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PREFACE 


OF  THE 


TRANSLATOR, 


i  HE  foLirces  from  which  we  derive  the  know- 
ledge of  what  is  good  and  truej  originate  from 
Senfation,  Experience,  Reileclion,  Reafoning,  and 
from  the  genuine  accounts  we  receive  of  the  ob- 
fervations  and  the  experience  of  others  ;  and  we 
cannot  mifs  the  road  leading  to  the  Sanctuary  of 
Truth,  if  we  make  a  proper  ufe  of  all  thefe  dif« 
ferent  Sources  of  Knowledge.  If  v/e,  however, 
conceive  an exclufive  attachment  to  o'lco^  them, and 
for  inxlance,  confine  ourfelves  merely  to  fenfatioii 
and  experience,  if  we  defire  to and  tO/t-^/thofe 
things  which  cannot  be  perceived  by  the  fenfes., 
but  are  known  to  us  only  through  the  medium  of 
our  underitanding ;  if  we,  for  example,  are  not 
futished  with  what  the  contemplation  of  nature, 
and  the  gofpel  teach  us  of  God,  but  defire  to  have 
an  immediate,  and  phylical  communion  v/ith  the 
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Invifible ;  we  then  cannot  avoid  the  deviations  of 
fanaticifm,  and  are  eafily  led  to  confound  our 
feelings  and  ideas  with  external  effects  ;  the  effe6ts 
of  our  foul  v^ith  effects  produced  by  fuperior 
beings  ;  u'e  believe  that  we  fee,  hear,  and  perceive 
Vv'ha't  exifts  no  where  but  in  our  imagination;  we 
ilray  from  ourfelves  and  from  the  objeds  around 
u?j  to  a  vv'orld  of  ideas  vi^hich  is  the  workman- 
fliip  of  our  fancy,  and  are  milled  by  the  vivacity 
and  ftrength  of  our  feelings,  and  miHake  for  reality^ 
what  is  merely  ideal  Thus  we  dream  while  we 
are  av/ake,  and  fooner  or  later,  find  ourfelves  woe- 
fully deceived.  All  pretended  apparitions,  every 
imaginary  communion  v/ith  fuperior  beings,  the 
belief  in  v/itches,  farcerers,  and  in  the  fecret 
pov/er  of  magical  fpells,  owe  their  exigence  to 
this  fpecies  of  fanaticifm,  which  always  has  given 
ample  fcope  for  preying  on  the  weaknefs  and  ig- 
norance of  the  fenfitive  and  credulous  |  to  thofe 
w^ho,  by  their  fuperior  power  of  reafoning,  by  a 
more  intimate  knowledge  of  nature,  and  the  hu- 
man heart,  have  been  able  to  avail  themfelves  of 
the  predominant  propenfity  to  the  wonderful, 
which exercifes  an  almoft  uncontrouiled  fway  over 
people  who  in  their  fearch  of  Truth  and  Know- 
ledge, are  guided  only  by  their  fenfes,  and  by  ex- 
perience. 


penence,  which  commonly  are  chofea  by  thoTe 
who  are  addicted  to  lazlnefs,  and  indolence,  def- 
titute  of  a  proper  knowledge  of  Nature  and  Re- 
ligion, difmclined  to,  or  incapable  of  thinking  and 
invefiigating-,  ruled  by  v/ild,  irregular  paflions, 
and  endovved  Vvnth  a  lively  and  proline  imagina- 
tion. 

This  has  been  the  chief  reafon  that  the  num- 
berlefs  horde  of  impoftors,  who  at  all  times  have 
invaded  the  kingdom  of  truth  and  human  felicity, 
have  found  it  very  eafy  to  fucceed  in  their  attempts 
when  playing  ofi  their  fanatical  engines  for  the 
fake  of  lucre  or  ambition,  or  with  the  view  of 
carrying  fome  political  end.  This  fort  of  fana- 
ficifm  and  fanatical  illufion,  has  never  been  more 
.predominant  in  civilized  Europe,  than  in  the 
middle  century,  and  raged  with  unabated  fury  till 
the  immortal  Wickliff,  Luther,  and  their  fellow  la- 
bourers began  to  comibat  the  prevailing  religious 
errors,  and  reitored  reafon,  that  overnov/ing 
fource  of  knov/ledge  and  happinefs,  to  her  facred 
rights.  We  fhould  hov/ever,  be  mifcaken  if  we 
were  to  im^agine,  that  fmce  the  reformation,  fana- 
ticifm  has  entirely  loft  its  powerful  influence  on 
the  human  mind,  for  alas  !  modern  hiftory  fur- 
niihes  us  y/ith  but  too  many  facts  which  ferve  to 
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prove  undeniably,  that  this  baneful  foe  to  human 
happinels  ft  ill  counts  many  votaries. 

Germany  is  one  of  thofe  countries  in  which 
tliis  monfler  lately  has  again  eredted  his  horrid 
creft,  and  one  of  her  moil:  powerful  Princes  has,  of 
late,  convinced  the  world,  that  even  the  palaces  of 
the  great,  where  unbelief  generally  is  carrefied 
moft  fervently,  are  not  inacceilible  to  fanaticifm's 
powerful  charms. 

The  Prince  whom  I  am  fpeaking  of  has  either 
been  deceived  by  himfelf,  or  has  been  deceived  by 
his  courtiers,  to  fuch  a  degree  that  he  firmly  be- 
lieves he  fball  be  capable  of  extending  one  time  the 
Avay  of  his  fceptre  to  the  kingdom  of  fpirits;  and, 
as  it  has  been  loudly  and  creditably  reported  all  over 
Germany,  believed,  fome  years  ago,  that  he  has 
raifed  up  the  fpirit  of  his  illuftrious  predecefibr,  and 
forced  that  man  at  whofe  nod  half  Europe  trem- 
bled, to  bow  fubmilSvely  to  the  magic  wand  of  a 
man  whom  all  Europe  defpifes.  How  deflrudive 
this  deviation  cf  his  weak  mind  has  proved  to  the 
wellfare  of  h's  fubjects  is  but  too  well  known  to 
thofe  v/ho  are  no  flrangers  to  modern  hiftory.  I 
need  but  to  fay,  that  he  of  late  has  created  a 
religious  tribunal  in  his  dominions,  which  bears 
Dut  too  much  fimilarity  to  the  Inquifitio-n  of 

Spainj 
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Spain,  and  the  readers  of  thefe  pages  will  require 
BO  farther  proofs  of  the  baneful  confequences 
which  have  originated  from  his  errors. 

This  fa6^:,  equally  difgraceful  to  the  high  per- 
fonage  in  queftion,  as  it  is  of  public  notoriety  in 
Germany,  has  roufed  fome  men  of  learning  and 
public  fpirit  to  vindicate  the  facred  rights  of  rea- 
fon,  and  to  prove  in  a  palpable  manner  that  many 
extraordinary  phenomena  which,  to  the  unin- 
formed, appear  to  originate  from  ftipernatural 
caufes,  either  may  be  contrived  by  means  of  na-  • 
tural  magic,  or  arife  from  the  wild  irregular 
flights  of  a  heated  and  difordered  imagination  and 
a  weak  underftanding.    That   this   was  Mr, 
Tfchink's  view  when  he.  publiftied  the  Ghoft- 
feer,  is  evident  from  every  page  of  his  beautiful 
work,  and  that  he  has  executed  his  plan  in  a  maf- 
terly  m.anner,  has  been  acknowledged  by  all  the 
friends  of  reafon  in  German}',  where  it  has  been 
received  with  the  greateft  applaufe,  and,  as  it  is 
hoped,  not  without  benefit.    That  the  latter  may 
alfobe  the  cafe  in  this  country,  is  the  moft  ardent 
wifh  of  the  Tranfiator,  who  owes  fo  many  blef- 
fmgs  of  his  life,  fo  many  ferene  and  happy  days 
to  this  country,  that  it  would,  be  ungrateful  in 
him  if  he  patiently  could  behold  the  rapid  ftrides 
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which  the  fanatic  belief  in  the  wonderful,  makes 
in  a  country  which  has  proved  fo  blifsful  to  him, 
without  endeavouring  to  combat,  at  leaft  with 
borrowed  arms,  the  increafing  propenfity  to 
whatever  is  uncommon  and  appears  to  be  fuper- 
natural.  That  he,  by  introducing  the  prefent 
work  to  the  Englifh  public,  does  not  enter  the  lift 
with  a  phantom  of  his  imagination,  is  but  too  evi- 
dent, witnefs  the  great  notice  v/hich  has  lately  been 
taken  of  Mr.  Brothers,  and  the  following  adver- 
tifement,  which  among  others  of  the  fame  tenour^ 
appears  fo  frequently  in  the  daily  papers,  that  it 
would  be  impoffible  for  the  advertifers  to  defray 
the  expences  of  advertifmg,  if  they  did  not  fuc- 
ceed  in  their  attempts  to  delude  weak  minds  : 

It  has  been  allowed  in  former  times  as  well  as 
in  tliefe,  that  there  is  a  peculiar  deftiny  pre- 
"  fiding  over  the  life  and  fortune  of  every  human 
"  being  ;  to  difcover  which,  and  to  avert  ill  fate, 
"  Mrs.  Williams  has  her  whole  life  fludied  the 
^'Occult    Sciences;     fhe  has  converfed  with 
the  mod  learned  aftronoraers  of  almoft  every 
"  country,  and  added  their  lucubrations  to  her 
own ;  fhe  has  the  honour  of  being  patronized 
"  and  vifited  by  ladies  of  the  hi^hefl:  difi;in6i:ion5  to 

whom 
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whom  file  has  foretold  the  mod  important  events 
«  of  the  prefent  aera.  Sec,  kc,  &c." 

The  Tranflator  has  nothing  to  add,  but  to  apolo- 
gize for  the  foreign  idoms  which  may  perhaps  oc- 
cur to  the  difcerning  eyes  of  the  keen-fighted  cri- 
tic, and  hopes  that  his  labour  wili  contribute,  at 
leaft  fomethi ng  to  the  deflrudiion  of  fanaticifm  in 
this  country. 

p.    W-"  I  L  L. 
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Letter  to  t  h  e     a  p.  o  u  i  s  of  F  

THE  king  is  informed  of  every- 
thing;  our  plan  is  difcovered :  I  have 
been  betraved,  and  am  now  in  clofe  con- 
finement.  Here  I  am  fitting  betvreen  im- 
penetrable  walls,  and  writing  to  you, 
alas!  perhaps  the  lail  lines  which  voii  ever 
will  receive  from  your  haplefs  friend. 

I  apply  to  you,  becauie  I  know  your 
heart.  You  never  ha.ve  denied  me  a  re- 
ibnable  prayer,  and  vou  certainly  will 
not  refuie  the  iaft.  Save  what  is  moil 
dear  to  me.  lave  my  honor.    My  journal 
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is  in  your  poffefiion;  it  contains  the  moil 
important  part  of  the  hiftory  of  my  life. 
You  may  add  what  is  wanting,  and  publifli 
the  whole. 

I  agi  not  afraid  to  lofe  m.y  life,  but  the 
idea  of  lofmg  my  honor  drives  me  to  dif- 
traftion  and  madnefs.  A  dreadful  profpe8: 
of  futurity  opens  to  my  view;  I  behold 
my  name  branded  with  ignominy  in  the 
annals  of  my  country,  obliterated  all  the 
-great  and  goodaQions  I  have  performed; 
I  behold  myfelf  ranked  among  criminals 
by  pofterity — You — you  only  can  prevent 
it — and  I  am  fure  you  will  favemy  honor 
by  publiiliing  my  hiftory  in  a  fmiple  and 
artlefs  manner.  The  world  will  be  made 
acquainted  v/ith  the  fecret  fprings  of  my 
aQions,  the  enormous,  unrivalled  impoii- 
tion  by  which  I  have  been  deluded; 
pofterity  will  do  me  juftice,  and  many  a 
feeling  foul  will  drop  a  te^r  of  pity  when 
my  misfortunes  fliall  be  known. 

But  akis!  the  fetters  that  fiiackle  my 
hands  prevent  me  from  writing  any 
longer.  The  blood  you  fee  on  this  paper 
flows  from  my  lacerated  arm.  Never- 
thelefs  I  am  taking  up  the  pen  once  more, 
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in  order  to  pray  heaven  to  blefs  you,  and 
to  bid  you  an  eternal  adieu;  for  a  dread- 
ful prefentlment  tells  me  that  I  fhall  fee 
you  no  more. 

P.  S.  The  gaoler  would  not  promifc 
to  deliver  this  letter  for  leis  than  200 
dobras  (640  iivres  fterling ;)  give  it  him 
from  the  money  which  you  have  in  hand; 
the  reft  keep  as  a  legacy  from  your 

Unfortunate  Friend, 


MIGUEL. 
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MEMOIRS 

OF 

MIGUEL  DUKE  DE  CA^I^J, 

I  WAS  23  years  old  when  my 
fatlier,  a  grandee  of  P — 1,  fent  me  abroad 
under  the  tuition  of  Antonio,  Count  de 
a  man  whofe  philofophical  turn  of 
mind  and  difinterefted  love  for  me  had 
gained  him  my  affeftion  and  efteem.  We 
direfted  our  courfe  to  The  nights 

being  fine,  we  took  advantage  of  that 
opportunity,  and  purfued  our  journey 
without  flopping.  We  were  not  above 
two  days  journey  from  that  town,  when 
a  terrible  thunder  florm  overtook  us  in 
the  night,  which  obliged  us  to  flop  at  the 
next  village.  The  inn  being  very  indif- 
ferent, we  apprehended  it  would  afford 
us  but  poor  accommodation,  and  refolved 
to  beg  the  priefl  of  the  village  to  give  us 
a  night's  lodging.  Our  attempt  fucceed- 
ed;  we  were  received  kindly  and  fared 

wtU, 
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well.  The  prieft  informed  us,  during 
fupper,  that  there  v/as  an  eld  delblated 
caftie  in  the  village.  Vv-hich  was  reported  to 
be  the  refidence  of  evil  fpirits.  who  would 
fuffer  no  himian  being  to  inhabit  it. 
Having  always  had  an  ardent  propenfity 
for  adventures  of  th?.!  nature.  I  begged 
him  to  give  me  a  lanthorn,  intending  to 
pay  a  vifit  to  thofe  mifanthropic  beings; 
and  in  fpite  of  our  hell's  theological  and 
my  tutor's  philofophical  remonilrances, 
inhiced  upon  Ipending  the  night  at  the 
caftle,  in  the  company  of  the  latter,  and 
to  try  whether  the  airy  lords  of  the  manor 
would  not  prove  m^ore  hofpitable  to  me. 
At  length  they  yielded  to  niy  impatient 
defire  of  being  acquainted  vrith  thefe 
dreadful  beings,  and  mv  fervant,  alon^ 
with  the  man  of  our  hoft,  was  ordered  to 
follow^  me  to  the  caille  with  beds  and 
candles. 

I  led  the  way,  carrying  a  lanthorn. 
On  our  arrival  at  the  ancient  fabric  A\-e 
perceived,  ciofe  to  the  entrance,  a  flair- 
cafe,  which  we  afcended.  A  fpacious  hall 
prefented  itfelf  to  our  view  at  the  top  of 
it;  the  walls  were  decorated  with  fome 
B  3  worm- 
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worm-eaten  half  decayed  piP.^  res,  and  on 
both  fides  of  the  hall  were  doors  which 
led  to  the  apartments.  Having  examined 
them,  we  made  choice  of  that  which  was  to 
the  left,  becaufe  it  was  nearefl:  to  the 
ftaircafe.  Our  beds  were  laid  on  the 
floor,  and  two  candles  placed  on  an  old 
worm-eaten  table.  As  foon  as  I  had  fent 
away  my  fervant,  whofe  whole  frame 
quivered  with  fear  of  ghoflis  and  hobgob- 
lins, with  the  man  of  our  kind  hoft,  I 
bolted  the  door  carefully,  putting  a  loaded 
piftol  on  each  fide  of  my  couch;  my  tutor 
uniheathed  his  fword,  and  thus  armed,  we 
went  to  rell.  Having  difcourfed  a  little 
while  on  indifferent  fubje8:s,  he  fell  afleep^ 
overcome  by  the  infirmities  of  his  advan- 
ced agCj  and  the  fatigues  of  our  journey. 

It  was  however  quite  the  reverfe  with 
me:  I  waslying  onmy  couch,  (leeplefs,  and 
full  of  expeftation  of  the  things  which 
were  to  come;  I  turned  myfelf  from  one 
fide  to  the  other,  but  in  vain !  my  imagi- 
nation began  to  work  and  my  blood  to 
ferment.  At  length  I  got  up  and  opened 
the  window.  The  clock  of  the  church 
fteeple  was  juft  tolling  eleven.  Impene-- 

tiabie 
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trable  darknefs  veiled  every  objeB 
around;  the  vivid  lightning  affording  me 
only  now  and  then  a  peep  at  the  fields  fur- 
roundipg  the  caftle  :  no  found  was  heard, 
but  the  diftant  rolling  of  the  thunder,  and 
the  doleful  dirge  of  the  folitary  owl. 
A  ftrange  fenfation,  which  I  cannot  de^ 
fcribe,  thrilled  my  whole  frame.  I  fliut 
the  window,  .and  went  to  the  bed  of  my 
tutor,  who  was  fail  afieep.  As  I  was  thus 
ftanding  by  his  bed-fide,  I  heard  fomething 
ruille  before  the 'door.  I  fi;arted,  ran 
towards  it,  but  found  it  ftrongly  bolted. 
The  chilly  vapours  of  the  night,  I  had 
inhaled  at  the  windov;,  had  left  behind  a 
very  difagreeable  fenfation,  actomipanied 
by  a  kind  of  fhivering,  and  I  laid  niyfelf 
down  again.  A  little  while  iifter  the  har- 
binger of  reft  touched  my  eyes  Vviih  hh 
leaden  vvand,  and  I  was  foon  faR  afieep. 
However  I  awoke  juil  when  the  clock 
was  ilriking  twelve,  and  the  lail  found  had 
fcarcely  reached  my  ears,  when  a  dreadful 
noil^e  arofe  which  feemed  to  approach  our 
room. 

At  length  fomebody  knocked  at  our 
door,    I  got  up  without  uttering  a  word, 
B  4  and 
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and  took  hold  of  my  piftois.  After  a  long 
paufe,  it  knocked  a  fecond  time.  I  aflced 
m,y  tutor  in  a  whifper,  whether  he  had 
heard  it?  but  received  no  anfwer.  No-w- 
it knocked  a  third  time;  the  door  burll 
open  with  a  thundering  noife,  and  a  fright- 
ful figure  entered  the  room,  direQing  its 
courfe  towards  me.  Two  fiery  eyes, 
darting  ilaflies  of  lightning  atme,  a  voice 
like  the  roaring  of  a  lion,  joined  with  the 
claihing  of  chains,  which  the  tall  emacia- 
ted figure  wore,  would  have  been  fufficient 
to  difmay  courage  itfelf.  However  I  v/as 
not  yet  entirely  difpirited,  and  juit  going 
to  fire  a  piftol  at  it,  when  my  tutor  fud- 
denly  fiiarted  up,  aiming  a  thruft  againft 
the  Ipe^ire,  which  I  thought  would  pin  it 
to  the  wall;  but  it  turned  round,  without 
having  received  the  lead  hurt,  collared 
my  poor  companion,  and  dafhed  him 
againil  the  floor  with  fo  much  force,  that 
I  thought  he  mull  have  expired  on  the 
fpot.  Seeing  this,  all  my  remaining  cou- 
rage fled,  and  my  pifiols  dropped  to  the 
ground.  The  fpeQ:re  extinguiflied  the 
candle  and  began  to  vent  his  whole  fury 
againft  me^  beating  me  unmercifully.  His 

appearance 
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appearance  in  the  dark  made  my  blood 
run  chill,  and  every  hair  (land  on  end, 
his  whole  body  feeming  to  be  encafed  in 
fire.  At  the  fame  time  a  mod  tremendous 
noifearofe  over  our  room,  doleful  groans 
and  lamentations  affailed  my  ear,  and  I 
fwoened  away. 

The  fpeftre  had  retired,  and  the  candles 
were  burning  again,  when  I  recovered 
the  ufe  of  my  fenfes.  Ahhough  I  had 
been  handled  fo  roughly,  that  I  fcarcely 
could  move,  yet  I  endeavoured  to  creep 
to  the  fpot  where  my  tutor  was  ftretched 
out,  to  all  appearance,  a  lifelefs  corpfe. 
Good  God!  how  I  was  fliocked,  Vvdien  I  faw 
him  as  pale  as  allies  and  disfigured  wath 
blood.  After  many  fruitlefs  endeavours 
to  recall  him  to  life,  I  fucceeded  at  laft. 
He  fpoke  little,  and  v/hat  he  faid  was 
hardly  audible.  I  intended  to  watch  by 
his  bed  fide,  till  the  dawn  of  day  fliould 
enable  us  to  leave  that  refidence  of  horror; 
however  I  found  it  impoflible ;  I  grew  fo 
faint,  that  I  was  obliged  to  lie  dow^n  after 
I  had  bolted  the  door. 

I  now  began  to  mufeon  the  apparition^ 
i.nd  when  rcafon  began  to  recover  her 
B  5  fwayp 
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fvvay,  I  was  aihamecl  of  my  cowardly  be- 
haviour, and.  determined  to  follow  the 
fpe8:re  if  it  fhould  appear  once  more, 
which  it  foon  did.  The  groans  and  la- 
mentations and  the  thundering  noife  over 
our  head  were  renevv^ed;  the  door  v/as 
burft  open,  and  I  treated  as  cruelly  as  on 
the  firit  vifit  of  the  fpeQre.  However  I 
preferved  my  whole  recolledion^and  wheB 
my  terrible  vifitor  retired,  purfued  him 
on  tip-toe,  armed  with  fword  and  piftol, 
which  I  could  do  fo  much  eafier,  as  the 
gloomy  light  it  emitted  fliowed  me  the 
way.  Fortunately  my  grifly  condu8:or 
did  not  look  back.  He  defcended  the 
Haircafe  and  entered  a  long  vaulted  paf- 
fage,  but  had  not  advanced  fix  fteps  when 
he  fuddenly  difappeared,  leaving  me  be- 
hind in  the  dark.  I  was  ftruck  with  dumb 
ailonifhment,  being  not  able  to  compre- 
hend what  could  '  have  become  of  him. 
Imagine  my  fituation!  what  could  I  do 
in  an  unknown  dangerous  place,  furround- 
cdwith  impenetrable  darknefs  and  defert- 
ed  by  my  conductor?  However,  I  foon 
refc-lved  to  advance  boldlyj  and  without 

much 
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much  Iiefitation  endeavoured  to  reach  the 
bottom  of  the  paffage;  but  how  great 
was  my  terror,  when  the  floor  fuddenly 
gave  way  beneath  m^y  feet,  and  I  funk 
down  into  a  deep  vault.  My  piftol  went 
off  with  a  tremendous  noife,  and  I  found 
that  I  Y^as  lying  on  a  heap  of  hay  and 
ftraw.  Before  I  could  get  upon  my  legs, 
four  maflied  men  in  black  appeared  with 
torches  in  their  hands,  c?Jling  to  me  in  a 
thundering  accent,  how  I  dared  to  intrude 
Vvhere  no  viiitors  v/ere  admitted?  At  the  famie 
time  they  laid  hold  ofmcy  and  dragged  me 
forcibly  after  them.  Having  paffed  many 
fubterraneous  paiTages  and  concealed  ftair- 
cafes,m.y  condu8:or  (lopped  fuddenly  and 
pulled  a  bell.  In  an  inftant  a  maffy  fold- 
ing door  burft  open,  and  I  entered  a  hall, 
illuminated  by  a  number  of  torches,  where 
I  beheld  at  a  long  table  tw^elve  maflced 
perfons,  the  deportment  of  whom  befpoke 
the  fuperiority  of  their  rank. 

He  who  was  feated  at  the  head  of  the 
table,  addreifed  me  with  a  com.manding 
voice:     Unhappy  wretch !  what  has  tempt- 
"  ed  thee  to  vifit  this  caftle?  Couldft  thou 
B  6  "  not 
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"  not  think  that  thy  railmefs  will  coil  thee 
thy  life?  Make  thy  peace  with  God,  for 
^'  thou  muft  die  w^ithout  mercy  1"  "Flow, 
6i  —I  replied— die?  Well,  then  I  vow, 
my  death  iliali  coft  you  dear!"  So 
faying,  I  grafpedmy  fword;  however  they 
told  me  to  defift  from  fuch  childiih 
pranks,  and  difarmed  and  carried  me  to  a 
dark  chamber. 

The  horrid  fpeftre  of  a  violent  death 
ilared  me  in  the  face,  and  a  chilly  tremor 
Ihook  my  whole  frame.  But  what  afFeded 
me  more  than  the  impending  lofs  of  my 
life,  was  the  idea  of  what  would  be 
the  fate  of  my  beloved  tutor,  the  guar- 
dian angelof  my  juvenile  days,  my  fecond 
father,  and  more  than  friend,  v/hom  I 
had  hurried  into  the  gulph  of  deftruc- 
tion,  through  my  heedlefs  temerity. 
I  was  going  to  curfe  my  fatal  curiofity,and 
to  give  vent  to  loud  lamentations,  when 
I  accidently  faw  a  glimmering  of  light,, 
peeping  through  a  crack  in  the  door  of  my 
prifon;  putting  my  ear  clofe  to  it,  I  heard 
hov^^  they  were  confulting  what  was  to  be 
do  n  e.  w  i  t  h  the  p  r i  fo  n  e  r . 
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^  Some  were  of  opinion,  it  would  be  bed 
to  difpatch  vrithout  ceremqny;  hov/- 
ever  one  of  the  dread  affembly,  more 
humane  than  the  reft,  propofed  to  examine 
me  ftriftly?  before  fentence  fliould  be  pro- 
nounced againft  me.  His  advice  was 
adopted,  and  I  fummoned  to  appear  before 
the  avv'ful  affembly.  "  What  has  brought 
"  -you  to  this  caftle  their  chief  began— 
"  concealing  the  truth  will   avail  you 

nothing;  however,  a  fmcere  confeffion 
"  may  perhaps  fave  your  life.  Yot  what 
"  reafon  did  you  come  to  the  caftle  ? 

"  I  have  been  tempted  by  curiofity,"  I 
replied;  '-having  been  told,  that  bad 

fpirits  refided  here,  I  was  defirous  to 

get  acquainted  with  them." 

'«  Who  has  told  you  fo 

The  prieft  of  the  village,  vrho  will 
"  confirm  the  truth  of  my  affertion,  if  you 
"  will  queftion  him." 

"  'Who  are  you,  and  where  do  you 

come  from?" 

"  I  am  the  onlv  fon  of  a  rich  grandee. 
Do  you  heart  the  cnly  fon.  If  you  are 
no  ixrangers  to  pity,  confider,  what  a 

dea.dly 
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"  deadly  wound  you  will  inflift  upon  tlie 
"  heart  of  my  father  by  affaffinating  me." 
"  Where  do  you  come  from  ?" 

From  Eftremadura,  my  native  town." 
Vvliither  did  you  mean  to  travel  ?" 
I  was  going  to  vifit  the  principal 
towns  of  Europe/' 

"  Where  did  you  intend  to  ftop  firR  ?" 
I  named  the  town. 

What  is  your  name  ?" 
When  I  pronounced  my  name,  he  ftarl- 
ed  up,  but  inftantly  retook  his  feat. 

"  Wha.t  is  your  name?"  he  inquired 
once  more. 
I  repeated  it. 

And  who  is  your  companion?"  en- 
quired another,  whom  I  knew,  by  his  fi- 
gure and  voice,  to  be  the  fame  perfon 
who  had  a8:ed  the  ghoft. 

My  companion  is  my  tutor." 
Bring  him  hither !"  faid  the  firR  to  twa 
of  his  companions. 

I  then  was  re-conduQed  to  my  prifon,. 
and  ere  long  heard  the  voice  of  my  fellow 
adventurer,  who  was  aO^ed  the  fame  quef- 
tions  which  had  been  put  to  me,  and  re-^ 

turned 
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turned  the  fameanrwers.  He  was  order- 
red  to  retire,  and  a  long  confuitation  be- 
gan; it  was  however  carried  on  in  fo  low 
an  accent,  that  I  could  hear  nothing  dif- 
tin8:Iy. 

After  a  few  minutes,  we  were  fummoned 
again  to  appear  before  the  dreadful  coun- 
cil, and  heard,  to  our  unfpeakable  joy,  that 
we  fliould  be  fet  at  liberty,  if  we  would 
fwear  afolemn  oath,  never  to  reveal  vvhat 
we  had  feen  and  heard,  and  to  relate  a  fic- 
titious tale  of  horror  to  our  hoft.  This 
done,  we  were  re-conduQed  by  four  per- 
fons  to  the  paffage,  where  we  were  left  to 
ourfelves. 

"  Hov/  fortunate  it  was  (faid  my  tutor, 
"  when  our  conduftors  had  left  us,)  that 
"  you  did  not  fwerve  from  truth  when 

you  was  examined;  a  fmgle  falfehood 

would  have  coil  us  our  life.  Your  vera- 

city  has  fa ved  us." 

"  If  I  am  not  miftaken,  we  alfo  owe 
fomething  to  rny  name." 
"  To  your  name  ?" 

"  Certainly!  for  when  I  pronounced 
"  itj  I  perceived,  that  my  examinator  was 

feized 
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feized  with  a  fadden  emotion.  He 
^'  Itarted  up  and  afived  me  twice.  I  plainly 

perceived  that  it  produced  a  ilrong 
"  efied  on  his  mind." 

You  may  be  right  (faid  my  tutor)  but 
«^  however  that  may  be,  we  ought  to  thank 

Providence  for  ourhappy  deliverance." 

I  begged  his  pardon  for  having  cn-= 
dangered  his  life,  and  caufedhim  fo  many 
cruel  blows  through  my  youthful  rafhnefs 
anddifobedience;  however  he  alfuredme, 
that  he  was  not  in  the  lead  angry  with  me^ 
and  that  he  felt  no  pain  at  all,  except  a 
flight  head-ache. 

I  found  myfelf  much  worfe,  all  my 
limbs  being  thrilled  with  excruciating 
pains,  as  if  broken  on  the  wheel. 

We  arrived  mechanically  at  the  parfo- 
nage,  but  would  not  make  the  lead  diftur- 
bance,  the  day  beginning  juft  to  dawn^ 
and  laid  ourfelves  down  upon  the  grafs,  be- 
neath a  fpreading  oak,  difcourfmg  on  the 
events  of  the  preceding  night. 

We  beguiled  two  hours  with  confiden- 
tial talk,  before  any  body  in  the  parfonage 
was  ftirring.    As  fooii  as  we  perceived 

that 
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that  the  people  of  our  kind  hofh  were 
rifen,  we  went  to  bid  a  good  morning  to 
the  ho fpitable  pried,  and  related  as  much 
of  our  no8:urnal  adventure  as  we  could 
widiout  violating  our  promife.  The  wor- 
thy ecclefiallic  bleffed  and  c rolled  himfelf 
v/hen  he  heard  our  narrative  of  the  events 
of  that  fatal  night,  which  we  took  care  to 
reprefent  with  additional  horrors.  After 
breakfaft  we  thanked  him  for  his  hofpita- 
lity,  miaking  him  a  prefent  for  the  beds 
v/e  had  left  at  the  caftle,  and  continued 
our  journey,  which  we  commenced  as 
cheerful  as  it  could  be  expelled,  conii- 
dering  the  poignant  pain  I  ftill  felt  in  every 
part  of  my  body,  and  the  head-ache  of 
my  tutor.         .  . 

,  We  m.et  with  no  farther  adventure  on 
the  firft  day,  but  at  the  clofe  of  the  fecond 
were  furprifed  by  a  very  odd  incident. 
Within  tv7o  hours  diftance  from  the  town, 
whither  we  were  travelling,  vre  faw  a  lame 
beggar  coming  diredly  towards  us  from 
a  wood  which  we  were  paffin^.  He  called 
to  the  coachman  to  ftop  a  little ;  however, 
he  did  not  mind  it.  but  drove  on.    In  lefs 

than 
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than  a  few  minutes  the  beggar  was  at  the 
windov\r  of  our  coach,  entreating  my  tutor 
to  give  him  fomething.  We  ordered  the 
coachman  to  flop,  at  the  fame  time  ftaring 
at  each  other  v/ith  aftoniihment,  becaufe 
the  beggar  was  dreffed  in  a  moft  whimfical 
manner.  His  motley  coat  v/as  compofed 
of  numberlefs  rags  which  fcarceiy  kept 
together ;  his  waiftcoat,  which:  reached 
down  to  his  knee>S5  ,was  of  blue  fatin  and 
richly  embroidered}  and  the  remaining 
part  of  his  "body  was  naked.  His  fn.ow- 
white  beard,  floating  do¥/n  his  breaft, 
contrailed  ftrangely  with  his  black  hair, 
and  yet  we  did  not  laugh j  nor  dared  to 
■quefiion  him  about  his  ftrange  appearance, 
for  although  he  looked  extremely  tragi- 
comical, yet  he  had  fomething  in  his 
countenance  which  commanded  refpeQ.. 
^My  tutor  pulled  his  purfe,  offering  him 
fome  pieces  of  filver  coin  — "  Silver  and 
■gold  I  do  not  want,"  was  his  anfwer,  "  but 
be  fo  kind  as  to  sive  me  your  ftioes  and 
llockingSo"  Strange  being,"  (aid  my 
tutor  fmiling,  and  ordered  the  fervant 
to  give  him  fome  out  of  our  travelling 

trunk.* 
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trunk.  "  No  1"  replied  the  beggar,  "  I 
want  the  ihoes  and  {lockings  you  wear." 
"  Has  there  ever  been  heard  any  thing  of 
that  kind  ?"  faid  my  tutor  to  me.  "  Be  gone, 

infolent  v/retch  !  do  you  mea-n  to  miake 
"  your  game  or  us  The  beggar  ftuck 
clofe  to  the  coach  window,  exclaiming, 

and  if  you  kill  me,  my  lord,  I  will  not 

leave  you  before  you  have  granted  my 
prayer."  This  infolent  obftinacy  raifed 
the  anger  of  my  com.panion,  and  thinking 
to  frighten  himi  away,  he  took  one  of  his 
piilols,  offering  to  flioothim.  Fire  at 
"  me,"  faid  he  fearlefs,  "  if  you  are  mean 
^'  enough  to  fhed  the  blood  of  a  fellow 

creature  for  the  fake  of  a  paltry  pair  of 

ihoes  and  ftockings."  My  tutor  ftared 
at  him.     "  If  thou  art  determined  to 

have  my  fiioes  and  ftockings,  then  no 
"  choice  is  left  m^e,  but  to  grant-thypray- 

ers."  So  faying,  he  began  to  pull  them 
off.  The  beggar  feeing  this,  came  to  the 
other  fide  of  the  coach,  and  begged  very 
humbly  to  have  my  breeches  and  coat» 
"  Indeed  !  this  is  too  bad  !"  I  exclaimed  ; 
go  out  of  my  hghtj  elfe  I  will  chafiife 

thee 
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thee  for  thy  infolence."  He  flared  at 
me  awhile,  with  dreadful  looks,  and  then 
raifed  a  laugh  which  frightened  me.— 
''^  How  Yv^ill  this  end  faid  my  tutor  to 
me,  ordering  the  coachman  to  drive  on. 
However  the  horfes  had.  not  advanced 
three  fteps,  when  the  beggar  fallied 
forth,  and  brought  one  of  them  to  the 
ground  by  a  violent  ttroke  with  one  of 
his  crutches.  My  tutor  grew  pale.  I 
"  am  forry,"faid  the  beggar,  after  a  fhort 
paufe,  ''that  you  force  me  by  your  ob- 
"  ftinacy  to  a8:  thus ;  be  fo  kind  to 
give  me  what  I  have  defired,  and  then 
''  you  may  drive  on  in  peace."  I  pulled 
off  my  coat  and  breeches,  and  having  taken 
the  money  out  of  the  latter,  gave  him 
what  he  defired,  my  tutor  doing  the  fame. 
While  v/e  Vv^ere  putting  on  other  cloaths, 
he  flood  filently  by  the  coach,  and  when 
v/e  had  done,  addreifed  us  in  the  follow- 
ing manner  :  "  Since  you  have  been  fo 
"  kind  to  me,  gentlemen,  I  Vv-ill  return 
your  kindnefs,  and  warn  you  not  to 
flop  at  the  hotel  of  *  *  (here  he 
defcribed  it  to  us)  on  your  arrival  at 

the 
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the  tov.-n.  and  then  I  beg  the  favour 
^«  of  you  to  meet  me  here  next  Friday 
«  ag^ainfl  fun-fet."  So  favins^.  he  bo^ved 
and  left  us,  difappearing  in  the  adjacent 
wood. 

Meanvs-hile  our  horfe  had  recovered, 
and  we  continued  our  journey  with  all 
poffible  fpeedj  left  a  new  adventure  might 
interrupt  us  once  more.        What  do  you 

think  of  that  ftrange  being  ?  '  faid  I, 
after  a  long  filence  which  had  reigned  in 
our  carriage.  I  do  not  kno^v  what  to 
"  think  of  him,"  he  replied,      he  either 

mxufi  be — — but,  pray,  have  you  taken 
"  the  monev  out  of  your  breeches  ?  300 

ducats  and  two  rings  fetwiih  diamonds, 

would  indeed  have  been  a  fine  gift !" 
So  faying,  I  put  my  hand  mechanically 
in  my  pocket,  but  how  great  vras  mv  ter- 
ror, vrhen  I  found  the  apprehenfion  of  my 
tutor  verified.  A\'hat  is  the  matter 
faid  he  with  m.arks  of  aftonifhment.  All 

is  gone!"  I  exclaimed,  in  a  rueful  ac- 
cent. Gone!  impofifible  1"  He  or- 
dered the  coachman  to  flop,  and  affiil;ed 
me  in  fearching  my  pockets.       Pray  get 

up 
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^'  up  a  little,  if  you  pleafe  !"  I  got  up, 
but  cJl  nay  fearches  were  fruitlefs  ;  we 
drove  back  to  the  fpot  where  we  had  been 
flopped,  but  neither  ring  nor  money  could 
be  found.    "  Very  ftrange!"  exclaimed 
my  tutor,  as  we  returned ;     are  you  fure 
you  have  taken  it  out  of  the  pocket  ?" 
As  fure  as  I  am  alive !  this  is  more 
than  pocket  picking,  it  muilbe  forcery, 
I  fliould  think,  if  any  thing  of  that 
kind  was  poffible." 

The  appearance  of  the  fellow  was  at 
lead  ftrange  enough,"  my  tutor  replied, 
"  and  there  certainly  exifts  a  kind  of  for- 
eery  which,  indeed,  furpaffes  the  com- 
prehenfion  of  one  who  is  not  let  into 
the  myftery.    But  however  that  be,  the 
^'  the  forcerer  with  v/hom  v/e  have  been 
engaged,  feems  at  lead  to  be  a  good 
"  fort  of  a  fellow,  confidering  the  civil 
manner  with  which  he  has  demanded  our 
"  wearing  apparel.    And  then  you  mud 
^'  confider  that  he  lias  appointed  us  to 
"  meet  him  here  next  Friday  >  what  view 
"  could  he  have  had  but  to  return  what 
he  has  taken  from  us  ?" 

^«  Vain 
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«^  Vain  hope  1" 

"  Not  fo  vain  as  you  think.  Did  he 
^-  not  fay  himfelf  that  he  wants  neither 
^'  filver  nor  gold  ?" 

"  Mere  pretext!  why  has  he  then  pil- 

fered  my  money  ?" 

Forfun,  and  to  laugh  atour  expence, 

and  perhaps  to  punifii  us  a  little  for 
^'  having  refufed  atfirft  to  grant  his  pray-=- 

er.  And  even  if  my  argument  fiiould 
^'  prove  erroneous^  you  cannot  but  con- 
"  fefs,  that  a  man  in  whofe  power  we  were, 
^'  has  behaved  very  handfome,  fince  he 

has  been  fatisfied  with  your  purfe  and 
^'  not  alfo  taken  our  papers." 

"  Pray  be  fo  kind  as  to  look  after 
s'vthem!'' 

He  put  his  hand  into  his  pocket,  but  the 
word  he  was  going  to  utter  died  on  his 
iips.  After  along  paufe  of  horror,  he  faid 
with  a  forced  equanimity,  pale  and  trem- 
bling;" "No!  Mr.  Sorcerer,  you  have 
carried  your  fport  too  far!" 

"  What  is  the  matter  ?"  faid  I,  frightened. 

"  O  that  I  could  keep  it  from  your 

knowledge!  the  papers  are  gone!" 

"  Gone?" 


S4  THE  VICTIM  OF 

"  Gone?"  I  exclaimed,  ftarting  up  front 
my  feat.   "  Pray  examine  your  pockets!" 

He  fearchedj  but  could  find  nothing,  ex- 
cept his  purfe  with  40  ducats.  This  was 
now  all  our  remaining  wealth;  and  yet  wc 
were  glad  that  we  had  not  loll  this  little 
fum  too. 

This  new  accident  gave  rife  to  fo  many 
remarks,  confultations  and  fchemes,  that 
we  entered  the  gate  of  the  town  before  we 
had  time  to  fix  where  we  fhould  ftay  the 
night.  The  coachman  flopped.  "  Where 
are  we?"  I  exclaimed.  He  named  the 
very  hotel,  againfl  which  the  beggar  had 
warned  us.  "  Go  on  coachman !"  exclaimed 
my  tutor.     "  My    lord!"    he  replied, 

it  is  thebeilin  the  whole  town."  "  Let 
"  us  {lay  here,"  faid  I,  who  would  mind 
"  what  fuch  a  rafcal  riys  ?"  As  you  like  " 
my  tutor  replied.  We  got  out  of  the 
coach,  and  ordered  thevv  aiter  to  ihew  us  to 
a  good  apartment. 

We  got  an  excellent  room  on  the  fiift 
floor,  ordered  our  fupper,  and  went  early 
to  bed. 

Having 
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Having  flept  fome  hours,  I  awoke  fud- 
denly,  and  felt  as  if  fomebody  was  Hop- 
ping my  mouth  and  nofe.  I  panted  for 
breath,  and  inhaled  a  fuffocating  fmoke, 
•which  made  me  jump  out  of  the  bed.  The 
night-lamp  v;as  extinguiflied,  and  I  per- 
ceived a  faint  griily  glimmer  in  my  room; 
at  the  fame  time  a  confufed  noife  from  the 
ftreet  aifailed  my  ears,  and  the  bells  were 
ringing.  I  hurried  to  the  window  and  was 
almoft  petrified  by  the  dreadful  fight  my 
eyes  beheld  ;  exclaiming  in  an  accent  of 
horror  and  defpair,  "  Fire  !  fire  1"  my  fer- 
vant  and  tutor  ftarted  up  at  the  fame  time. 
The  whole  houfe  was  in  aflame,  and  every 
means  of  effefting  our  efcape  feemed  to  be 
cut  off ;  the  univerfal  confternation  of  the 
people  of  the  houfe  having  prevented  them 
from  roufing  us.  We  hurried  on  our 
cloaths,  took  up  our  trunk,  and  faved  our- 
felves  with  much  difficulty,  half  naked 
and  terribly  finged. 

The  fpeftators  raifed  a  loud  fliout  as 
we  were  ruffling  through  the  flames,  and 
now  we  perceived  firft  the  whole  extent  o£ 
the  dangers  which  had  furround^d  us^/ 

Vo  w  I,  C  Having 
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Having  recovered  a  little  from  my  fudden 
terror,  I  recoUeded  that  I  bad  left  behind 
a  pitlure  of  my  deceafed  mother,  which 
was  fet  with  diamonds.  This  lofs  was  in- 
fupportablc  to  me,  and  I  was  going  to  re- 
turn  in  order  to  fave  it.    ^'  Whither  are 

you  going  ?"  my  tutor  exclaimed.  I 
told  it  him.  "  Are  you  mad  ?"  faid  he, 
keeping  me  back  by  the  arm.  "  Will  you 

wantonly  rufn  into  the  arms  of  death  ?" 
I  abandoned  my  rafli  defign  with  great 
reluQ;ance,  and  lopked'at  the  dreadful  fpec^ 
tacle  which  was  difplaying  before  our  eyes. 
Before  eight  minutes  were  elapfed,  I  faw 
fomebody  getting  out  of  our  window,  and 
throwing  himfelf  down  through  the  flames. 
That  aftion  excited  univerfal  aftonifti- 
ment.  "  Who  is  that  man  ?"  every  body 
exclaimed,  crowding  around  the  man  to 
fee  him.  This  a6lion  ftruck  me  and  my 
tutor  particularly,  becaufe  he  had  got  out 
of  our  window,  and  we  were  making  many 
vague  conjeftures,  when  fomebody  took 
me  fuddenly  by  the  hand.  Looking  up, 
I  ftarted  back,  feized  with  aftonifhment, 
when  I  faw  the  beggar  Handing  before  me 

without 
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"%vithout  crutches,  clad-  in  a  garment  of 
coarfe  cloth,  his  white  beard  fmgedj  and 
his  hair  concealed  under  a  monk's  hood. 
He  looked  at  me  with  great  ferloufnefs, 
and  afKed,     Why  did  you  not  follow  my 
advice  ?  have  1  not  dehred  you  not  to 
flop  at  this  hotel  ?  Here  is  what  you 
"  wanted,"    It  was  the  picture  of  my  mo- 
rher  !  I  fcarcely  could  believe  my  eyes, 
and  gazed  at  it  with  aftonifhment  for  fome 
mom.ents.  "  Stop  1"  I  exclaimed  at  length* 
llretching  out  my  arm- — What  do  you 
«  w^ant  ?"  a  ftranger  faid,  whom  I  had 
taken  hold  of.    Perceiving  my  millake,  I 
enquired  all  around  what  was  become  of 
the  man  who  had  given  me  that  piclure ; 
but  all  my  enquiries  w^ere  fruitlefs.  He  -was 
gone,  and  no  one  knew^  whither.  I  looked 
al'ound  as  far  as  I  could  fee,  affiited  by 
the  light  which  the  fire  was  fpreading  over 
a  great  extent  of  ground  ;  but  he  was  no 
where  to  be  feen.       Come,"  faid  I  to  my 
tutor,  "  we  wdll  go  in  fearch  of  him.'* 
"  In  fuch  a  crowd  ?"  he  replied,    "  Do 
"  you  think  you  will  be  able  to  find  him 
*^  among  fuch  a  throng  of  people  ?  Let 
C  a  vis 
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"  US  rather  go  with  our  trunk  to  aMotlier 

hotel,  for  I  can  no  longer  ftand  this 
"  lliocking  fight."  I  eafily  confented  to 
his  propofaL 

It  ftruck  four  o'clock  before  we  could 
find  another  lodging.  My  tutor  was  mea- 
furiag  the  room  with  hafty  ftrides,  and  I 
looking  out  of  the  window,  loft  in  pro- 
found meditation.  At  lej^gih  I  broke  the 
filence.  "  What  a  ftran.ge^being  is  this," 
faid  I,  yAio  has  begged  alms  on  the 
^'  road,  refufed  to  accept  money,  and  de« 
^«  manded  part  of  our  wearing-apparel, 

who  has  ftruck  to  the  ground  one  of  our 
^*  horfes,  pretended  to  want  neither  fil- 

ver  nor  gold,  and  has  robbed  us  in  a 
^«  moft    myfterious    manner;   who  has 

warned  us  againft  an  hotel  where  we 

almoft  had  found  our  grave  in  the 
"  flames ;  who  hovers  around  us  like  our 

guardian-angel,  and  goes  through  the 

fire  to  fetch  me  the  pi  dure  of  my  mo» 
«s  ther." 

"  Do  not  afl^  me,"  my  tutor  repliedj 
timeg  perhaps,  will  unfold  the  myftery  ; 
Biean»while  be  on  your  guard  againft 

,  that 


M  A  G  I  C  A  L  D  E  L  U  S  1  O  N. 

€^  that  man."  So  faying,  he  wiflied  me  a 
good  night  and  went  to  bed.  I  follov/ed 
his  example,  but  could  not  get  rid  of  the 
idea  of  that  ftrange  extraordinary  being, 
Ke  had  made  fo  deep  an  impreffion  upon 
me,  that  he  haunted  me  in  my  dreams,  and 
was  the  firft  objed  of  my  m.editations 
when  I  awoke. 

The  iirft  vilit  I  intended  to  pay  in  the 
forenoon,  was  to  Count  San*^,  an  inti- 
mate friend  of  my  father.  The  latter 
having  given  me  fome  oral  commiffions  of 
great  importance  concerning  the  Count,  I 
haftened  as  mmch  as  pofiible  to  acquit  my- 
felf  of  my  truft.  However,  I  came  too 
late,  for  when  I  v/anted  to  be  admitted  to 
him,  I  was  informed  that. he  had  died  fud- 
denly,  two  hours  before.  Surprized  at 
this  unexpe6led  news,  I  went  home  to 
inform  my  father  of  it  by  a  letter;  the 
anfwer  to  which  is  extraordinary  enough 
to  deferve  a  place  in  my  memoirs.  The 
following  is  a  faithful  copy  of  this  fmgular 
letter,  '  ■  . 


C  3       "   ■  Peace 
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"  Peace  be  with  Count  San  *  *'s  foul ! 
Although  you  have  fent  me  the  earliell 
information  of  his  death,  my  dear  fon, 

"  yet  it  was  nothing  new  to  me  w^hen  I 
received  it.  You  fcarcely  will  credit 
it,  if  I  tell  you  that  his  death  was  made 
known  to  me  as  foon  as  he  expired;  and 

^'  you  will  be  furprifed  when  I  name  you 

"  the  melTenger  that  brought  me  that  in- 

"  telligence.    It  w^as  the  deceafed  him- 

"  felf,  who  informed  me  of  his  death. 

"  Whatever  your  ideas  may  be  when  you' 
read  this,  do  not  doubt  the  veracity  of 
your  father.  I  have  feen  him,  face  to 
face,  and  with  this  hand  which  guides 

"  my  pen,  have  1  pre  (led  his  clay  cold 
hand  for  the  lail  time.  Let  me  tell 
you  how  it  happened. 

I  was  very  uneafy  in  the  night  of  the 

"  tenth  of  this  month,  v/hich,  as  your  let- 
ter  tells  me,  w^as  the  day  when  my 
friend  died.    1  av/oke  feveral  times, 

"  and  always  thought  I  heard  fomcbody 
groan.  I  did  not  mind  it,  and  yet  felt 
my  fpirits  very  low.    A  terrible  blow 

^  againft  my  door  frighten^ed  me  out  of 

64  my 
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"  my  deep  at  fix  o'clock,  but  I  faw  no  - 
body.    Tv70  minutes  after,  it  was  re- 
peated,  and  thinking  it  was  my  valet 
"  who  had  to  tell  me  fomething  very 
"  important,    I   exclaimed.   Come   in ! 
"  when,  to  my  utter  aftonifhm.ent.  Count 
"  San**  entered  my  room  with  flow  and 
^'  folernxU  fteps.   His  face  was  deadly  wan, 
his  look  like  that  of  a  dying  man, 
ghaftly  ftaring.    He  came  to  m.y  bed^ 
^'  preffed  my  hand  filently  and  went  away. 
^  Friend!'  I  exclaimed,  'is  this  your 
laft  farewell  on  this  fide  the  grave  ?' 
"  He  turned  round,  nodded  with  his  head, 
"  and  difappeared.    '  I  thank  thee  !'  I 
"  exclaimed,  '  thou  haft  kept  thy  pro- 
"  mife.    Oftentimes  had  thou  maintain- 
"  edj  that  friendlhip  lafts  beyond  the 
"  grave,  and  that  the  icy  hand  of  death 
^'  cannot  diffolve  her  holy  bonds.  Thou 
haft  given  m.e  a  proof  of  it,  which  I  never 
^  fhall  forget.     Peace  1  peace  be  with 
thy  foul,  my  faithful  friend.' 

Since  that  time,  life  has  no  charms 
"  for  me.    The  only  object  which  ftill 
"  joins  me  to  it,  art  thou,  my  fon !  Be 
C  4  "  wiib 
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wife  and  virtuous,  and  never  let  me 
hear  that  thou  haft  ftrayedfrom  the  path 
of  religion  and  honefty.  It  certainly 
would  hurry  to  the  grave  thy  affec- 
tionate 

FATHER." 

This  letter  furprifed  me  to  the  utmoft 
degree,  becaufe  1  had  always  known  my 
father  to  be  of  a  philofophic  turn  of  mindj 
and  nothing  lefs  than  a  credulous  fanatic. 
I  iliev/ed  it  to  my  tutorj  and  begged  him  to 
give  me  his  opinion  upon  it.  He  return- 
ed it  me  with  the  following  v/ords  :  The 

moft  important  part  of  the  letter  is  its 
"  conclufion,  which  you  ought  never  to 
"  forget ;  of  the  reft  (added  he  fmiling,) 

you  may  think  what  you — cah\" 

Perceiving,  that  regard  for  my  father 
would  not  fuffer  him  to  give  his  opinion  on 
that  ftrange  incident,  I  dropped  the  fub- 
jeO:.  However,  I  was  not  fatisfied,  and 
utterly  unable  to  folve  the  riddle.  But 
let  us  return  to  my  ow^n  concerns. 

Friday  came,  and  when  th.e  fun  began 
to  fetj  i  rode  with  my  tutor  to  the  fpot 

-where 
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where  we  were  to  meet  the  myfterious 
beggar.  We  were  well  provided  with 
arms,  and  waited  with  impatience  the  ar- 
rival of  that  ilrange  being.  He  came 
from  the  adjacent  wood  at  the  appointed 
hour,  and  in  the  fame  odd  drefs  in  which 
we  had  feen  him  firft,  beckoning  to  us  to 
follow  him.  My  tutor  feemed  to  hefitate. 
— "  Let  us  follow  him,  faid  I,  we  are 

three  againfl  one,  and  well  armed  ; 
«^  what  have  we  to  fear  ?"  He  beckoned 
a  fecond  time. — But  if  he  fhould  be  a 
«^  villain,"  my  tutor  replied,  "  do  you 
^-^  know  how  many  of  his  afTociates  may  be 

concealed  behind  the  buflies  ?"  "  Ne- 
^  ver  mind,  we  fhall  find  work  enough 
^'  for  them  1"  He  beckoned  a  third  time. 

Come,  come  !"  faid  I,  pulling  my  tu- 
tor after  me^  who  feemed  to  follow  re- 
luftantly. 

When  he  faw  us  advance,  he  went 
deeper  into  the  wood.  He  uttered  not  a 
word,  but  looking  back  now  and  theng 
gave  us  a  fignal  with  his  hand  to  follow 
him.  The  farther  we  advanced,  the  more 
he  quickened  his  fteps,  What  at  firll 
C  5  fight 
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fight  had  appeared  to  us  to  be  a  fmall 
wood,  extended  itfelf  by  degrees  into  an 
immenfe  foreft,  which  grew  more  and 
more  impenetrable  and  intricate.  We 
obferved,  that  he  did  not  walk  in  a 
ftraight  line,  but  in  a  Terpentine  direction. 
The  darknefs  encreafed  when  we  had 
walked  about  half  an  hour.  My  tutor 
flopped  fuddenly-  Stay  T'  he  exclaim- 
ed, "  ftay,  good  friend,  and  tell  us  what 
"  thou  wanted  ;  we  fliall  not  proceed 

any  farther!"  However,  he  went  on 
without  returning  an  anfwer,  beckoning 
at  the  fame  time  to  us  to  follow  him. 
*^  No !  no  !"  I  exclaimed,  "  thou  fhalt 

not  efcape  us,"  offering  to  run  after 
him.  Stay,  for  God's  fake,  flay  !"  faid 
my  tutor  ;  keeping  me  back,  "  confider 

that  we  are  in  his  power!"  "What!'* 
exclaimed  f ,  "  fliould  this  fellow  play  the 
«i  fool  with  me.?"  So  faying,  I  difen- 
gaged  myfelf  and  flew  after  him.  When 
I  was  nearly  come  up  with  him,  and 
flretching  out  my  hand  to  take  hold  of 
his  tattered  garments,  he  threw  down  his 
crutches  and  coat^  and  began  to  run  with 

the 
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the  fleetnefs  of  a  hunted  deer.  I  alfo  ran 
as  faft  as  it  was  in  my  power,  but  foon 
perceived  that  he  furpaiTed  me  very  much 
in  nimbleneis.  He  poiTeired  a  wonderful 
dexterity  in  getting  through  the  bullies 
and  underwood,  whichinipeded  my  courfe 
every  moment.  Ofteniiir.es,  when  I  fan- 
cied 1  had  overtaken  him,  he  difap- 
peared  fuddenly,  and  having  fearched 
for  him  in  vain  a  confiderable  time,  he 
Ihewed  himfelf  again  at  a  great  diftance 
on  the  oppofite  fide.  Now  we  had  reach- 
ed an  open  fpot.  and  looking  back  after 
my  companicns^  whom  I  had  entirely  for- 
gotten in  the  heat  of  the  race.  I  faw  my 
old  tutor,  who  with  mv  {ervavit  had  at- 
tempted in  vain  to  follow  me,  itretch- 
ing  out  his  hands  to  m,e,  and  was  jult 
going  to  return,  when  my  man  fud- 
denly  fell  down,  without  being  able  to 
get  upon  his  legs  again.  Seeing  this,  I 
darted  to  the  place  where  he  was  ftruggling 
to  get  up,  and  was  only  one  ilep  diftant 
fram  him,  when  he  ftarted  up,  and  threw 
himfelf  into  the  adjacent  bufhes.  I  pur- 
fued  him  with  the  impetuofity  of  an  huntf- 
C  6  manj 
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man^  who  thinks  to  be  fure  of  his  game^ 
which  I  thought  was  my  cafe,  becaufe  the 
beggar  was  almoft  within  the  reach  of  my 
hand,  and  hobbled  very  much  fmce  his 
fall.  However,  I  found  myfelf  utterly 
difappointed.  I  loft  fuddenly  fight  of 
him,  and  forcing  my  way  through  the 
bullies,  faw  him  fitting  on  the  grafs  at  a 
great  diftance.  He  offered  not  to  ftir 
till  I  was  only  three  paces  diftant  from  it, 
when  he  once  more  got  up,  purfuing  the 
race  through  the  for  eft  with  incredible 
velocity,  ftill  hobbling  very  much.  It 
now  began  to  grow  extremely  dark,  and 
looking  back,  I  could  fee  none  of  my 
companions,  I  iliouted,  and  my  fervant 
aniwcied  me  at  a  greaji  diftance.  Firmly 
refolved  to  return,  and  to  find  out  my 
fellow-adventurers,  I  direfted  my  looks 
once  more  to  the  fpot  where  I  had  loil 
fight  of  the  beggar.  Imagine  my  afto- 
niihment,  when  I  faw  him  in  a  dazzling 
\mantle  hanging  on  a  tree,  and  ftruggling 
violently.  This  fight,  though  it  had  fur- 
prifed  me  very  much  at  firft,  prompted 
me  at  laft  to  make  another  attempt,  How- 

€ver;j 
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ever,  it  mifcarried  like  the  former  ones* 
He  had  difengaged  himfelf  before  I  could 
come  up  with  him,  and  began  again  to 
run.  But  now  he  could  not  efcape  me  fo 
eafily,  his  fiery  mantle  ferving  me  as  a 
guide.  I  had  indeed  taken  hold  of  him 
feveral  times,  however,  he  always  efFefted 
his  efcape  with  wonderful  facility,  and  at 
laft  difappeared  with  his  mantle.  I  wait- 
ed a  long  time,  flattering  myfelf  to  fee 
him  once  more---however  I  waited  in 
vain. 

The  darknefs  of  the  night  fwayed  all 
around,  the  faint  rays  of  the  moon  peep- 
ing  only  now  and  then  through  the  thick 
branches  of  the  trees,  which  rather  en- 
creafed  than  diminiihed  the  gloominefs  of 
the  fcene.  I  had  been  hurried  along  as  if 
in  a  trance,  and  now  firft  recovered  again 
the  proper  ufe  of  my  reafon.  "  Where 
am  I  ?"  was  my  firil  word,  "  What' 
have  I  done  ?"  However,  the  hope 
that  my  companions  could  not  be  far  off, 
gave  me  fome  comfort.  I  went  back, 
fhouting  and  hallowing  as  loud  as  I  could, 
but  no  anfwer  was  returned,    I  heard 

nothing 
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nothing  except  the  hollow  echo  of  my  own 
words. — I  fliudclerea  with  dreadful  ap- 
prehenfions,  "  Gracious  heaven  I"  I  ex- 
claimed ;  "  without  a  companion,  without 

a  guide  in  this  dreary  folitude  I"  and 
threw  rnyfelf  upon  the  ground. 

I  had  net  been  ioiig  in  this  alarming 
fituation,  when  fom.e thing  rultled  behind 
me.  I  ftarted  up  and  unfheathed  my 
fword.  "  Who  is  there  i  exclaimed; 
but  it  was  nothing  but  the  ruftling  of  the 
wind  in  the  leaves  of  the  bufhes.  Ere 
long  a  ftorm  feemed  to  be  rifing.  The 
wind  began  to  roar,  and  the  antient  oaksto 
ftiake  violently.  Fool  that  I  was  I" 
I  exclaimed  "to  fufter  myfelf  to  be  en- 
«  fnared  in  fo  filly  a  manner!"  My 
words  died  away  in  the  ftorm,  which  be- 
gan to  encreafe  every  moment.  The 
ruftling  of  the  leaves,  the  cracking  of  the 
trees,  and  the  howling  of  the  wind  com- 
pofed  a  difmal  horrid  noife.  The  light 
of  the  moon  difappeared  entirely,  and 
the  impenetrable  darknefs  of  night  fur- 
rounded  me  with  all  its  horrors. 


Overcome 
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Overcome  by  fatigue,  I  laid  myfelf 
do^^'n  once  more;  but  was  fo  reftlefs  and 
uneafy,  that  I  foon  got  up  again,  waiking 
flowlv  onwards.  The  branches  of  the 
trees  were  conftantlv  beating  in  my  face; 
I  fiumbled  every  moment,  and  feveral 
times  cam.e  to  the  ground.  I  was  feized 
with  additional  terror,  when  I  at  once 
heard  a  hovvding  and  roaring  around  me, 
which  wao  entirely  diff;;rent  from  that  of 
the  ftorm,  and  made  me  apprehend  the 
approach  of  \,-i\d  beafts.  i  gave  myfelf 
up  for  left,  ftaggering  onward  with 
the  agony  of  a  dying  perfon.  and  at 
length  came  to  an  open  fpot,  where 
I  faw  light  at  a  diftance.  I  recovered 
a  little  from  my  apprehenfions,  and  re- 
folved  to  advance  towards  it.  Ere  long 
I  perceived  that  the  howling  and  roaring 
purfued  me,  and  began  to  run  with  fo 
much  velocity,  that  I  fcarcely  touched 
the  ground.  The  ftorm  continued  to  rage 
with  unabated  fury.  My  eyes  were  con- 
ftantly  directed  to  the  fpot  where  the  light 
came  from,  and  when  I  had  nearly  reached 
it;  I  fell  fuddenly  to  the  ground.  1  hur- 
ried 


45  T  H  E  V  I  C  T  I  M  O  P 

ried  up  with  the  hafte  of  one  who  is  pur- 
fued  by  a  robber  with  .a  naked  fword,  and 
having  advanced  a  few  fteps,  found  my- 
felf  at  the  gate  of  a  caftle.    However^  I 
perceived  at  the  fame  time  to  my  greateft 
terror,  that  the  howling  and  roaring  was 
'   coming  nearer  and  nearer,  and  fancied  I 
faw  fome  wild  beafts  not  far  off.   I  knock- 
ed violently  at  the  cafcle  gate.    "  Who  is 
there?"  fomebody,  whom  I  could  not  fee, 
fnarled  v/ith  a  rough  voice  from  above. 
«^  For  God's  fake,"  exclaimed  I,  "  open 
quickly  the  gate  to  a  man  who  has  loft 
his  way  in  the  foreft,  and  is  purfued  by 
wild  beafts!"  No  anfwer  was  returned. 
My  agony  increafed  with  every  moment. 
At  length  the  gate  was  opened.    The  en- 
trance was  as  ftill  and  gloomy  as  the  grave. 
I   groped  my  way  through   the  dark. 

Come  1"  faid  the  fame  voice  I  had 
heard  before,  and  at  the  fame  time  a  handj 
cold  as  ice,  pulled  me  along.  I  fhud- 
dered  violently,  and  was  going  to  retire^ 
when  the  gate  was  fliut  after  me^  with  a 
thundering  noife. 


Perceiving 
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Perceiving  that  my  retreat  was  cut  off, 
I  bade  defiance  to  my  fate,  and  refolved  to 
meet  the  vorft  as  a.  man.  The  icy  liand 
was-drawn  back,  Y;hen  I  had  advanced  a 
few  fteps.  I  flopped,  to  wait  till  it  fhould 
again  lay  hold  of  me  and  lead  me  farther; 
but  I  waited  in  vain.  Good  friend!"' 
faid  I.  at  length,     will  you  condud  rne 

to  the  mailer  of  the  houle  — But  no 
anfwer  enfued.  I  groped  around,  expect- 
ing to  find  mv  guide,  whom  1  fancied  to 
be  near  me,  but  he  was  gone.  Although 
I  liiiened  v-rith  the  greateil  atiention,  yet 
I  could  not  hear  the  mOiL  diftant  founds 
not  a  foot-ftep  through  the  v;hole  build- 
ing. Xot  a  fmgle  rav  of  light  broke 
through  the  difmai  darknefs  vrhich  fur- 
rounded  me,  and  I  proceeded  with  ex- 
tended arms.  Having  advanced  about 
thirty  fteps,  I  felt  fome  refiftance ;  I  ex^ 
amined  vrith  mv  hand,  but  it  fuddenly  ftart. 
ed  back;  1  attempted  once  more  to  ftretch 
out  my  hand,  and  ftaggered  back,  whca 
like  the  hrft  time,  I  felt  a  heap  of  TkuUs 
and  bones.  Plorror  and  a  chilly  trem.or, 
fhook  my  whole  frame.  I  was  almoft  pe- 
trified» 
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trilled.  The  awful  flillnefs  which  fur- 
rounded  me  was  ftill  uninterrupted. 

I  was  fixed  to  the  ground,  wildly  flar- 
ing through  the  impenetrable  dafknefs. 
At  length  I  heard  a  hollow  broken  found 5 
at  a  great  dif^ance,  I  liflened  attentive- 
ly. After  a  long  paufe,  it  vibrated  in  my 
ear  a  fecond  time.  The  idea  that  I  had 
nothing  more  to  lofe^  and  that  every 
means  of  effecling  my  efcape  from  that 
refidence  of  horror  were  cut  off,  entire* 
ly  fubdued  my  fear,  and  prompted  me  to 
follow  that  found.  I  flaggered  with  fear- 
ful fteps  along  the  wall,  which  led  me  to  a 
fiaircafe.  Having  defcended  five  fteps-, 
I  heard  a  doleful  groan,  not  far  diftant. 
I  advanced  flowly,  and  with  the  utmoft 
circumfpeftion,  mufing  on  my  aukward 
fituation,  when  at  once  I  felt  miy  paffage 
■obftruded  by  a  door,  which  I  opened 
without  difficulty.  The  room  to  which 
it  led,  was  alfo  a  refidence  of  darknefs 
and  difmal  filence.  I  hallowed,  but  no 
anfwer  was  returned,  and  I  refolved  to 
enter  it  boldly.  Fortunately  I  examined 
the  entrance  with  my  foot^  before  I  pro- 

ceeded^i 
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c^eded,  and  found  with  unfpeakable  hor- 
ror, that  it  was  bottomlefs.  The  hollow 
difmal  found  Uruck  my  ear  again,  from  a 
fraall  dillance.  I  fhuddered  violently, 
and  flaggcred  onward.  Every  thing  was 
lonely  and  filent  all  around.  I  came  to  a 
fecond  ftair  cafe,  afcended  feven  fteps, 
and  then  defcended  as  many,  when  my 
eyes  fuddenly  beheld  a  faint  glimmer  of 
light,  which  feemed  to  emerge  from  be- 
low, at  a  great  dillance.  Coming  nearer,  I 
obferved  that  I  was  ftanding  on  the  brink 
of  a  deep  abyfs,  from  which  the  glimmer 
broke  forth.  An  old  half  rotten  ftaircafe 
led  down.  I  refolved  to  rifle  every  thing, 
and  pulling  off  my  fhoes  in  order  to  avoid 
making  a  noife,  began  to  defcend.  When 
I  came  to  the  eighth  ftep,  I  heard  the  hol- 
low found  again :  I  flopped  a  minute,  and 
then  w^ent  on  w^ith  returning  courage. 
When  I  had  reached  the  middle,  the  light 
fuddenly  difappeared,  and  impenetrable 
darknefs  furrounded  me  once  more.  I 
Hopped  and  began  to  confider  what  I 
fhould  do,  when  a  ftone  got  loofe  beneath 
my  fectj  rolling  down  with  a  terrible  noife 

as2.inft 
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againil  the  door  of  the  vault.  Who  dif- 
tiirbs  my  red?"  the  hollow,  well  known 
voice  exclaimed.  Terror  fealed  my  lips^ 
aPxd  I  was  rivetted  to  the  ground  in  dread 
expeSlation.  The  door  of  the  vault  open- 
ed ilowly,  and  a  pale  white  figure  appear, 
edj  with  a  candle  in  one  hand.  It  ad- 
vanced two  ftepsj  lifted  up  one  hand  in  a 
menacing  manner,  and  difappeared.  My 
fenfes  were  left  in  anxions  dreadj  my  blood 
congealed  within  my  veins. 

I  do  not  know  how  I  got  up  the  fteps. 
Having  recovered  a  little  the  ufe  of  my 
fenfes,  I  perceived  that  I  was  on  a  way 
quite  different  from  that  which  I  camCj  and 
arrived  at  the  bottom  of  a  fpirai  itaircafe, 
I  had  reached  the  fecond  partition,  when 
I  pufbed  againft  a  window  with  my  right 
hand,  fhivering  the  glafs-pane  in  a  thou- 
fand  pieces.  "  Who  is  there?"  a  rough 
voice  exclaimed.  At  the  fame  time  I 
heard  fome  perfon  open  a  door,  and  was 
juft  going  tp  anfv/er,  when  a  moil  alarming 
difcourfe  filled  me  with  new  apprehen- 
fions.  "  Have  you  fbarpened  the  knife  ?'* 
one  of  the  talkers  afKed*    «^  Yes,  it  is 

;  bright 
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bright  and  fliarp,"  replied  another 
voice,  his  blood  fliali  flow  abundant- 
ly," With  thefe  words  the  door  burft  open. 
Horror  and  defpair  winged  my  fteps, 
I  flew  down  the  fiaircafe,  when  I  was  fud- 
denly  ftopt  by  the  ice-cold  hand  which  I 
had  felt  on  my  entrance  in  that  abode  of 
terror.  My  fenfes  fled,  and  I  dropped 
down. 

When  I  opened  my  eyes,  I  found  my- 
felf  in  a  fplendid  room,  and  a  girl  Yzith 
two  fervants  were  fitting  by  my  bed-fide, 
chafing  my  temples.  "  Where  am  I  ?'* 
were  the  firft  founds  I  uttered.  They  af- 
fured  m.e  I  was  in  good  hands,  and  on  my 
farther  inquiries  to  whom  the  houfe  be- 
longed, I  was  informed  it  was  the  proper- 
ty of  the  Countefs  of  Darbis,  who  would 
be  glad  to  fee  me  the  next  morning.  An 
excellent  fupper  was  foon  after  placed 
on  the  table,  and  the  fervants  retired 
when  I  had  finiflied  my  meal. 

When  left  to  myfelf,  I  began  to  mufe 
on  the  adventures  of  that  eventful  and 
alarming  evening.  A  thoufand  ideas 
crowded  upon  my  imagination;  and  I 
I  could 
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could  not  find  a  clue  to  extricate  myfelf 
from  the  mazes  of  wonder  and  aftonifh- 
ment  in  which  I  was  loft.  "  In  whofc 
"  power  am  I  at  prefent?  what  will  be- 

come  of  me  ?"  Thefe,  and  fimilar  ideas, 
lay  heavy  on  my  heart.  I  was  impatient 
to  have  the  myftery  of  my  fituation  un- 
folded, and  yet  dreaded  that  period. 
Hope  and  fear  crowded  alternately  upon 
my  foul,  and  thus  I  fell  at  length  afleep, 
overcome  by  fatigue  of  body  and  mind. 

I  awoke  at  ten  o'clock  in  the  morning, 
and  after  breakfaft,  was  ufliered  in  to  the 
lady  of  the  caftle.  Where  fhall  I  find 
words  to  defcribe  the  fenfations  which  vio- 
lently thrilled  every  nerve  of  mine,  when 
1  beheld  my  hoftefs  ?^ — I  v/ill  faithfully  re- 
late what  I  faw  and  heard. 

I  was  conduced  through  three  apart- 
ments  to  a  clofet,  in  which  a  lady  dreffed 
in  black,  with  a  veil  of  the  fame  colour, 
was  feated  on  a  fofa.  She  rofe  when  I 
entered  the  clofet,  courtefied  very  civilly, 
and  then  retook  her  feat,  unveiling  her 
face.  The  word  I  was  going  to  utter  died 
on  my  lips.  I  never  have  feen  a  counte- 
nance 
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nance  more  ftriking  and  enchanting  than 
her  s.  So  much  gentlenefs  and  expreffion, 
fo  much  beauty  and  grandeur  I  never  be- 
held in  a  female  face.  A  melancholy  trait, 
which  mingled  with  the  brilliancy  of  her 
exquifite  charms,  gave  her  beauty  addi- 
tional attra61ive  power.  But  I  blufh  at 
the  weak  pidure  1  have  drawn,  and  can- 
didly confefs,  that  it  is  far  beneath  the  un- 
parallelled  original.  After  a  long  paufe 
of  w^onder  and  aflonifhment,  1  faid  fome- 
thing  in  a  faltering  accent,  which  was  to 
be  an  excufe  for  mv  intrudino;  vifit.  She 
could  not  but  obferve  the  confufion  in 
which  the  fight  of  her  had  thrown  me; 
however,  flie  bade  me  welcome  to  her  caf- 
tle,  in  very  good  French,  and  begged  me 
to  be  feated. 

Her  kindnefs  difpelled  my  perplexity, 
and  gave  me  new  courage.  I  re.ated  my 
adventures  candidly.  She  was  feized  witli^ 
aftonifliment,  and  could  not  comprehend 
the  myftery  of  my  rencontre  w^ith  the  beg- 
gar. I  confeffed  that  I  alfo  could  not  un- 
fold it;  when  her  valet  entered  the  room 

with 
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with  a  fmall  box  and  a  letter,  which  he 

gave  to  the  lady. 

"  When  has  this  letter  been  brought 
fhe  allied  her  fervant.  "  Juft  now,"  he 
replied.  "  Sir,  will  you  be  fo  kind  as 
to  tell  me  your  name  ?"  I  did  it  with- 
out hefitation.  She  gave  me  the  box,  and 
I  was  {truck  with  aftonifliment  v/hen  I 
o"pened  it.  The  300  ducats,  the  two  dia- 
mond rings,  and  the  papers  which  my 
tutor  had  miffed,  were  inclofed  in  it. 
The  lady  feeing  my  aftonifhment,  fmiled 
and  gave  me  the  letter.  Its  purport  ran 
as  follows  :  >  .      -  ■ 

"  My  Lady, 
*^  The  contents  of  the  box  which  you 
will  receive  along  with  this  letter,  are 
the  property  of  the  young  nobleman 
who  came  laft  night  to  your  caftle.  I 
beg  you  will  be  fo  kind  to  deliver  it 
"  to  him,  if  his  name  is  Miguel  de  ViU 
u  la*q." 

Wonderful !"  exclaimed  I,  "  my  namie 
^«  has  as  yet  been  a  fecret  in  this  country, 
how  can  he  have  found  it  out  ?" 

You  fee/'  the  lady  replied,  "  that 
I  *^  you 
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^  you  are  in  the  power  of  a  man  whom 
you  cannot  efcape, — Who  has  brought 

«  the  letter  ?" 

The  valet  fmiled.  I  never  have  feen 
a  drefs  fo  whimfical  as  that  of  the  mef- 
fenger."  Imagine  to  yourfelf,  my  lady,  a 

man  with  a  motley  co3.t  compofed  of  a 

thoufand  rags,  a  beautiful  fatin  waiftcoat 

richly  embroidered,  a  faow-white  beard, 

black  hair— 

Make  hafte,  my  friend,  mike  haile  to 
ftop  him  !"   I  exclaimed,      don't  let 

"  him  go. — -Where  is  he  ?— I  vvill  fee 
him." 

It  is  too  late,  my  Lord  !  he  went  away 
as  foon  as  he  had  delivered  the  box  and 
the  letter." 

The  Countefs  ordered  her  fervant  to. 
purfue  hini  without  delay,  and  to  bring 
]iim  back  if  poffible.  The  valet  promifed 
10  do  his  utmoft,  and  ruihed  out  of  the 
apartment, 

"  My  Lady  T'  faid  I,  fqueezing  the  hand 
of  my  charming  hoftefs,  "  I  would  give 
"  any  thing  if  I  could  fpeak  with  that 
"  man.    O  !  if  you  could  procure  me  that 

happinefs  I" 

Vol,  L  P       ■  Draw- 
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Drawing  her  hand  back,  flie  replied 
fmiling,  "  and  what  would  you  give,  my 
«i  Lord  ?" 

"  My  God  !  the  moft  valuable  trinket  I 

have  in  my  poiTeffion  I"  So  faying,  I 
took  out  one  of  the  diamond  rings.  The 
Countefs  darted.    "  How  dear  mud  that 

man  be  to  you,  if  you  can  refolve  to 

make  him  fuch  afacrificel" 
"  I  candidly  confefs,  my  Lady,  that 
"  my  curiofity  has  the  greater  fliare  in  it, 
"  for  incertitude  is  the  moft  painful  thing. 
"  The  myftery  muft  be  diffoived,  even  if 
^'  it  fliould  coft  me  ever  fo  much." 

"  What  ftrange  beings  you  men  are ! 

you  accufe  our  fex  of  curiofity,  and 
"  you  yourfclves  cannot  refill  the  charms 

of  that  enchantrefs." 

"  I  cannot  but  confefs,  my  lady,  that  I 
"  always  have  been  extremely  fond  of 

every  thing  myfterious  and  uncommon. 

(She  darted.)  Perhaps  I  fliall  render 
"  myfelf  ridiculous  in  your  eyes  by  that 
^»  confeffion ;  however  this  weaknefs  is  fo 
^'  ftrongly  interwoven  with  my  nature, 
^  that  1  find  it  impoffible  to  get  rid  of  it," 

^^Why 
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Why  ridiculous  ?  I  rather  am  coiv 
"  vinced,  that  the  defire  for  uncommon 
<^  and  adventurous  events  has  produced 
"  men  of  the  firft  greatnefs ;  I  am  con- 
"  vinced,  that  without  a  certain  degree 
of  enthufiafm  no  great  memorable  aclion 
can  be  performed." 

Do  you  know,  my  Lady,  that  by  your 
<^  kind  defence  of  my  turn  of  mind,  you 
<^  are  difplaying  your  own  merits  ?" 
"  How  do  vou  mean  that  ?" 
"  What  eife,  but  a  fondnefs  for  what  is 
uncommion  and  extraordinary,  could 
have  prompted  fo  charming  a  lady,  who 
would  be  the  pride  of  the  moil  elegant 
:     circles,   to  withdraw   from  the  great 
world,  where  fhe  would  be  the  obje6l  of 
univerfal  admiration,  to  fhut  herfelf  up 
*^  in  a  folitary  caftle,  and  to  relign  her 
claim  to  the  pleafures  of  life  ?" 
"  Alas !  the  pleafures  of  life  have  np 
charms  for  me,"  Die  replied  with  em.otion. 
My  Lady —  >  • 

"  Every  fenfe  for  pleafure  is  dead 
within  me  fmce  Count  William  ha^ 
been  fnatched  away  from  my  bofom 
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in  the  prime  of  life — (here  a  pearly 
"  tear  Hole  from  her  large  blue  eye) — ^^he 

has  taken  with  him  to  the  grave  what- 
"  ever  could  have  made,  life  dear  to 
«  me." 

When  the  fweet  mourner  was  thus  la» 
menting  her  unhappy  fate,  a  terrible  noifc 
arofe  in  the  caftle,  the  door  of  our  apart- 
ment opened,  and  three  (lout  fellows 
brought  the  beu^^ar  tied  with  cords  into 
the  clofet. 

"  What  crime  have  I  comimiited  (he 
exclaimed  with  a  terrible  look  as  he 
entered  the  apartment)  that  you  fuffer 
me  to  be  treated  in  fo  cruel  a  man- 
"  ner 

This  has  been  done  aga.in{l  my  will," 
faid  I,  terrified. 

"  My  Lord,"  faid  one  of  the  fellows 
who  guarded  him,  "  we  could  not  bring 

him  hither  by  other  means ;  he  refufed 
^»  to  follow  US  to  the  caille,  and  defended 

himfelf  fo  farioufly  that  we  were  ne- 
^'  ceffitated  to  tie  him." 

¥/hiIe  the  fervant  was  fpeaking,  the 
iiranger  difengaged  himfelf  from  the  srafp^5 

of 


A  G  I  C  A  L  DELUSION.  53 
©f  Iiis  guard,  tore  the  cords  afunder,  threw 
one  of  his  keepers  to  the  ground,  and 
mfhed  into  the  adjoining  room. 

There  he  will  not  efcape  us,"  faid 
^  the  Countefs  as  I  was  flying  after  him, 
fear  nothing,  the  room  is  well  fecured.  '' 
He  had  bolted  the  door  from  within. 
I  burft  it  violently  open,  looking  eager- 
ly around,  but  it  v^as  empty.  "  Where 
^  can  he  be  ?"  I  exclaimed,  examining 
every  corner  with  anxious  looks.  Hoy/- 
ever  all  my  fearches  were  fruitlefs,  not  a 
fmgle  trace  of  the  ilranger  was  feen.  I 
•was  ilruck  with  dumb  aRonifhment,  gaz- 
ing wildly  at  the  company. 

A  fere  am  of  the  Countefs  roufed  me 
from  my  aftonifliment.  She  was  as  pale 
as  afiies,  and  funk  liielefs  in  my  arms. 

This  accident  would  certainly  have 
alarmed  m^e  very  m.uch  at  any  other  time  ; 
but  at  prefent  the  ftranger  engaged  miy 
whole  attention,  and  made  me  regardlefs 
to  any  other  objeft.  When  I  recovered 
the  ufe  of  my  fenfes,  and  the  Countefs 
from  her  fainting  fit,  we  were  daring  at 
each  other  v>^ith  filent  wonder  for  fome 
D  3  minutes. 
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minutes.  At  length  flie  ordered  her  peo- 
ple to  retire. 

Was  it  a  dream  or  an  apparition 
file  exclaimed  when  left  to  ourfelves. 
'•It  was  no  dream,  my  Lady  1" 

Then  the  ftranger  has  really  difap« 
*^  peared  ?" 

^*  So  it  feems." 

She  Juddered  violently. 

Gracious  Heaven  !  how  is  it  pof- 
fible  ?"  file  refumedj  after  a  long  paufe  of 
horror. 

But  pray,  my  Lady,  is  there  no  fe- 
cret  fide  door,  through  which  the  ilran- 
ger  could  have  efFe8:ed  his  efcape  ?" 

I  am  fure  there  is  none  !"  At  the  fame 
time  file  led  me  to  every  part  of  the 
room ;  but  after  the  iiricleft  fearch  no 
fecret  door  could  be  found.  The  win*- 
dows  were  (Irongly  grated  with  maffy  iron 
bars,  he  could  not  of  courfe  have  efcaped 
that  way ;  he  could  not  be  concealed  in 
the  room,  for  there  was  no  furniture  iti 
it,  except  fome  chairs  and  tables  and  a 
fofa. 

I  muft  confefs  (faid  I  after  a  fiiort 
paufe,  during  which  fhe  viewed  me  from 

"  top 
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top  to  toe)  now  I  alfo  do  not  know 

what  to  think." 
The  Countefs  grew  more  and  more 
gloomy  and  ferious.  She  feemed  to  re- 
volve fomething  importa.nt  in  her  mind, 
and  after  fome  minutes  of  fpee chiefs  me- 
ditation, fell  on  her  knees  folding  her 
hands. 

Every  fenfe  of  mine  was  loft  in  anx« 
ious  expectation  and  aftonifliment.  "  Un- 
knov/n.    miyfterious    being  !"   fire  ex 
claimed,  with  evident  marks  of  folemn 
awe,      if  thou  art  ftill  hovering  around 
us,  invifible  to  mortal  eyes,  O  [  then 
hear  the  prayers  of  an  unhappy  ^.'omanl 
To  thee^  at  whofe  dread  command  obey 
the  fecret  powers  of  nature,  I  addrefs 
myfelf,  for  mortal  m.en  cannot  alleviate 
my  fufFerings.    If  thou  canft  open  the 
"  iron  gates  of  death,  and  recall  to  life 
his  victims,  then  let  me  fee  once  more 
a  beloved  hufband,  who  has  been  torn 
from  my  arms  in  a  horrid  cruel  man- 
ner,  that  I  may  prefs  him  once  more  to 
"  my  faithful  heart,  and  bid  him  a  laft 
farewell  1" 

D  4  I  was 


S6  THEVICTIMOF 

I  was  thrilled  with  ftrange  fenfations  at 
this  prayer. 

The  Countefs  ftill  was  kneeling,  with 
folded  hands,  and  feemed  violently  agi- 
tated. Tears  of  anguifh  bedewed  her 
lovely  face,  and  fhe  refumed  groaning  : 

O  !  if  my  lamentations  and  fighs  can 

reach  thy  ear,  if  the  fufrerings  of  a  hap- 

lefs  being  can  move  thy  heart  v/ith  pity, 

let  me  behold  once  more  the  darling 
"  of  my  heart.  I  do  not  requeft  the  in- 
"  cxorable  fate  to  grant  me  the  blifs  of 

having  my  dear  unhappy  V/illiam  ref- 
"  tored  for  ever  to  thefe  arms.  All  that 
"  I  dare  to  wifti,  is  to  have  the  fad  plea- 

fure  of  feeing  him  once  more,  and  to 

bid  him  a  laft  adieu." 

Here  tears  and  heavy  lighs  prevented 
her  from  praying  any  longer,  when  fud- 
denly  a  voice  was  heard :  "  Tbou  /halt 
meet  Mm  here  once  more^  after  three  days^  at 
the  hour  of  'midnight,  I  inftantly  knew 
the  voice  of  the  ftr anger,  and  looked 
arL^ioufiy  around  v/ith  awful  dread,  but 
could  fee  nothing.  A  chilly  fweat  be- 
dewed my  face ;  a  cold  tremor  feized  my 
frame  with  icy  fangs. 

The 
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The  CouDtefs  Tiareci  vildly  at  me.  for 
fome  minutes,  and  at  once  ftarted  fudden- 
Iv  upc  grafping  my  hand  as  if  in  a  trance. 
^'  Do  vou  hear?''  exclaimed  fne.  vrith  a 
dreadful  joy.    "  Do  you  hear?   I  fliall 
fee  him  again.    My  prayers  are  heard. 
I  fliall  prefs  mv  William  once  more  to 
this  fond  bofom.  fliall  hear  once  more 
the  harmony  of  his  voice.     O:  happ^', 
happy,    Vvuflied  for  meeting !"  Thea 
file  began  to  meafure  the  room  vridi  hafty 
ftrides,  exclaiming  ever  and  anon.  I 
fliall  fee  once  more  my  dear,  my  adored 
Lord,  and  bid  him  an  eternal  adieu." 
Mv  feelings  almofl  overpowered  me ;  I 
could  not  ffand  any  longer  that  affecting 
fcene.  and  left  the  room..    She  v.-as  clofle 
at  my  heels,  and  conjured  me  to  keep  the 
ilricteii  (ecrecv.  and  not  to  drop  a  word 
about  the  appointed  mcedng  in  the  pre- 
fence  of  her  fervants.  which  I  readily 
promifed.       This  day."  added  flne  '-fliali 
be  a  day  of  rejoicing.     Excufe  the- 
violence  of  my  emoiions — T  cannot 
check  the  powerful  effects  of  fenfations 
*^  whiwh  I  have  long  been  a  ftranger  to. 

D  5  —Will 
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u  — Will  you  be  fo  kind  to  fliare  with  me 
the  joys  of  this  day  ?"  "  I  am  very  for- 
ry,"  I  replied,  "  that  it  is  not  in  my 
power  to  accept  your  kindofFer;  but  you 
know,  my  Lady,  that  my  worthy  tutor 
is  iliil  ignorant  of  my  fate ;  and  you  can 
ealily  think  that  the  good  old  man  will 
expeB:  my  return  with  painful  anxiety." 
She  could  not  contcfl  the  juftnefs  of  my 
remark;  infilled  however  upon  my  flay- 
ing dinner.    No  other  choice  was  left  me, 
but  to  accept  her  prcfBng invitation.  The 
dinner  was  excellent,  and  the  Countefs 
fo  lively  and  good  humoured,  that  the 
fervants  were   furprifcd,  and  began  to 
whifper  their  remarks  in  each  other's  ear. 

Dinner  being  ovcr^  flie  difmiffed  me, 
but  not  before  I  had  folemnly  promi fed 
to  return  with  my  tutor  in  three  days,  if 
Bot  fooner.  However,  I  did  not  leave  the 
houfe  before  I  had  cleared  up  my  whole 
myllerious  adventure  of  the  preceding 
night.  The  ice-cold  hand— the  flvulls  and 
bones- — the  fpeOire,  and  every  thing  that 
had  filled  m.e  with  fo  much  terror,  I  found 
now  fo  natural^  that  I  bluftied  at  my 

childifli 
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clnldiili  fears.  The  cold  hand  belonged 
to  the  phlegmatic  porter,  and  perhaps  it  ap- 
peared then  colder  tome  than  it  really  was, 
becaufe  I  was  very  much  heated.  Ke  had 
drawn  his  hand  fuddenly  back,  becaufe  I 
trembled  violendy,.  and  ftruggled  to  dif- 
engage  miyfelf.  He  had  not  anfwered  my 
queftion.  becaufe  I  had  afked  it  with  a 
faltering  voice,  and  left  me  to  light  the 
•candle  which  the  wind  had  extinguiflied. 
My  ftaggering  fteps  had  led  me  to  a  re- 
mote part  of  the  houfe.  where  the  Coun- 
tefs  had  erecied  a  kind  of  maufoleiim  to 
her  deceafed  Lord ;  and  m^y  hand  ha.d 
touched  the  fkidls  and  hum.an  bones  it  was 
decorated  with.  The  groans  and  fighs, 
which  I  had  heard,  came  from,  an  old  poor 
woman,  who  had  a  violent  tooth-ache. 
Vrhen  the  ftone  rolled  down,  flie  went 
out  of  the  cellar,  where  fne  was  fuffered 
to  lie,  to  fee  who  was  there;  flie  threat- 
ened me  with  her  hand,  and  vrent  back, 
becaufe  flie  miiflook  me  for  one  of  the  fer- 
vants,  and  fancied  the  ftone  had  beeri 
thrown  down  on  purpofe  to  frighten  her. 
The  door  which  had  led  me  to  the  bottom- 
D  6  lefs 
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lefs  room,  belonged  to  an  old  cellar,  where 
the  fteps  had  been  deftroyed  by  the  ra- 
vages of  time,  and  which  the  fervants  had 
left  open  out  of  careleifnefs.  The  room 
on  the  fpiral  ftaircafe,  where  I  had  broken 
the  glafs-pane,  was  inhabited  by  the  cook 
and  butler.  Their  difcourfe,  part  of  wdiich 
I  had  overheard,  concerned  a  hog,  which 
was  to  be  killed  the  next  day.  When  I 
was  hurrying  down  the  ftaircafe,  the  por- 
ter received  me  in  his  arms,  being  afraid 
I  might  tumble  down,  and  carried  me, 
during  my  fwoon,  to  the  apartment  where 
I  recovered  the  ufe  of  my  fenfes.  I  was 
afhamed  that  this  accidental  concurrence 
of  circumftances,  which  if  coolly  conlider- 
ed,  w^ere  nothing  lefs  than  alarming,  could 
have  rendered  me  fo  ridiculoufly  fearful, 
and  cowardly,  and  took  a  firm  refolution 
to  a8:  with  more  refleftion  in  future. 
"  This   adventure,"   faid   I   to  myfelf, 

fiiali  teach  me  to  bridle  my  impetuous 
"  imagination,  to  examine  every  thing 
"  uncommon  by  the  torch  of  reafon,  and 
«^  thus  to  guard  my  underftanding  againft 

the  dangerous  delufions  of  a  lively, 

impetuous  fancy." 

I  gave 
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I  gave  a  ducat  to  the  fervant  of  the 
Countefs,  who  had  been  fent  with  me  to 
{how  me  the  way,  for  his  trouble,  as  I  pre- 
tended; however  my  real  view  was  to 
bribe  him  to  a  confeffion,  my  curiofity  of 
receiving  a  fatisfa8;ory  information  of  the 
circumftances,  and  the  life  of  the  Coun- 
tefs, being  harrowed  up  to  the  utmoft  de- 
gree; but  I  was  very  much  difappointed. 

«  All  that  I  know  of  my  Lady  (faid 
«^  he)  is  very  little,  becaufe  I  have  not 
been  long  in  her  fervice.    She  came 
about  three  months  ago  to  this  caftle, 
"  with  an  old  gentleman  whom  ihe  called 
"  uncle,  and  a  fervant,  v/ho  departed  as 
"  foon  as  fire  was  properly  fettled.  She 
leads  a  very  retired  and  blamelefs  life, 
is  faid  to  have  been  married  in  her.nine- 
teenth  year  to  an  amiable  noblernan, 
who  three  years  after  his  marriage  had 
"  been  affalTmated,   nobody  knows  by 
^'  whom  ?    She  has  lamented  her  poor 
Lord  thefe  two  years,  and  never  re- 
"  ceives   company.    No   one    can  tell 
"  where  flie  conies  from;  fhe  is  fuppofed 
to  be  very  rich^  and  of  a  great  and  no- 
ble 
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ble  family.  Many  people  think  that  the 
"  name  by  which  fhe  goes  is  fiBitious." 

I  aiked  him  whether  he  knew  nothinsr 
further  of  her  ? 

«  Not  a  fyllable  (anfwered  he,  after  a 
fhort  filence)  except  that  fhe  is  the  beft 
^'  lady  on  earth,  has  an  excellent  heart, 
"  and  performs  many  charitable  deeds  in 
<^  fecret.    She  fends,  for  inllance,  every 
*^  week  one  of  us  in  difguife  to  tov^?n5  to 
inquire  for  people  who  have  been  re- 
ducecl  by  unmerited  misfortunes,  and 
to  adminiller  relief  to  them.    But  we 
muft  carefully  conceal  from  thofe  ob- 
jeSs  of  her  benevolence  the  name  of 
"  their  benefa6:refs,  if  we  will  not  be  dif- 
miffed  her  fervice. 

"  Excellent  woman  1"  exclaimed  I,  and 
was  jufl  going  to  give  vent  to  the  feelings 
of  my  heart,  when  the  fervant  direfted  my 
a.ttention  to  two  people  who  were  walking 
towards  us.  We  had  not  advanced  fifty 
fleps,  when  I  knew  them  to  be  my  tutor 
and  my  fervant. 

I  flew  on  the  wings  of  impatience  and 
joy  to  meet  them,  and  preffed  my  old  go- 
a  vernor 
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vernor  with  as  mucli  rapture  to  my  heart 
as  if  I  had  not  Teen  him  many  years.  The 
firft  emotions  of  joy  being  over,  I  fent 
the  fervant  of  the  Countefs  back,  and  or- 
dered my  valet  to  follow  him  at  a  diftance. 
Then  I  related  to  my  tutor  at  large,  the 
adventures  I  had  met  with  fmce  our  fepa- 
ration.    His  countenance  befpoke  alter- 
nately anxiety,  joy  and aftoniihment,  while 
I  was  relating  my  extraordinary  tale,  at  the 
c on cl u fi o n  of  w hi ch  h e  p re  ITe d  m e  to  h i s  b o- 
fom  w^ith  a  father's  tendernefs,  cxclaimincj 
wdth  tears  of  pleafure  in  his  eyes.  Thank 
God!  thank  God !  that  you  are  reftored 
to  me ! — But  ought  I  not  to  chide  you 
a  little  (added  he  fmiling)  for  all  the  un- 
ealinefs  and  forrow  I  have  fuffered  on 
your  account.    The  danger  in  which 
my  life  has  been  I  will  not  mention,  for 
^'  that  you  could  not  forefee.":  ,  "  Your  life 
in  danger?*'    I  exclaimed,  terrified. 
The  fervant  can  witnefs  it  l"  he  replied, 
calling  our  man.    Now  1  firil  perceived 
that  the  poor  fellow  was  very  muchv/ound- 
ed  in  his  face.       For  heaven's  fake  !  what 
has  happened  ?"    "  Let  me  tell  you 

the 
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the  ftory  from  the  beginning,"  faid  my 
tutor. 

"  I  was  running  after  you  yeflerday^ 
as  long  as  my  legs  would  carry  me.  but 
when  I  funk  to  the  ground,  over- 
powered  by  fatigue,  I  ordered  the  fervant 
to  follow  you.  He  returned  when  it 
was  waxing  dark,  with  the  intelligence 
"  that  he  had  loft  fight  of  you,  and  not 
"  been  able  to  trace  you  out.  Not 
knowing  our  way  back,  we  were  obliged 
to  refolve  to  fleep  in  the  foreft.  We 
laid  ourfelves  down  beneath  an  ancient 
oak,  and  foon  fell  afleep  in  fpite  of  the 
roaring  tempeft."  I  interrupted  him; 
have  you  alfo  heard  the  roaring  and 
howling  of  wild  beafts  ?" 
"  We  heard  the  roaring  of  the  ftorm 
and  the  croaking  of  the  raven,  but  no 
found  of  wild  beafts.  Have  you 
"  heard  any  thing  Petro  ?" 

The  fervant  denied  it,  and  I  begged  my 
tutor  to  proceed,  not  without  fome  marks 
of  aftoniftiment.  Having  viewed  me 
a  while  with  examining  looks, he  continued 
liis  narrative. 

The 
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The  dawn  of  morn  was  breaking 
^'  through  the  clouds,  vrhen  I  awakened 
"  the  fervant.    I  w^as  determined  to  go 
in  fearch  of  you,  happen  what  would. 
"  Having  advanced  about  half  a  mile, 
two  ruffians  rufhed  out  of  a  thicket): 
and  foon  were  joined  by  four  more, 
"  We  were  furrounded  in  a  moment* 
"  Their  countenance  betokened  thirft  for 
blood  and  murder,  and  their  dagg^ers 
*•  were  unfiieathed  in  a  tv/inklin^  of  an 
eye.    '  Here  is  money,  I  exclaimed, 
"  ^  Spare  our  life.'     ^  Dov7n  with  the 
6'  rafcals  1'  exclaimed  their  favage-look- 
ing  leader,  fnatching  the  purfe  from 
my  hand,  and  at  the  fame  time  attack- 
"  ed  me  with  his  ruffian  band  in  a  moft 
furious  manner.    The  daggers  of  our 
aggreffi3r  were  chiefly  pointed  at  me. 
*•  I  defended  myfeif  with  unfpeakable  fu- 
ry ;  however,  my  rage  would  have 
availed  me  very  little  againli  the  united 
ftrength  of  fix  Ptout  fellows  who  fought 
with  undaunted  ardour,  if  Pietro  had 
"  not  fupported  me  fo  bravely.  His 
zeal  in  faving  my  life  made  him  forget 
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his  own  defence,  witnefs  thefe  wounds* 
Yet  we  ceitainiy  fliould  have  been 
overpowered  at  laft,  if  heaven  had  not 
fentathird  perfon  toour  affiftance.  And 
who  do  you  think  it  was  ? — The  Vv'him- 
fical  begg-ar  w^as  that  g^uardian-an^el." 
Aftoniihment  and  wonder  did  not  fuffcr 

me  to  utter  a  fmgle  wordj  and  my  tutor 

re  fumed : 

He  flood  fuddenly  before  us,  as  if 
fallen  from  the  clouds,  and  to  him  1 
certainly  owe  the  prefervation  of  my 
life,  for  he  warded  off  the  ftroke  of  a 
poniard  which  w^ould  have  pierced  my 
heart.  The  ruffians  no  fooner  faw  him, 
w^hen  they  flung  down  their  poniards 
ar,id  ran  howling  away.  '  Now  you 
may  return  to  the  town,  without  fear, 
(faid  he)  you  are  fafe.'  He  then  left 
us  fuddenly  before  w^-e  could  utter  a 
word.    We  returned  to  town;  how- 

"  ever,  the  idea  of  the  dangers  which  might 

^'  threaten  your  life  haunted  me  every 
where,  and  I  refolved  to  go  once  more 
in  fearch  of  you.  Pictro  reminded  me 
of  the  danger  in  which  I  had  been  this 

"  morningj 
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«^  morning,  and  entreated  me  to  let  him 
go  alone  ;  however,  anxiety  for  you 
did  not  fuffer  me  to  Hay  behind,  and  I 
am  rejoiced  that  nothing  could  per- 
^*  fuade  me  to  liflen  to  his  prayers,  for 
I  (hould  then  not  have  had  the  pleafure 
of  preffingyou  to  my  bofom  fo  foon." 
",Deareft,  beil  of  men!"  He  flopped 
rny  mouth,  and  would  not  fuffer  me  to  go 
on.    "  No  praife  !  no  thanks  !"  faid  he, 
I  have  followed  the  impulfe  of  my 
heart,  and  am  amply  rewarded  for  it  by 
your  fafety.    Eut  do  you  know,  that 
this  accident  has  coft  us  the  ref}:  of  our 
«^  wealth.'' 

"  Did  I  not  tell  you,  that  the  ftranger 
has  returned  me  every  thing  ?"  So  fay- 
ing, I  gave  him  the  box. 

Every  thing  ?"  he  replied,  after  he 
had  infpetled  it.  "  Is  not  one  of  the  dia- 
mond  rinQ;s  m.ifTmor?" 

That  I  have  given  to  the  Countefs.'* 
He  ftarted  back,  feized  with  aflonifh* 
ment. 

"  I  have  told  you,  that  I  promifed 
•  in  a  fit  of  enthufiafm,  fo  give  her  the 

rings 
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*^  ring,  if  fhe  €ould  procure  me  an  in- 
terview  with  the  rayfterious  beggar  ; 

*^  fhe  fent  her  people  after  him ;  he  ap- 

*^  peared  and  the  ring  was  gone." 
"  What  an  enormous  extravagance 

«^  And  file  accepted  it  ?" 

She  refufed  it  at  firit,  and  even  feeni- 
ed  offended  at  my  offer ;  however,  my 
pride  being  wounded,  I  preffed  her  fo- 
long  and  fo  ardently,  'till  fhe  at  length 
yielded  to  my  importunate  prayers.'' 
Weil  then,"  faid  fhe,  "  I  will  accept 
the  ring,  and  wear  it  in  memory  of  the 
man  who  has  been  the  chief  m.eans  to 
afford  me  an  opportunity  of  fatisfying 

*^  the  moil  ardent  defire  of  my  heart." 
My  tutor  fhook  his  head.    "  I  almofl 
fhould  fufpeO:,"  faid  he  fmiling,  "  that 
pride  has  had  the  fmalleft  fliare  in  this 
gift.    What  does  your  heart  fay  to 

«  that?" 

Indeed !  I  do  not  comprehend  you." 
Not?  Why  then,  do  you  blufli  ?" 
"  My  Lord !  pray  look  at  that  ftrange 
man  yonder  1"  my  fervant  exclaimed, 
fuddenly,  pointing  at  a  man  who  at  fom< 

diflancc 
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diftance  was  walking  up  and  down  with 
Jiafty  flrides  between  two  rows  of  trees — . 
now  proftrated  iiimfelf  to  the  ground,  and' 
now  jumped  up  again,  walking  to  and  fro« 
The  fpot  where  we  were  was  in  a  remote 
part  of  the  fuburbs.  The  fun  was  de- 
fcending  behind  the  diftant  mouaidns. 
We  flopped  and  looked  at  that  ftrange 
fpe6lacle.  At  length  we  advanced  nearer 
with  gentle  fteps.  He  proftrated  himfelf 
again,  beating  the  ground  three  times. 
"  Give  me  back  the  dead,  I  muft  fpeak  to 
her  !"  he  exclaimed.  On  taking  a  nearer 
view  of  that  man,  I  beheld  a  living  fkelc- 
ton  with  an  afli-pale  face  and  ftaring  looks, 
who  haftiiy  ftarted  up  when  he  perceived 
us. 

"  What  are  you  dcing  here,  good 
"  friend  ? '  my  tutor  enquired.  He  ftared 
wildly  at  us,  and  after  a  paufe  of  dumb 
agony,  exclaimed  at  laft  with  a  deep  groan  t 

O  that  eternity  keeps   her  booty  fo 

fafti"  "  Let  us  be  gone  (my  tutor  whif- 
^-  pered  in  my  ear)  the  fellow  feems  to  be 

out  of  his  wits."    We  went. 

Twilight  was  juft  fetting  in,  and  we 
had  not  proceeded  twelve  fteps,  when  we 

heard 
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heard  fomebody  exclaiming  behind  us  * 
Come  up,  barbarous  mother!  come  up 
from  Beelzebub's  realms,  alTume  die  form 
in  which  I  faw  diee  laft !  come  up !  I 
only  want  to  fpeak  a  few  words  to  thecj 
and  then  thou  mayft  return  again  to 
«  Hell  1" 

We  Hopped,  feized  with  aflonifiiment. 
'    "  This  is  aftrange  conjuration^  (faid  my 
tutor)  let  us  return.'* 

He  had  not  pronounced  ths  laft  v/ord 
when  a  man  pafTed  us,  walking  with  hafty 
fteps  towards  the  conjuror,  and  enquiring 
with  apparent  anxiety :  Have  you  feen 
her  ?" — No,  no,  no  !"  the  conjuror  ex« 
claimed,  and  tore  his  hair.  When  we 
came  up  with  them,  my  tutor  aflced  what 
they  were  doing  there.  "Shall  I  tell  it?" 
faid  the  conjuror  whom  we  had  feen  firft, 
to  his  companion,  who,  after  a  few  mo- 
ment's confideration,  told  him  he  might 
do  it,  and  left  us. 

That  man,  my  moll  intimate  friendj 
has  had  the  misfortune  to  be  married  to 
^'  a  woman  who  was  a  pattern  of  wicked- 

"  nefs;  horror  andjndignation  would  feize 

'^^  you^ 
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^  youj  if  I  were  to  relate  fome  of  her  viU 
lanies.  However,  fate  ordained  that 
flie  fhould  be  her  own  executioner.  She 

"  hanged  herfelf  fome  days  ago,  while  my 
friend  was  gone  out,  and  concluded  her 
life  with  a  moil  horrid  deed.  The  only 
objeft  which  reconciled  my  friend  to 
his  adverfe  fortune,  the  only  comfort  of 
his  life,  was  a  little  girl  who  was  entire- 
ly  the  reverfe  of  her  mother.  The  lat- 
ter  knew  that  he  doated  on  the  child, 
and  was  determined  to  ftrike  his  heart 
a  deadly  wound.    The  unhappy  child 

"  has  not  been  leen  fmce  her  unnatural 
mother's  death.  Whether  flie  is  yet 
alive,  or  has  been  made  away  with  by 
the  infernal  woman,  is  a.n  impenetrable 
myflery ;  ail  our  enquiries  have  been 
fruitlefs ;  not  even  a  veftige  of  the  lit* 
tie  girl  has  been  traced  out  as  yet,  and 

"  my  friend  begins  to  defpair." 

"  But,  pray  Sir,  what  is  the  meaning  of 
the  conjuration  you  was  juft  now  per- 

"  forming,  (a&ed  his  comrade,  w4io  had 
joined  usj  and  why  did  you  conjure  her 
here  ?" 

«^  Having 
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"  Having  made  away  with  herfelf,"  he 
replied,  "  fhe  could  not  be  interred  in  the 
"  church-yard,    and  has   been  buried 

here.  I  was  going  to  raife  up  her  fpirit, 
"  to  learn  what  was  become  of  my  daugh* 
*^  ter." 

I  pity  you,  poor  man,  but  if  you 
fancy  a  conjuration  will  procure  you 
that  intelligence^   you  may  go  home 
^'  without  troubling  yourfeif  any  farthec: 
^'  in  vain,  for  nobody  did  ever  return 
from  the  world  beyond  the  grave.'* 
"  Excufe  me,  Sir  !"  the  conjuror  re- 
plied with  fparkling  eyes,     this  would 
not  be   the  firft  time  that  the  dead 
obey  my  fummons." 
My  tutor  and  I  ftared  at  each  other^ 
and  being  firmly  perfuaded  the  man  muft 
be  out  of  his  fenfes,  I  begged  my  com- 
panion  to  let  us  be  gone. 

When  we  were  going,  the  conjuror 
iaid  hold  of  my  arm.  i  read  in  your 
"  looks,"  faid  he,  "  what  you  think  of 
"  me ;  but  if  you  will  be  fo  kind  to  come 
^'  home  with  me,  I  will  give  you  a  proof 
that  my  alTertion  is  true," 
-   .    ■  ^'l  take 
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^-  I  take  you  at  your  vrord      Taid  I, 
and  begged  my  governor  to  let  us  accept 
his  invitation.    He  -corifented  to  my  pro- 
pofal,  and  vre  vrere  informed  on  the  vay, 
that  thefe  tv«"o  men  were  profeiTors  of  the 
occult  fciences,  and  that  the  kingdom  of' 
fpirits  was  obedient  to  their  comm.and. 
Ys't  arrived  at  their  houfe  in  lefs  than  half 
an  hour,  ordered  our  fervant  to  await 
our  return  at  the  door,  and  were  fnewnup 
into  the  attic  ilory.    One  of  our  conduc- 
tors went  up  before  us  to  light  a  candle, 
as  he  pretended.    He  really  met  us  on  the 
ihiir-cafe  with  a  candle,  fnewing  us  into  a 
room  hung  with  black  tapeftry.    He  lock- 
ed the  door  and  went  into  a  dark  cham- 
ber, which  he  alfo  bolted.    Then  the  con- 
juror aflved  me  in  a  vrhifper,  whom  I 
fliould  like  to  have  raifed  up.    I  do  not 
know,  how  it  came, into  my  head  to  defire 
him  to  fummon  the  fpirit  of  Galileeus,  the 
celebrated  Italian  philofopher.  Having 
whifpered  his  name  into  his  ear.  he  pro- 
mifed  to  raife  him  up,  and  begged  me  to 
lend  hirn  my  fword.    He  then  fpread  a 
v4iite  cloth  on  a  table  which  was  covered 
Vol,  I.  E  wiih 
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with  a  black  carpet,  upon  which  a  human 
flcull  was  placed,  put  a  candle  on  each 
fide  of  it,  and  told  us  they  were  com- 
pofed  of  human  fat.  After  thefe  prepara- 
tions, he  placed  a  large  book  marked 
with  faange  chara6lers  before  him  and 
entreated  us  not  to  utter  ^a  word.  Hav- 
ing promifed  to  take  his  advice,  he  bran- 
difhed  the  fword  three  times  over  his 
head,  and  drew  a  circle,  which  extended 
as  far  as  the  door. 

My  tutor  was  looking  deliberately  at 
the  conjuror,  watching  all  his  motions 
with  the  greateft  circumfpe6lion. 

The  necromancer  feemed  to  be  abforb- 
ed  in  profound  meditation,  and  flood  mo- 
tionlefs  before  the  table  a  confiderable 
time.     At  once  his  eyes  began  to  roll 
wildly  in  his  head,  and  his  teeth  to  gnafh* 
His  whole  frame  was  violently  fhaken  and 
contorted.     He  threw  himfelf  on  the 
ground,  and  then  ftarted  up  again,  ex- 
claiming in  a  wild  accent:  "  Genius  !  Ge- 
nius !    Genius !    I    command  thee  to 
obey  the  power  which  is  given  me  over 
thee;  and  to  appear  in  a  living,  vifible 

'4  fhapel" 
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^^fiiape!"  Having  pronounced  thefe 
words,  his  mouth  began  to  foam,  his  eyes 
to  roll  in  his  head,  and  his  whole  frame  to 
quiver.  His  face  grew  deadly  wan,  and 
he  beat  his  breaft  three  times  with  trem- 
bling hands,  when  to  my  utter  aftoniiii- 
ment,  a  terrible  fnake  darted  from  his 
bofom,  cringing  upon  the  table  and  encir- 
cling theflvull.  At  once  it  offered  to  attack 
us,  when  the  conjuror  took  hold  of  it.  It 
now  crept  tamely  up  his  back,  he  ftroked 
it,  and  feemed  to  attend  its  fecret  com- 
mands. On  a  fudden  it  darted  again  at 
us,  we  ran  to  the  door  with  a  loud  fliriek  ; 
however  he  pulled  us  violently  back,  and 
bade  us  not  to  leave  the  circle  as  we  va- 
lued our  life.  Yv^hen  we  turned  round, 
the  fnake  had  difappcared. 

He  now  went  to  the  bolted  chamber 
door,  beatinsc  feven  times  againft  it  with 
his  fword,  and  then  darted  fuddenly  back, 
■approaching  the  table  whereupon  the  book 
was  lying.  He  took  it  up,  turning  its 
leaves,  one  of  which  he  kilTed,  and  then 
fceraed  to  pray  ferventlv.  This  done,  he 
E  2        .  went 
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went  again  to  the  door,  knocking  filently 
againft  it  one  time,  but  jumped  fuddenly 
back  into  the  circle,  and  began  to  tremble 
violently.  After  a  fliort  paufe  of  horrid 
iilence,  he  brandiflied  his  fword  like  a 
madman,  went  once  more  to  the  chamber 
door,  and  knocked,  eleven  times  againft 
il;  without  uttering  a  word.  Now  he  drew 
a  number  of  myftical  characters  on  the  ta- 
ble, M^ent  again  to  the  door  and  knocked 
nine  times  againft  it  with  great  violence. 
But  feeing  that  the  fpirit  ftill  refufed  to 
obey  his  fummons,  he  repeated  his  blows 
eleven  times. 

I  perceived  with  aftonifhment  large 
drops  of  blood  trickling  down  from  the 
fockets  of  the  fliull.  I  made  my  tutor 
obferve  it,  but  he  winked  me  to  be  quiet. 
The  conjuror  was  enraged  at  the  obftinacy 
of  the  fpirit,  and  fummoned  him  again 
with  five,  then  with  tw^enty,  and  finally 
with  eighteen  ftrokes  againft  the  door, 
when  he  perceived  that  the  myftical  num- 
ber \vas  compleated,  and  roared  with  a 
tremendous  voice;  "  Genius!  Genius! 
^'  Genius !  I  conjure  thee  to  bring  up  the 

dead 
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dead."  A  violent  noife  arofe  in  the  adja- 
cent chamber,  and  his  affociate  rufiied 
cut  of  it.  proftrating  himfelf  hov;ling  upon 
the  ground.,  exclaiming  at  the  fame  time 
vith  a  trembling  voice,  that  he  had  feen 
the  ghoft  of  Galil^us. 

I  could  not  conceive  how  he  could 
pronounce  tha.L  name,  becaufe  he  had  not 
heard  it,  and  the  conjuror  not  mentioned 
it,  and  de fired  to  h?.ve  the  door  of  the 
dark  chamber  opened.  However  they 
refufed  it  athrfi:,  fearing  I  fhould  be  fright- 
ened too  much;  yet  Vv'hen  we  infilled  upon 
it,  he  led  us  to  the  door.  Darting  an  im- 
patient look  into  the  chamber,  I  obferved 
with  furprife,  that  part  of  it  v;as  illumJ- 
nated  with  a  li::^ht,  refembling  that  of  the 
moon.  ^Vhen  I  advanced  nearer,  I  be- 
held an  old  man  wrapt  in  a  long  fliroud, 
with  a  filver  beard,  and  hollow  cheeks, 
ftanding  in  a  remote  corner.  Ere  long 
he  m?cde  a  motion  as  if  going  to  come 
nearer.  I  ftarted  back,  thrilled  with  hor- 
ror, and  pulled  my  tutor  after  me,  who 
during  the  v/hole  proceeding  had  been 
very  cool  and  attentive, 

E  3  Before 
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Before  we  left  the  room,  I  laid  twelve 
ducats  on  the  table,  which  the  conjurors 
pretended  not  to  obferve,  relying  upon 
our  oral  acknowledgments,  that  they 
were  rejoiced  at  having  refuted  our  error, 
and  convinced  us  of  the  poffibility  of 
apparitions  from  the  other  world. 

The  latter,"  faid  I  to  my  tutor,  when 
we  were  in  the  ftreet,  "  will  not  be  the 

cafe  with  you;   or  has  perhaps  your 

unbelief  in  apparitions  alfo  been  re- 

moved  ?" 

No!  certainly  not.  Are  you  then  real- 
ly  convinced  of  your  fuppofed  error?" 
"  I  confefs  my  unbelief  begins  to  give 
way  at  lail."  • 

"  I  hope  you  do  not  believe  that  Gali- 

Igeus  has  really  appeared  ?" 

"  My  reafon  ftruggles  againll  it;  how« 

ever  my  eyes  have /een  the  ghoft." 

"  The  fenfes  can  eafily  be  impofed 
"  upon,  reafon  however  is  infallible,  and 

v/hich  of  both  ought  to  be  your  guide 
«^  in  doubtful  cafes  ?  Tell  me  what  have 

your  eyes  feen  ?  An  old  man  in  a  white 

fliroud,  you  will  fay  ;  but  how  do  yom^ 

know  that  he  v/as  Galila^us  ?  ' 

^«  But 
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But  if  you  will  compare  all  the  dif- 
^'  ferent  circumftances  attending  the  whole 
proceeding  from  the  beginning  to  the 
^'  concluiion,  what  can  you  think 

That  they  are  a  ftring  of  ftrange 
events,  which,  however,  may  eafily  be 
explained  in  a  very  natural  manner," 
"  Then  you  believe  thefe  people  to  be 
impoilors,  who  have  cheated  us  after  a 
preconcerted  plan 

"  Nothing  elfe ;  but  let  us  go  to  fup- 
per;  we  will  fpeak  farther  on  that  fub- 

«jea." 

64  Very  likely,"  began  my  tutor  at  table, 
the  two  conjurors  went  to  the  fpot 
where  v^e  faw  them  hrft,  in  order  to 
get  money  by  impofing  upon  the  cre- 
dulous.    The  folitary  fpot  in  the  fu- 

^*  burbs  was  mod  convenient  for  their 
juggling  tricks.    They  could  not  fail  to 

*•  attraft  the  curiofitv  of  an  unwary  paf- 
fenger  by  their  whimiical  proceedings, 
. and  they  had,  very  likely,  jud  begun 
their  tragedy  when  they  faw^  us  at  a  dif- 

"  tance.  The  whole  fcheme  was  certain- 
ly  pre-concerted,  and  the  other  aiTociate 
E  4  has 
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has  been  concealed  IbnieY/here  in  ilie 
neighbourhood,  and  appeared   on  the 
(lags  when  he  faw  that  he  was  waPited, 
Tiie  dolelui  tale  of  the  cruel  mother, 
is,  to  all  appearance,  a  foul  forgery^ 
^'  which  has  been  impofed  upon  us,  in  or- 
^'  derto  give  the  whole  a  varnifh  of  truth, 
"  and  to  tie  the  knot  of  the  play.    I  fore- 
fav/,  as  well  as  the  conjuror,  that  you 
would  accept  the  invitation  of  tliefe 
cheats." 

Granted  what  you  have  been  faying 
were  true,  yoo  will  certainly  find  it  dif- 
ficult  to  explain  the  fubfequent  events." 
"  I  hope  the ie  diiBculties  will  not  be 
infurmountable.    Pi  ay  tell  rne,  wha.t  do 
you  find  preternatural  in  the  whole  tran- 
faction  ?   the  trembling,  the  rolling  of 
"  eyes,  and  the  mimicry  of  the  inipouor  ? 
or  perhaps  the  genius  who  appeared  in 
the  fliape  of  a  fnake  ?  I  cannot  but  con- 
fefs  that  I  myfelf  was   ftartled  at  it ; 
^*  however,  on  mature  confideration,  I  re- 
"  colle8;ed  that  fnakes  can  be  deprived  of 
"  their  poifon,  and  tamed  in  fuch  a  man- 
^^  iier  that  they  will  obey  the  command  of 

their 


MAGICAL  DELUSION.  Si 
their  mailer,  appearing  and  difappea-ring 
^vhenever  he  likes.  Or  do  vou  think  the 
blood  \\"hich  trickled  down  from  the 
fockets  of  the  fkuU.  has  been  the  efFcft 
of  fupernatural  means  ?  The  fight  of  that 
(pectacle  is  indeed  furpriling  at  hrft 
vie^v',  and  certainly  would  have  had  the 
fame  effe8:  upon  me.  if  I  had  not  known 
already  the  trick  by  which  it  is  pro- 

^*  duced.  The  whole  forcery  coniiits  in 
a  bladder  filled  with  blood,  ^\"bich  is 
concealed  in  the  infide.  clofe  to  the 
fockets,  through  which  the  blood  is 
forced  bv  the  prellure  of  the  fna.key 
which  winds  iiffrlf  around  it  as  you  have 
feen.  Much  lefs  fupernatural  (kiU.  has 
been  required  to  raife  the  dreadful  noife 
in  the  adjoining  chamber.  The  extra- 
ordinary  light  which  appeared  to  you 

'•  like  moon-fliine.  has  been  effected  by  a 
magic  lanthorn.  The  apparition  itfelf— 
I  blufli  to  mention  it— how"  eafily  could  ic 
be  produced  by  optical  means,  orrepre- 
fented  by  fomie  fellovv  or  other  Vvho  was 
concealed  in  the  chamber,  if  you  con» 
fidcr  the  lesgth  of  thrte  which  was  taken 
E  5  up 
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"  up  by  the  preparations  of  the  conju- 
"  ror." 

Thus  far,"  I  replied,  "  you  have  ex- 
^'  plained  every  thing  in  a  manner  which 
does  honour  to  your  acutenefs  and  fa- 
«^  gacity;  however,  there  remains  Hill  one 
^'  point  which  requires  to  be  unfolded  if 
^»  all  my  doubts  fliall  be  dilTolved." 

^»  And  if  I  could  not  do  it,  would  you 
"  conclude  that  it  cannot  be  explained  at 
"  all  in  a  natural  manner?  The  only  rea- 
fonable  confequence  would  be,  that  I 
have  no  fufiicient  knowledge  of  jug- 
gling  tricks;  for  in  that  light,  I  muft  un- 
*^  doubtedly  view  the  proceedings  of  men 
who  are  guilty  of  fo  many  artifices,  as 
I  have  already  fufficiently  proved  they 
have  employed." 

"  But  thefe  jugglers,  as  you  call  them^ 
muft  indeed  have  proceeded  with  afto- 
nifliing  art,  becaufe  the  man  who  pro- 
nounccd  the  namie  of  Galikeus,  could 
not  hear  a  fylkible  of  what  I  whifpered 
in  the  ear  of  th&  necromancer.  How 
could  he  know, that  I  defired  that  philo- 
^'  fopher  to  be  raifed  up?" 

/  "  Is 
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Is  animpofition  any  thing  lefs  than  a 
^  cheating  trick,  becaufe  it  is  wrought 
"  with  uncommon  art  ?  But  what  would 
you  fay  if  I  ihould  prove  that  it  has 
^'  not  been  fo  very  fubtle  as  you  fancy  ? 
"  You  ma.intain  that  the  man  who  has  been 
"  concealed  in  the  chamber  during  the 
"  whole  procefs,  could  not  be  informed 
of  the  name  you  whifpered  in  his  af- 
"  fociate's  ear ;  however,  you  would  find 
it  difficult  to  prove  your  aflertion.  The 
necromancer  knev7  the  name,  and  of 
courfe  could  imipart  it  to  his  aiTiftant, 
or  do  you  think  there  exifts  no  other 
means  of  communicating  one's  ideas  to 
"  another  perfon,  than  language?  I  only 
"  a&  you  whether  you  have  not  obferved 
"  the  repeated  blows  which  the  conjuror 
ftruck  again  ft  the  chamber  door?  What 
^'  would  you  fay,  if  it  fhould  have  been 
preconcerted  between  them,  that  a  cer- 
"  tain  number  of  blows  Ihould  exprefs  a 
^'  certain  letter  of  the  alphabet  ?  could 
then  the  other  not  have  really  heard  the 
name  of  Galilseus  ?" 

You  axe  rights  ;  faid  Ij  after  a  iliort 
E  6  con- 


£4  THEVICTIMOF 
coafideration)  "  I  yield  to  your  judicious 
arguments." 

"  And  yet  you  have  forgot  to  make  one 
"  objection  which  appears  to  me  not  to 
be  the  ieaft  important.    If  one  did  not 
know  what  theatrical  art,  and  diligent  - 
application  can  eiFe8:,  then  the  feriouf- 
nefs  and  varniflr  of  truth,  which  the 
'^'jugglers  knew  fo  well  to  combine  with 
their  words,  geftures  and  actions,  would 
indeed  powerfully  plead  the  fupernatu- 
"  rality  of  what  we  have  v/itnelTed." 

"  Your  obfervation  is  very  juft.  That 
"  ferioufnefs   and  varnifli    of  truth  has 
"  really  contributed  a  great  deal  to  de~ 
ceive  me." 

"  If  you  like,  we  will  pay  thefe  gen- 
tlemen  another  vifit,  and  requefl  a  fe- 
cond  conjuration;  then  you  will  be  en- 
"  abled  to  convince  yourfelf  of  the  truth 
^'  of  my  remarks." 

I  confented  to  it  ^:ith  pleafure,  and  we 
went  the  fubfequent  evening.  Having 
paid  them  fo  handfomely  the  preceding 
night,  they  were  very  ready  to  raife  up 
another  ghoft.  I  defired  them  to  conj  ure  up 

the 
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the  ghoFi  of  Cervantes,  Their  procedure 
differed  from  that  of  the  preceding  night- 
in  nothing  but  the  number  of  the  blov/s, 
%vhich  betrayed  the  whole  fecret.  The 
conjuror  knocked  at  firfc  three  times,  be- 
caufe  the  name  of  Cervantes  begins  with 
the  third  letter  of  the  alphabet,  then  he 
knocked  five  times,  to  denote  the  letter  e, 
and  thus  he  proceeded  "till  all  the  letters  of 
the  word  Cervantes  had  been  communi- 
cated to  his  affociate.  As  foon  as  the 
door  was  opened  I  ran  to  the  chamber; 
the  fpeftre  advanced  tov;ards  me,  however 
I  faced  it  boldly,  and  obferved  that  it  bore 
not  the  leafl  refemblance  to  the  pifture  of 
Cervantes.  The  impoflors,  feeing  that 
they  were  unmaris:ed,  entreated  us  to  fpare 
them,  and  confefTed  without  hefitation, 
that  the  tale  of  the  barbarous  mother  w^as 
a  ficlion.  But  one  thing  they  refufed  to 
confefs,  and  I  would  now  give  any  thing  if 
they  had,  what  had  induced  them  to  play 
that  farce. 

''I  am  covered  Vv^ith  fhame"  faid  I, 
when  we  were  in  the  ftreet,  "  that  I  fuf- 

fered  myfeif  to  be  deceived  by  fuch  mi- 

fcrable  wretches," 

2  O  I  ho\v 
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"  O  !  how  happy  ftould  I  be,  my  dear 

pupil  !"  my  tutor  replied,  preffing  my 
hand  afFeQionately,  "  if  this  fname  fliould 
"  produce  the  falutary  eiFe8:,   to  make 

you,  in  future,  more  cautious  in  your 
^'  judgment.    But,  alas  !  I  have  great  rea- 

fon  to  apprehend  that  your  philofophy 

will  not  be  capable  to  ftand  more  dan- 
"  gerous  and  artful  temptations  of  that 
"  nature,  fmce  you  have  fuffered  yourfelf 
"  to  be  fo  grofsly  deceived  this  time. 

Will  you  promife  me"  here  he  prefTed 
me  tenderly  to  his  bofom,     that  when  I 

fhall  be  gone  over  to  my  eternal  reitj 
"  you  will  faithfully  obferve  the  princi- 
^'  pies  I  endeavoured  to  inftill  into  your 
"  juvenile  mind,  and  combat  your  fond- 

nefs  for  whatever  is  myfterious  and  un- 
"  common,  that  you  will  always  atten- 

tively  liften  to  the  falutary  counfels  of 
"  reafon,  and  never  yield  to  the  feducing 

delufions  of  your  fenfes  and  imagina. 
«^  tion.  Do  you  promife  to  fulfil  this  well 
"  meant  requeft  of  your  friend,  of  your 

fecond  father 

I  promifed  it  with  tears  ofaffe£lion» 

The 
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The  following  day  I  received  the  fol- 
lowing note  from  the  lady  of  the  caftle  ; 

My  Lord, 
I  pray,  I  conjure  you,  to  come  to 
Darbis  caftle  as  foon  as  pofTible,  and  not 
to  forget  to  bring  your  old  reverend  friend 
with  you.  Amelia  de  Darbis." 

My  tutor,  whom  my  defcription  of  that 
lady  had  made  very  defirous  to  get  ac- 
quainted with  her,  w^as  rejoiced  at  that  invi- 
tation. However,  it  appeared  very  ftrange 
to  him  that  it  was  fo  uncommonly  pref- 
fmg,  and  he  afi^ed  me  whether  I  could  not 
guefs  the  reafon. — "  No,"  I  replied.  He 
fmiled  archly.     "  Then  you  guefs  no- 
"  thing  ;  nothing  at  all      "  How  can  you 
"  afli  fuch  a  queftion,  indeed  I  cannot ! ' 
"  And  how  can  you  perfift  in  giving  me 
an  anfwerfo  little  confonant  with  your 
countenance  ?"  "  And  if  I  ^^/J  guefs  any 
thing,"  I  refumed  ftamm.ering,  who 
"  knows  wdiether  I  might  not  be  mif- 
"  taken?''  ''That  is  entirely  out  of  the 
"  queftion ;  neither  did  I  vfantto  know^  it 
— But  come,  let  us  go  !" — I  was  glad  to 
get  out  of  the  room. 

Pro- 
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Profound  filence  reigned  in  our  car- 
riage for  a  quarter  of  an  hour,  when  my  ■ 
tutor  took  the  note  from  the  Countefs  out 
of  his  pocket  and  read  it.  I  perceived  that 
he  was  abforbed  in  ferious  meditation.  If 
"  I  am  not  miilaken,"  he  at  length  be- 
gan,  "  the  Countefs  is   to   fee  to-day 

the  ghott  of  her  hufband." 

"  You  are  right — this  is  the  third  day~ 

file  is  to  fee  him  at  midnight." 

"  So,  (fixing  an  examining  look  at  mej- 
"  do  you  guefs  nothing  ?" 

"  Indeed  !  a  thought  ftrikes  me— how- 
«4  ever-^" 
.  ^'  Well 

I  hope  fhe  will  not  invite  us  to  be 
prefent  at  the  apparition  of  the  ghoR:." 

"  Who  knows  ?" 

"  But  Yv'hy  ftiould  fiie  have  conjured  us 
to  come  as  early  as  poffible  ?  you  know 
he  will  not  a.ppear  before  midnight." 
"An  apparition  requires  a  prepara- 
s«  tion." 

"  Kow  do  you  mean  that 
He  remiained  hlent. 

I  muft  here  take  the  opportunity  to  oh- 
fervcj  that  my  tutor,  ever  fmce  the  m.yf- 

terious 
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lericus  beggar  had  faved  his  life  from 
the  banditti,  vras  extremely  referved  in  his 
judgment  on  that  man.  and  every  event 
in  vrhich  he  was  concerned.  All  the  in- 
quiries I  ftarted  on  that  account,  either 
remained  unanfwered,  or  his  replies  were 
very  unintelligible  and  my fterious .  When- 
ever he  thought,  he  could  not  leave  the 
arrangement  of  m.y  conduct  to  my  own 
difcretion,  he  only  g?.ve  me  diftant  hints, 
and  very  rarely  made  exceptions  frora 
that  rule.  What  has  prompted  him  to  do 
ib,  I  cannot  afcertain.  He  either  had 
changed  his  opinion  of  him.  or  fancied  to 
induce  me.  bv  aclino;  thus,  to  think  and  to 
judge  for  rnvfelf,  or  perhaps  m.eant  to 
obferve  that  fira.nge  being  with  redou- 
bled circumfpeclicn,  to  inveftigate  his 
proceedings  lecrctlv,  in  order  to  unfold 
his  views  and  plans,  and  to  unveil  the 
myftery  unexpectedly.  In  uiort.  I  am 
ftill  doubtful  what  has  prompted  my  tutor 
to  act  in  that  myfcerious  manner,  which 
certainly  againll  his  wifli  and  expectation, 
ftrengthened  my  belief  in  the  power  of 
the  Unbicvjii  more  and  more  every  dav. 
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We  got  out  of  our  carriage  at  the  (Idrts 
of  the  wood  leading  to  Darbis-caftle,  and 
ordered  our  coachman  to  be  on  the  fame 
fpot  at  fix  o'clock  in  the  afternoon.  We 
were  well  provided  with  fwords  and  pif- 
tols;  however,  we  had  no  occafion  for 
them,  neither  in  coming  nor  going.  We 
went  the  fame  way  the  fervant  of  the 
Countefs  had  led  me  three  days  beforej 
and  after  half  an  hour's  walk  arrived  at 
the  caille. 

The  Countefs  met  us  at  the  entrance  of 
her  room  with  the  prayer  to  excufe  the 
abrupt  and  prelTing  manfier  of  her  invita- 
tion, "In  addition  to  the  defire,"  (he  ad- 
ded, addrefling   my  tutor,      to  be  ac- 

quainted  with  the  friend  of  fo  excellent 
"  a  young  man,  I  have  been  urged  to  this 

ftep  by  the  diftrelTing  fituation  of  my 
"  heart,  which  I  can  reveal  to  none  but 
^'you."  . 

1  wifli,  m.y  Lady,"  faid  I,  a  little  for- 
ward, that  I  were  fo  happy — (here  my 
tutor  gave  me  a  look  v/hich  fuddenly  cut 
the  thread  of  my  harangue  afunder,  and 
I  found  it  utterly  impoffible  to  go  on.) 

"  Indeed 


MAGICAL  DELUSION. 
2^  Indeed"  he  refiimed  when  he  obferved 
my  confufion     we  fhall  be  happy  to  do 
juilice  to  the  confidence  which  your 
iadyfliip  repofesin  us !" 
She  beGf2:ed  us  to  be  feated,  addrefEng 
us  in  the  following  manner  :      My  Lord, 
"  I  truft  your  noble  pupil  has  no  fecrets 
from  you,  and  of  courfe  will  have  in- 
formed  you  of  what  has  happened  in 
my  houfe  three  days  ago."    My  tutor 
afhrmed  it.    "  Give  me  now  leave  to  dif= 
clofe  to  you  the  confequencesof  thatin- 
*'  cident  :  the  trance  of  rapture  to  which 
the  promife  of  the  Unknown  gave  rife, 
and  which  (turning  to  me)  continued 
while  it  was  nurtured  by  the  pleafure 
which  your  prefence  afforded  me,  that 
happy  trance  diiTolvedin  more  moderate 
fenfations  as  foon  as  I  vvas  left  to  my- 
"  felf.     However,    my  heart  was  ftill 
elated  with  a  fecret  unfpeakably  Rveet 
fatisfaction,  by  the  idea   of  meeting 
"  again  my  dear  deceafed  lord.    But  this 
^' unclouded  ferenity  of  m^ind  Vvas,  alas! 
"  of  a  very  fhort  duration.    I  began,  by 
"  degrees,  to  refieQ:  ferioufly  on  v:hat  I 

had 
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had  done,  and  the  morel  reileQed,  the 
more  the  fweet  fenfations  of  my  heart 
were  meking  aw?.y,  and  gave  room  to  a 
mofl  difirefiing  uneafmefs  which  increaf- 

"  ed  every  moment. 

The  defire  of  feeing  once  more  my 
dear  ever-beloved  lord,  which  till  then 
I  had  confidered  as  innocent  and  juft, 
appeared  now  to  me  very  culpable  and 
wicked,  and  I  wiihed  moil  ardently  the 

"  Unknovm  had  not  granted  my  prayer. 
My  confcience  tormented  me  with  moll 
painful  reproaches,  and  m.j  fancy 
haunted  me  by  day  and  night  with  dread- 
ful  phantoms.    My  heart  was  afiailed 

"  by  the  moll  difcreffmg  uneafmefs,  and  I 
trembled  to  fee  the  man  whom  but 
lately  I  wiflied  to  fee  once  more.  The 
promdfe  of  the  Unknovjn^  which  at  firll 
thrilled  me  v/ith  unutterable  rapture, 

"  fills  now  mj  foul  with  horror,  and  I 

"  dread  the  approach  of  night  with  the 
agony  of  a  haplefs  culprit  who  is  led  to 
the  place  of  execution.  Grifiy  phan- 
toms  harafs  my  foul,  and  my  pertur- 
bated  mind  divines  a  thoufand  horrid 

thoughts. 
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«^  thoughts.    O  my  Lords !  fpare  me  the 
^-  painful  tafk  to  defcribe  the  defponding 
"  ftate  of  my  poor  heart,  which  as  yet  has 
"  been  fo  much  the  m.ore  excruciating, 
"  becaufe  I  have  had  nobody  to  whom  I 
could  unbofom  myfelf.    I  have  not  one 
confidential  foul  in  this  lonely  folitude. 
No  one  but  yourfelf  is  acquainted  with 
the  incident  which  has  plunged  me  ia 
«^  that  ftate  of  horror,  and  none  but  you 
"  is  privy  to  the  fecret  fource  of  my  me- 
lancholy,  which  I  am  fo  little  able  to 
conceal,  that  all  my  domeftics  have  no- 
ticed  it  with  furprife." 
Here  fhe  paufed  a  moment^  and  then 
refumed  : 

"  Now  you  know  every  thing.  Affift 
"  me  with  your  friendly  advice.  My  heart 
"  is  dreadfully  agitated,  and  my  ftrength 
"  dwindled  away.  In  your  fagacity,  in 
"  your  courage,  I  take  my  laft  refuge. 
"  Alas !  I  do  not  know  how  to  aft,  if  you 

ihould  refufe  me  your  kind  alTiftance." 
My  lady,"  my  tutor  replied,  after  a 
Ihort  iiience,  "  will  you  be  fo  kind  to 
j"  anfwer  me  a  few  queftions 

^«  Afii 
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"  A{k  whatever  you  will ;  only  advifc 
6'  me  what  I  fliall  doj  and  filence  the  dread- 

fill  ftorm  which  rages  within  my  heart." 

"  Have  you  feen  the  unknown  for  the 

firft  time  three  days  ago  ?" 

"  I  have."  ; 

"  Have  you  never  heard  any  thing  of 
€«him?" 

Never,  in  my  whole  life." 
"  You  have  defired  him  to  let  you  fee 
the  ghoft  of  your  departed  Lord,  and  of 
courfe  muft  have  confided  in  his  power 
to  grant  you  your  prayer.  V/hat  reafon 
had  you  to  do  fo  ?" 

"  The  extraordinary  and  wonderful 
things  your  noble  pupil  related  of  him, 

^«  the  eafe  with  which  he  tore  afunder  the 
cords  he  was  bound  with,  and  his  dif- 
appearance  in  a  room  from  which  it  is 
impoffible  to  efcape,  have  raifed  that 

«^  confidence  in  my  foul.  The  extraor- 
dinary  things  I  have  heard  and  feen, 
could  not  but  make  me  fancy,  that  he 
muft  be  a  being  who  can  command  the 
fecret  powers  of  nature,  and  this  idea 

"  prompted  me  to  befeech  him  to  grant 
me  a  meeting  with  my  departed  Lord." 

"  And 
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^'  And  ^diy  did  you  defire  that  meeting? 
^'  what  reafon  had  you  to  wifli  to  fee  the 

deceafed  once  more 

"  He  has  been  torn  from  my  fond  bo. 

fom  in  a  moft  fliocking  manner;  has 
"  been  affaifinated  in  a  foreign  country; 

and  I  wiflied  to  fee  him  once  m.ore,  in 

order  to  bid  him  a  lail  adieu." 

Love  then  has  prompted  you  to  defire 

the  apparition,  a  love  which  could  not 
^-  be  fnaken  by  death  itfelf  and  a  fepara- 

tion  of  tvv'o  years  ? — And  what  reafon 

have  you  to  ap^prehend  your  Lord  will 

be  offended  at  your  fcndnefs  for  him  ?" 
To  dillurb  his  reft,  to  interrupt  his 

happinefs  beyond  the  grave — this  idea 

tortures  my  afflicled  heart."  .  ■  .  - 
My  tutor  endeavoured  to  combat  this 
apprehenfion,  and  his  efforts  feemed  not 
to  be  without  fuccefs.  Some  faint  rays 
of  returning  ferenity  foon  a.ppeared  in  her 
countenance,  which  had  been  overfpread 
with  a  melancholic  gloom,  which  encou- 
raged him  to  fummon  all  his  eloquence  in 
order  to  difoel  entirely  the  clouds  of  fad- 

Jl  / 

nefs  ftil!  overdarkening  her  angelic  face. 

He 
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He  was  fo  happy  as  to  attain  his  aim.  Her 
eyes,  which  had  been  deprived  of  their 
ufual  brilliancy,  began  to  be  animated 
again;  her  cheeks,  covered  v/ith  deadly 
palenefs,  recovered  their  rofy  hue ;  and 
that  enchanting  dimpled  fmile,  which  al- 
ways had  pov/erfully  charmed  my  foul, 
adorned  again  her  crimfoning  lips,  but  a 
few  minutes  before  the  feat  of  gloomy 
melancholy;  every  trace  of  fadnefs  va- 
nifhed  from  her  brow,  and  the  chearful 
dawn  of  hilarity  reappeared  on  her  lovely 
face,  fmoothing  every  wrinkle  of  inward 
forrow.  I  read  the  triumph  of  my  tutor 
in  his  fparkling  eyes,  and  began  to  dired 
the  converfation  to  fubje 8:s  more  pleafing, 
and  more  conducive  to  cliearful  ideas. 
He  com.prehended  my  hint,  and  fupported 
me  with  all  his  power.  The  Countefs 
feemed  to  have  entirely  forgotten  the  ap- 
parition, and  took  a  lively  fliare  in  our 
converfation.  Our  difcourfe  became  more 
animated  at  table ;  my  tutor  difplayed  an 
inexhauilible  fund  of  pleafing  anecdotes 
and  witty  failles,  and  our  charming  hoflefs 
was  in  an  enchanting  humour. 

How 
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How  quick  is  the  tranfition  from  one 
extreme  to  the  other!  faid  I  to  myfeif, 
when  I  compared  the  prefent  fituation  of 
the  Countefs  with  that  in  which  we  had 
found  her  on  our  arrival.  Five  hours  or 
pleafure  fled  on  the  wingsof  hilarity  before 
ss  c  rofe  from  table,  which  had  been  ferved 
with  extraordinary  fplendor  and  tafte. 

After  dinner  fhe  propofed  a  walk  in  the 
garden.  On  our  way  thither  we  came 
tlirough  an  apartment  v/here  I  obferved  a 
pifture  which  engaged  my  v/hole  atten- 
tion.   I  flopped  to  look  at  it.   "  How^  do 

you  like  that  pi8:ure?''  our  hoftefs  en- 
quired after  a  filent  paufe,  heaving  a  deep 
figh.       It  is  a  very  interefting  pliyiiog- 

nomy!"  faid  I,  in  which  I  was  joined 
by  my  tutor.    "  I  am  rejoiced  that  the 

portrait   of  my  fainted  Lord  is  ho- 

noured  with  your  applaufe,"  At  the 
fame  inftant  her  countenance  grew  gloomy 
and  ferious,  which  reminded  us  that  it 
would  be  prudent  to  leave  the  roomj  and 
we  haftened  to  the  garden. 

I  nnd  on  miature  confideration."  the 
Countefs  began  after  fome  turns  in  the 

Vol.  I.  F  garden* 
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garden,  ^Uhat  I  fnali  not  be  able  to  Hand 

"  the  fight  of  the  apparition,  if  not  fup- 

"  ported  by  a  friend.     (Here  my  tutoi- 

^'  gave  me  a  wink.)  You  have  indeed  fet 
my  confcience  at  reft  in  that  refpeft; 
you  have  convinced  me  that  my  fear  is 

^'  unfounded,  and  that  I  have  nothing  to 
apprehend  from  the  anger  of  my  Lord; 
however,  I  fear  fuch  an  awful  fcene  will 
overpower  me  too  much,  and  that  I 
fliould  not  be  able  to  avail  myfelf  of  the 
alTiftance  of  your  arguments;  I  forefee 
that  female  weaknefs  will  utterly  deftroy 
the  beneficial  efiPe8:  of  your  convincing 
reafoning,  and  that  fo  unnatural  a  fight 
will  be  too  much  forme."  "  My  lords  1" 

ilie  then  added,  in  an  accent  which  no 

feeling  man  can  refift,  "  fmce  you  have 
already  obliged  me  fo  much,  v/ould  you 

^'  grant  me  one  prayer  more  ?" 

"  We  are  at  your  command,  my  lady  !" 
"  Would  you  be  fo  obliging  as  to  be 
prefcnt  at  that  awful  fpeQacle  ?' 
My  tutor  protefted,  he  was  very  forry 

to  have  ordered  the  coach  at  fix  o'clock. 

O  I  if 
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O  !  if  that  is  all,  I  will  fend  one  of 
^»  my  fervants  to  order  your  coachman  ta 
come  to-morrow  m.orning." 
^'  But.  my  lady,  would  it  not  give  rife 
^*  to  difagreeable  reflexions  among  your 
domeftics,  if  we  were  to  ftay  all  night 

Leave  that  to  me — I  will  make  them 
believe  that  your  pupil  is  a  near  rela- 
tion  of  mine,  which  will  remove  every 
€^  fliadow  of  fufpicion.'* 

My  tutor  was  too  much  the  gentle- 
man, to  refufe  any  thing  in  his  power  to 
a  beautiful  lady,  and  we  confented  to  ftay, 
Joy  fparkled  in  her  charming  eyes,  and 
every  look  of  hers  befpoke  the  lively  gra- 
titude of  her  heart.  "  Come  1  I  will  fliew 
^'  you  my  favourite  fpot !"  fiie  faid,  and  led 
us  to  a  bower,  the  fight  of  which  evident- 
ly befpoke  its  owner's  melancholic  turn  of 
,mind  aud  tafte.    "  This  is  the  folitary 
V  afylum  where  my  mind  is   wont  to 
w^ander  through  the  mazy  labyrinths  of 
ferious  meditations,  where  I  can  indulge 
the  fweet  delufions  of  fancy,  and  give 
vent  to  my  feelings,  where  the  fufFer- 
ings  and  joys  of  my  earlier  years  vifit 
F  2  a  nie 
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me,  and  the  fcenes  of  my  pall  life  af- 
ford  mxC  a  fpedacle  fo  entertaining  and 
fo  pleafing,  that  I  ahnofl  live  entirely 
in  this  place." 

^'  Can  fo  young  a  lady  (I  interrupt- 
ed her)  "  have  indeed  experienced  fo ' 
^'  many  freaks  of  fortune  ?" 

Oy  my  lords,  my  life  is  fo  eventful, 
*5  and  my  adventures  are  fo  ftrange  and 

wonderful,  that  thofe  to  whom  I  fliould 

relate  them  would  fancy  they  heard  a 

nurfery-tale." 

"  Who  could  think  fo  if  you  fliould  re« 

late  them  ?" 

If  you  will  promife  me  not  to  betray 
«^  my  fecrets  (ffie  refumed  after  fome  re- 
flection) "  I  will  give  you  a  fl^etch  of  my 

life,  and  I  flatter  myfelf  that  my  tale 

will  at  leaft  not  feem  tedious  to  you." 

We  promifed  it,  and  fhe  began,  after 
we  had  feated  ourfelves  : 

I  was  born  in  a  provinciaT  town  of 

France.  My  parents  are  rick,  and  of 
«^  ancient  nobility.    My  mother  hated  me 

in  the  fame  degree  in  which  my  father 
*'  loved  me,  and  all  my  endeavours  to 

6^  gain 
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gain  her  love,  proved  abortive.  My 

^»  father  did  every  thing  in  his  power  to 

^*  unroot  this  unnatural  hatred  from  her 

"  bofom.  at  leaft  to  check  its  barbarous  ef- 
feels,  but  in  vain  ;  her  hatred  increafed 
vith  every  reproach  ^vhich  my  father 
loaded  her  with  on  that  fcore5  and  flie 

^»  teazed,  fhamed,  and  humiliated  niCj 
whenever  flie  could  nnd  an  opportunity^ 

^*  and  even  beat  me  frequently.  I  bore 
her  cruel  treatment  with  a  fubmiffion 

"  and  patience  which  rny  father  fecretly. 
admired;  however,  he  obferved  at  the 
fame  time  with  inv>'ard  griefs  how  my 

^-  futterings  increafed  every  day,  the  more 
I  firove  to  conceal  them.  My  ftrength 
dwindled  away,  fapped  by  the  hand  of 
filent  crrief.  and  the  rofes  of  youth 
withered  on  m.y  cheeks. 
^'  One  evening  when  my  mother  and 
brother  were  eone  out,  he  fent  for  me 

^'  to  his  ftudv.  The  afFeclins;  fcene  which 
then  enfued  is  ftill  prefent  to  my  recol- 
lection.  He  v;as  fitting  at  his  writing- 
deflv,  when  I  entered  the  room,  and  rofe 
to  prefs  me  to  his  afFectiona.te  heart. 

F  3  ^  Come 
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"  '  Come  to  the  bofom  of  a  loving  father,' 
"  he  faid,  '  and  let  me  fpeak  comfort  to 
thy  fuffering  mind.  The  anticipation 
of  the  pleafiire  to  fpend  with  you  our 
common  birth-day,  (I  was  then  thirteen 
and  my  father  fifty- three  years  old)  has 
filled  my  heart  with  fecret  joy  for  fome 
*•  time.  I  will  not  deprive  you  and  my- 
"  felf  any  longer  of  the  confolation  to 
dil^clofe  to  you  the  feelings  of  a  father's 
heart.  Poor  girl !'  taking  my  hands  in 
his,  and  looking  tenderly  at  me,  ^  you 
are  much  in  want  of  that  poor  confola- 
tion.'  '  O !  my  father  !'  groaned  I, 
while  tears  of  grief  and  filial  afFe6lion 
bedewed  my  cheeks.  '  I  know  what 
you  have  fufiered,'  he  refumed,  '  and 
lliil  are  fuffering. 

God  knows,  it  is  not  my  fault.    I  have 
oftentimes  attempted  to  put  a  ftop  to 
"  your  aifiiftion,  but  alas  !  all  my  labour 
has  been  loft.    Thou  art  not  alone  un- 
happy,  my  dear  child,  thy  father  whofe 
^-  joylefs  heart  feels  for  thee,  fufPers  too.  I 
^'  fhould  be  lefsmiferable  if  thou  wer't  not 
fo  dear  to  my  heart ;  for  why  fhould  1 

conceal 
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conceal  it  from  thee,  that  thou  art  the 
darling  of  my  life  !  yes,  my  child,  here 
«  were  no  human  witnefs,  where  the  all- 
"  feeing  God  only  hears  us,  I  confefs  to 
"  thee,  that  thou  art  to  me  the  mioft  pre- 
«  cious  jev/el,  my  pride,  my  hope,  and — 
every  thing.'  1  kilfed  his  reverend  hand 
*•  v;ith  unfpeakable  emotion. 

My  conftitution  is  much  impaired,' 
«^  he  continued  after  a  long  paufe  '  and  I 
am  fifty-three  years  old.     I  feel,  my 
darling,  that  I  fliall  not  live  much  Ion- 
ger,  and  therefore,  have  made  my  will.* 
"  I  proftrated  myfelf  to  his  feet :  "  Not  a 
word  more,  my  dear  a{fea:ionate  father,  if 
you  love  your  child.    The  idea  of  your 
death  rends  my  heart  afunder.  O  !  God ! 
if  your  prefentiment  fliould  prove  true, 
"  how  miferable  fhould  then  your  poor 
forfaken  daughter  be  ;  this  would  make 
me  really  wretched  !   While  you  are 
living,  and  fhare  my  fecret  forrows,  I 
cannot  be  entirely  miferable.'    '  My 
dear  child,'  my  father  refumed,  'death 
is  our  common  lot,  and  fooner  or  later  I 
mull  pay  the  debt  of  nature.    This  life 
F  4  is 
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is  nothing  but  a  pilgrimage  to  our  eter- 
nal  abode.    Thou  hail  as  yet  enjoyed 
46  very  few  cheerful  hours ;  it  fhallnot  be 
foany  longer.    I  am  a  rich  man.  Thy 
mother  and  brother  have  done  very  little 
*Vto  deferve  my  affc6lion.    The  latter  is 
*•  a  malicious,  proud,  and  licentious  boy, 
and  thy  mother — alas!  thou  doeft  not 
know  the  namelefs  injury  and  grief  fhe 
has  caufed  me.    They  have  very  little 
claim  to  my  fortune,  and  (hall  be  made 
'^^  fenlible  of  it.    But  thou,  my  daughter^ 
to  whom  as  yet,  I  could  prove  fo  little 
"  the  whole  extent  of  my  affeftion,  fliall 
experience   one   time,    that  thou  art 
the,  ^larling  of  vay  heart,  the  fole  ob* 
^'je8:"that  jenders  life  ftill  defirable  to 
a  wretched  man.'    He  prelTed  me  ten- 
derly  to  his  heaving  heart,  while  he  pro- 
nounced  thefe  words.    My  tears  ming- 
led  with  his.    He  then  gave  me  fome 
pious  infiru8:ions  which  have  made  fo 
*^  deep  an  impreffion  on  my  mJnd,  that  I 
ihall  never  forget  them,.    I  left  his  flu- 
*^  dy,  m^oved  to  the  foul. 

"  You  will  hardly  guefs  what  v/as  the 
fecret  fpring  of  my,  patient  demeanor, 

which 
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which  gained  me  the  admira.tion  and 
love  of  my  reverend  father.    I  ought 
to  account  to  you  for  it,  and  am  fure 
'm'ou  will  be  furprifed.    I  was  not  fix 
^*  years  old,  when  one  evening  an  acci- 
"  dent  happened  to  me  in  our  garden, 
which  is  fo  wonderful  and  extraordi- 
nary,  that  it  wdll  hardly  gain  your  credit, 
^*  My  nurfe,  wdio  warfare  of  mydifcretion, 
had  left  me  to  ftray  by  myfelf  through  a 
'vgrove  of  beech  trees,  w^hcn  I  fuddenly 
heard  an  unknown  voice  exclaim — 
Amelia !  Amelia!'  I  flarted,  becaufe 
*^  I  knew  there  was  nobody  in  the  garden 
"  but  myfelf;  however  my  curiofity,  and 
"  the  melodious  accent  of  that  voice,  foon 
fubdued  my  fear,  and  I  direSled  my 
eyes  to  the  place  from  whence  it  came* 
But,  imagine  my  horror,  when  I  ob- 
ferved  a  wdiite  figure  fitting  in  a  dark 
"  grotto,  not  above  thirty  paces  diftant  from 
"  me.    The  apparition  made  a  fign  to  me 
to  approach;  I  was  fixed  to  the  ground, 
for  a  moment,  and  then  began  to  run 
as  faft  as  I  could,  wdien  the  figure  ex- 
"  claimed  once  more —  ^  Amelia  I  Ame- 
)ial  be  not  afraid,  it  is  thy  friend  wdio 
¥  n  calls 
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calls  thee.'  But  I  did  not  venture  to 
look  back,  and  ran  out  of  the  garden  as 
faft  as  I  could. 

"  This  event  had  left  fo  deep  an  im- 
preffion  on  my  mind,  that  I  could  not 
clofe  my  eyes  a  fmgle  moment  the 
whole  night.  The  apparition  was  con- 
ftantly  hovering  before  me,  and  the  me- 
lodious  acclamation-- — Amelia^  he  not 
afraid  I  vibrated  incelTantly  in  my  ears. 
I  began  to  repent  my  fearful  flight,  and 
to  wifli  the  apparition  might  re -appear 
the  next  evening.  My  little  heart  w^as 
panting  all  the  day  for  the  fitting  in  of 
twilight,  and  when  evening  came,  was 
filled  with  fecret  joy  and  fear.    I  had 

"  told  neither  my  parents  nor  our  domef- 
tics  a  fmgle  fyllable  of  the  apparition, 
left  I  might  not  be  fuffered  to  go  into 
the  garden.  My  nurfe,  who  accompa- 
nicd  me  thither  at  the  ufual  hour,  left 
me  again  to  myfelf  when  it  began  to  wax 

«^  dark.  I  kept  at  a  great  diftance  from  the 
grotto,  d'ireciing,  however,  my  eyes 
conRantly  towards  it.    'Erelong  the 

«^  Vvbite  figure  appeared  again;  calling 
2  with 
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^»  Avitli  a  fweet  heavenly  voice  :  '  come  to 
^'  my  arms,  Amelia  !  why  did'ft  thou  flee 
^'  yellerday  from  thy  friend  ?  come  to 
me,  fweet  child  !  dont  fear,  I  will  not 
hurt  thee  V  fo  faying,  the  apparition 
ftretched  out  her  arms-;  I  was  thrilled 
with  horror,  and  going  to  leave  the 
garden,  when  fhe  exclaimed :  '  Stay, 
ftay,  as  thou  valued  thy  happinefs!  If 
thou  fleeft  to  night,  then  thou  wilt  fee 
me  no  more  !'  the  w^orcl  happinefs  re- 
"  tarded  my  flight,  and  the  apprehenfion 
"  of  feeing  her  no  more  made  me  turn 
''  back.    Curiofity,  and  hope  to  be  libe- 
rated  from  my  mifery,  afforded  me  cou- 
''  rage  and  ftrength  to  approach,  though 
''  with  flow  and  fearful  fteps.   On  coming 
''  nearer  I  faw  that  the  apparition  was  a 
''  beautiful  lady  in   a  fnow-white  gar- 
"  ment,  (landing  at  the  entrance  of  the 
«'  grotto,  with  a  baflcet  of  fruits  in  her 
hand ;  her  figure  was  grand  and  maj.ef- 
tic,  her  countenance  the  fweet  abode 
«' of  celeftial  kindnefs ;  fire  appeared  ta 
"  me  an  inhabitant  of  heaven's  realms. 
A  fight  fo  pleafiDg  and  inviting,  at  once 

^«  dif= 
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difpelled  every  remnant  of  fear,  and  I 
advanced  boldly.  She  took  me,  fmil- 
ing,  by  the  hand,  leading  me  to  the  re- 
moteft  recefs  of  the  grotto,  feated  her- 
felf  on  a  moffy  ftone,  and  took  me  on 
her  lap.  Having  kiffed  me  thrice  on 
my  forehead,  ffie  gave  me  the  baflcet 
and  faid  :  '  Come  eat,  fweet  child,  and 
refreib  thy  felf,  forget  in  my  arms  the 
cruel  treatment  of  thy  barbarous  mo- 
ther,  I  know  thy  fufferings,  and  will 
alleviate  themo  We  will  meet  here  once 
every  wxek.    I  will  be  a  mother  to 

^-  thee,  and  promote  thy  happinefs  to  the 
iitmoft  of  my  pov/er.' 

She  was  as  good  as  her  word.  I 
enjoyed  her  company  once  every  w^eek,. 

*^  and,  'ere  long,  our  hearts  were  allied  in 
bonds  of  mutual    affeftion  and  holy 

"  friend{liip„    The  time  I  fpent  with  her, 

*^  and  v/hich  always  fled  on  wings  of  in- 
nocent  pleafure,  w^as  dedicated  to  con- 
folations  and  fage  indruftions.  Now 
you  will  be  able  to  account  for  my  pa- 
tience  and  forbearance,  wdth  which  I 
iubmitted  to  the  cruel  treatment  of  my 

unna- 
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unnatural  mother.    No  feafon  was  more 
tedious  to  me  than  winter,  when  I  was 
"  not  fuffered  to  go  into  the  garden,  and 
"  confequentiy  could  not  fee  the  benevo- 
*•  lent  lady,  becaufe  flie  was  no  where  to 
be  met  with  but  in  the  grotto." 
"  Have  you  never  been  furprifed  in 
her  company  by  your  nurfe     my  tutor 
enquired. 

"  Never.  She  always  difmiiTcd  mebe- 
fore  the  fervant  arrived,  who  ufaally  ilaid 
away  above  half  an  hour.  However, 
when  I  had  attained  my  tenth  year,  I 
could  enjoy  her  company  for  a  longer 
fnace  of  time,  becaufe  I  had  leave  to 
go  in  the  gai^len  by  m.yfelf,  and  fre- 
quently  ilaid  above  an  hour  in  the  grot- 
to.  The  happy  hours  I  fpent  at  that 
favourite  place,  made  ample  amends  for 
the  many  fufferings  I  experienced  in 
the  courfe  of  the  week,  and  I  cannot 
but  confefs,  that  I  owe  the  improve- 
ment  of  my  mind  and  heart  wholly  to 
the  tender  care  of  the  white  lady. 
"  A  little  more  than  nine  months  after 
^<  the  aforementioned  converfation  with 

^«  my 


11&  THE  VICTIM  OF 

my  father,  I  found  her  one  evening  de» 
*•  preffed  by  deep  melancholy,  and  loft  in 
"  profound  meditation.    She  viewed  me 
€^  for  fome  time  in  mournful  filence,  and 
then  began :   ^  Amelia !  we  muft  part. 
"  I  am  going  to  take  leave  of  thee.  Thou 
ill  alt  fee  me  no  more.'    I  dropped  to 
the  ground  in  an  agony  of  grief,  and 
fhed  briny  tears  of  unfpeakable  forrow. 
«  Rife  my  daughter,'  flie  re  fumed  in  a 
melancholy  ftrain,  *  rile  and  do  not 
fpend  with  ufelefs  complaints  the  few 
"  mom.ents  I  am  allowed  to  ftay  with  thee. 
Thou  always  haft  been  a  good,  obedi- 
ent  child;    Heaven  will  reward  thy 
piety  fooner  or  latei'.    Take  courage, 
"  and  never  forget  the  inftruQions  of  thy 
friend.    Thy  prefent  mifery  fiiall  end 
in  lefs  than  four  months.    More  I  dare 
not  difclofe  to  thee. — Farewell  1'  So 
faying,  ftie  ftrained  me  to  her  panting 
heart,  tears  bedewed  her  face,  while  my 
forrows  and  groans  fufFocatcd  my  voice^ 
'  Do  not  let  us  wantonly  imbitter  our 
feparation  by  immoderate  grief  fliefaid, 
at  lengthj  *  my  time  is  fliort;  liften  to 

what 
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^«  what  I  am  going  to  fay. — Nirmberlefs 
misfortunes  avrait  thee  in  this  vain 
^vorld ;  but  do  not  defpair.  Put  thy 
confidence  in  him.  who  ordains  the  fate 
of  mortals  with  paternal  love  and  wif- 
dom.    He  will  be  thy  guardian,  and  one 

"  ttTiie  hid  happimfs  reward  thy  virtue  and 
Sufferings,  Let  this  idea  fupport  thy 
aifiicled  heart  when  thy  fufferings  fliall 
feem  endlefs  to  thee.  Here,  take  this 
fealed  paper,  and  keep  it  as  a  pledge  of 
my    unalterable    friendfnip    for  thee- 

^'  Take  care  not  to  lofc  it,  and  let  not 
idle  curiolity  tempt  thee  to  open  it  be- 
fore  thou  haft  found  the  man  whom 
thy  heart  fliall  choofc  as  a  partner  in 
happinefs  and  affliclion.  It  will  be  of 
great  fervice  to  thee."  So  faying,  fne 
killed  me  thrice  onmv  forehead,  adding^ 

"  with  a  faltering  voice :     ^  Go  now,  and 

^»  leave  me — the  parting  hour  is  arrived. 

"  Farewell !  W e  fhall  meet  again  !'  \\\x\\ 
thefe  words,  file  difappeared  in  the  grot- 

^*  to,  and  I  went  to  my  apartment  with 
ing  eyes." 

'•  Have  you  never  heard  tidings  of  her 
after  your  feparation  ?"* 

Never. 
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Never.  Heaven  only  knows  wlio 
this  friend  was,  whence  flie  came  and 
whither  flie  went,  I  never  have  feen 
her  any  where  before  her  tirft,  and  after 
her  laft  appearance  in  the  grotto.  At 
our  fir  ft  interview,  fhe  enjoined  me  to 

«f  keep  our  meeting  fecret,  eife  I  fliould 
fee  her  no  more,  and  under  the  fame 
penalty  forbade  me  to  inquire  who  fhe 
was.    The  only  key  to  the  myftery,  the 

"  dear  pledge  of  her  ineftimable  friend- 
fiiip  which  fhe  gave  me  on  m.y  farewell 
vifit,  I  have  loft  in  an  unaccountable 
manner.  You  cannot  conceive  how 
much  this  lofs  has  grieved  and  afrli8:ed 
me.    I  dare  not  think  of  it.'* 

Then  you  never  have  opened  the 
fealed  paper  ?"' 

"  It  was  unopened  when  I  loft  it." 
Here  fhe  paufed  a  while,  and  then  con- 
tinued :  Three  mxonths  after  the  fepara- 
tion  from  my  unkno\vTi  friend,  we  were 
vifited  by  an  aunt,  whofe  prefence  had 
been  rendered  neceiTary  by  fome  family 
concerns.  She  came  from  Paris,  and 
ftayed  but  a  fhort  time  at  our  houfe, 

6'  I  foon 
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I  foon  engaged  her  attention,  and  at  the 
"  flime  time  became  dear  to  her  heart. 
Although  my  mother  carefully  refrained 
from  iliowing  any  ill-Aviii  towards  me 
in  her  pre  fence,  yet  fiie  could  not  en- 
tirely  conceal  her  diflike  to  me  from 
her  prying  eye;  and  my  good  aunt 
"  watching  an  opportunity  to  fpeak  to  me 
in  private,  preffed  me  to  difclofe  to  her 
"  my  real  lituation.    She  had  gained  my 
^'  regard  and  alfeclion  fo  entirely,  that  I 
^'  did  not  hefitate  a  moment  to  yield  to  her 
tender  requeft,  and  faithfully  informed 
"  her  of  the  whole  extent  of  my  forlorn 
^'  fituation,  which  drew  tears  of  pity  from 
her  eyes.    She  aflvcd  me  whether  I  could 
"  not  refc>/Te  to  go  with  her  to  Paris,  and 
to  live  in  her  houfe,  which  fhe  vrould 
endeavour  lo  make  as  agreeable  to  m.e 
as  it  fliould  be  in  her  power.    You  can 
eafiiy  think  that  I  accepted  her  offer 
with  rapture.    My  v/orthy  father  felt  not 
lefs  pleafure  at  it,  knovdng  my  aunt  to 
be  a  prudent  and  honeft  woman,  to 
"  whofe  care  he  fafely  could  intruft  my 
education.    He  rejoiced  aL^hat  wiflied 

4i  for 
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for  opportunity  of  procuring  me  an  afy- 
lum  againft  the  ranlc  and  unconquera- 
ble  hatred  of  my  mother,  who  feemed 
to  delight  in  my  mianyfold  fiifFerings  and 
forrows." 

"  The  only  perfon  who  oppofed  this 
welcome  propofal  was  my  mother,  of 
^'  whom  I  had  lead  fufpeQed  any  thing 
of  that  kind.    She  raifed  a  number  of 
objeftions,  which  however  were  fo  hap- 
"  pily  refuted  by  my  father  and  aunt,  that 
at  length  fhe  was  obliged  to  give  her 
confent  to  my  departure.   When  I  went 
to  take  leave  of  that  tyrannical  parent, 
fhe  gave  me  a  number  of  dry  admoni- 
tions,  which  flie  w^as  pleafed  to  call  af- 
^'  feftionate  counfels  of  a  tender  mother, 
*^  My  father  gave  me  his  benediElion  with 
filent  grief  and  weeping  eyes.    A  fingle 
^'  word  from  the  lips  of  that  dear  parent 
"  would  have  fliaken  my  refolution  to  de- 
part,  and  kept  me  back  in  a  houfe  where 
^'  grief  and  forrow  ^fere  conftantly  under- 
"  mining  my  health  and  tranquillity,  fo 
"  much  was  my  heart  devoted  to  him. 
^*  When  ,  ^^e  was  lifting  me  into  the  car- 

riage. 
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riage,  lie  drained  nie  once  more  to  his 
loving  heart,  and  it  feemed  to  me  as  if 
he  was  bidding  me  an  eternal  adieu ; 
"which  alas!  was  really  the  cafe;"  the 
Countefs  added  with  great  emotion,  after 
a  fiient  paufe  of  agony,       I  have  feen 
*^  him  no  more;  he  died  a  year  after  my 
"  departure.    The  fhocking  intelligence 
of  his  death,  plunged  me  in  a  deep  me- 
lancholy  and  had  almoil  proved  fatal  to 
my  life." 

"  My  aunt  was  as  good  as  her  word.— 
«^  Beneath  her  hofpitable  roof,  I  found  the 
ideal  pidure  ofhappinefs,  which  I  had 
frequently  drawn  in  the  fweet  hours  of 
imac^inarv  delufion,  realifed.    She  an- 
ticipated  every  v^ifli  of  my  little  heart, 
and  her  eyes  beamed  with  celeftial  plea- 
fure,  when  fne  could  roufe  in  my  foul 
"  the  dormant  feed  of  innocent  joy.  She 
"  was  a  widow  and  childlefs;  I  pofleffed, 
"  of  courfe,  her  heart  undivided,  and  her 
whole  great  fortune  was  at  my  com- 
mand.     The  influence  which  content 
and  hilarity  produced  on  my  conilitu- 
tioHj  became  foon  vifibie.    My  figure, 

which 
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which  had  been  withering  on  the  ma- 
ternal  foil,  began  to  be  animated  with 
*^  new  life  and  vigour,  and  I  bloilomed 
^«  under  the  foftering  hand  of  my  amiable 
relation,  like  a  rofe  tranfplanted  in  a 
luxuriant  foil,  and  nurfed  by  the  bene- 
ficial  care  of  an  induftrious  gardener. 
Thus  paiTed  a  year  in  undiilurbed 
tranquillity,  on  rofeate  pinions  of  hila- 
rity  and  joy,  whea— " 
Here  the  Countefs  was  interrupted  by 
a  fervant  who  brought  a  letter. 

"  A  letter  from  niy  uncle  !"  flie  ex- 
claimed.   The  fervant  was  waiting  at  the 
entrance  of  the  door 'till  {he  had  perufed 
it.        I  am  forry,"   faid  f!:ie,   ^'  that  I 
mud  leave  you  for  fome  time.  The 
regard  1  owe  my  uncle,  and  the  import- 
"  ant  contents  of  the  letter,  oblige  me  to 
return  a  fpeedy  anfwer.    I  fhallendea- 
vour  to  join  you  as  foon  as  polfible  ; 
'till  then,  farewell  coufm!"    At  thefe 
w^ords  the  fervant  gazed  at  me  with  curi- 
ous looks,  and  our  hoftefs  left  us  to  our- 
felves.    She  ftaid  above  an  hour.  On 
her  return  file  told  us  that  (he  had  been 

inter- 
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interrupted  in  her  narration  at  the  mod 
remarkable  period  of  her  life.  "  Ho\^* 
ever,"  added  flie,  fmce  this  period 
would  recall  many  melancholy  ideas 
which  I  particularly  wifh  to  avoid  this 
day,  and  fupper  time  is  approaching,  I 
<^  will  give  you  the  continuation  another 
time." 

We  w^ere  fitting  at  the  table  'till  eleven 
o'clock,  when  the  Countefs  at  once  be« 
gan  to  grow  ferious  and  gloomy  ;  the  pre« 
fentiment  of  the  impending  aw^ful  fcene, 
feemed  to  have  chafed  away  every  fliadow 
of  hilarity.  She  ordered  the  fervant  to 
carry  candles  and  cards  to  the  apartment 
v;here  the  apparition  was  to  be,  and  then 
defired  him  to  retire  'till  flie  fhould  ring 
the  bell. 

When  he  was  gone,  flie  walked  up  and 
down  the  room  with  hafty  ftrides  and 
folded  arms.  A  dreadful  combat  feemed 
to  have  taken  place  in  her  foul.  At  once 
{lie  flopped,  looking  fearfully  around, 
and  then  flung  herfelf  on  the  fofa. 

My  tutor  interrupted,  at  length,  the 
univerfal-iilence  ; — Will  you  play,  my 
^'Lady'r 

She 
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She  gazed  at  him  with  aftonifliment* 

Then  you  will  not  play  ?" 
A  fliaking  of  her  head  was  the  only  an- 
fwer, 

«  I  fancied  you  would  playj  becaufe 
you  have  ordered  cards." 
"  Mere  pretext,"  fti^  replied,  will 
you  not  fit  down  ?" 

We  feated  ourfelves  by  her  fide  upon 
the  fofa.  It  ftruck  a  quarter  after  eleven. 
Her  face  grew  deadly  wan. 

"  What  frail  beings  we  females  are  !* 
faid  flie  at  length.  "  A  little  while  ago,  I 
"  was  all   refolution  ;  and   now  every 

fpark  of  courage  is  extinguiflied  !" 

My  tutor  took  great  pains  to  roufe  her 
fpirit ;  but  all  his  endeavours  were  fruit- 
lefs.  She  grew  feveral  times  fo  faint, 
that  we  were  obliged  to  revive  her  by  the 
application  of  falts.  Her  alh-pale  face 
contrafted  with  her  black  drefs. 

When  the  clox:k  which  was  in  the  room 
{Iruck  three  quarters  after  eleven,  Ihe 
ilarted  up,  but  fo^n  feated  herfelf  again^ 
requeuing  me  to  bolt  the  door.  Every 
Jookj  every  motion  of  the  raufcles  of  her 

face 
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face,  befpoke  the  dieadful  agony  of  her 
uimd. 

I  bolted  the  door  and  began  to  wifli  xnj 

tutor  had  not  accepted  the  invitation. 

I  am  forry,"  faid  he,  "  that  my  argil- 

«•  ments  cannot  revive  your  courage. 
"  It  is  not  the  fault  of  your  argu= 
ments,  but  of  my  im^agination,  what  the 
former  build,  is  deftroyed  the  next  mo- 

fr'  ment  by  a  dream  I  had  laft  night." 
"  A  dream     we  both  exclaimed,  feiz- 

ed  with  aflonifliment. 

"  Hear,  and  then  judge  me.  I  dreamed 
laft  night,  that  I  was  fitting  at  midnight, 
by  the  tomb  which  you  have  feen  be- 

'Mow  ftairs,  reflecling  on  the  promifed 
apparition  of  my  deceafed  lord.  So- 

*^  lemn,  awful  ftillnefs  of  the  grave,  was 
fwaying  around  me*  Not  the  leaft 
breeze  of  air  was  felt.  The  horrors  of 
darknefs  furrounded  me  ;  a  faint  ray  of 
the  moon  was  trembling  over  the  white 
ftones  of  the  tomb,  and  rendered  the/ 

^'  fl^iuUs  and  bones  which  were  placed  up- 
on  it  vifible  to  my  afrighted  looks.  At 
once  it  feemed  to  me^  as  if  they  were 

"  ftir*. 
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«^  ftirring.    Odours  of  the  grave  affailed 
my  fmelling  organs,  and  the  tomb  began 
to  fliake  violently.    A  hollow  difmal 
voice  called  from  the  tomb   of  the 
^5  grave  :  *  Who  dares  to  difturb  the  rell 
of  the  dead?'  '  It  is  thy  wife  !'  a  fe- 
«^  cond  voice  replied.  '  I  will  chaftife  the 
"  daring  wretch  I'  refumed  the  firft  voice. 
«5  The  tomb  was  fuddenly  iliaken  with  a 
thundering  voice^  a  gaping  chaliii  ap* 
«5  peared  at  the  foot  of  the  pcdeftal,  and 
«^  a  grifly  (Iceleton  rofe  up,  exclaiming 
with  a  dreadful  voice — '  Here  I  am  I 
^5  what  doil  thou  want  ?'  I  fled  on  wings 
of  terror,  the  fi^eleton  was  clofe  at  my 
fi'  heels,  took  fuddenly  hold  of  me,  and — " 
5  Here  it  ftruck  twelve.    The  tongue  of 
the  Countefs  feemed  to  be  fettered  with 
the  firfl  ftroke ;  fhe  ftared  wildly  around, 
jher  bofom  heaved  violently,  her  whole 
1  frame  was  convulfed  with  dreadful  con  - 
L4:ortions.    No  found  came  from  her  lips, 
\  With  the  laft  ftroke  the  candles  were 
fuddenly   extinguifhed    by  an  invifible 
.hand ;  the  thunder  fhook  the  houfe,  and 
the  windows  rattledj  a  putrid  odour' filled 

the 
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the  room,  and  a  flafh  of  lightning  difclof- 
ed  to  our  eyes  a  pale,  ghaftly-looking 
figure,  three  fteps  diftant  from  us.  which 
at  firft  fight  appeared  to  have  a  ftriking 
refemblance  to  the  picture  which  I  had 
feen  after  dinner.  His  eyes  were  hollow, 
and  traces  of  corruption  were  virible  on. 
his  cheeks.  He  v;as  wrapped  in  a  fnroud, 
with  which  he  endeavoured  to  ftop  the 
blood  dreaming  from  a  gaping  wound  in 
his  left  fide. 

The  phantom  appeared  and  difappeared 
as  the  lightning  flaflied  or  died  away* 
The  intervals  of  impenetrable  darknefs, 
which  alternately  concealed  the  fpeclre 
from  our  fight,  were  more  horrible  than 
the  apparition  itfelf. — The  gholl  feemed 
fixed  to  the  fpot. 

The  Countefs  dropped  to  the  ground, 
wringing  her  hands  in  wild  agony. 

A  long  dreadful  paufe  enfued. 
fVhy  haft  thou  called  me  hither'  f 

The  apparition  fpoke  only  by  intervals, 
when  the  lightning  rendered  it  vifible. 
The  flaflies  were  always  extremely  ftrong 
and  lafting. 

Vol.  L  G  The 
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The  Countefs  attempted  to  fpeak,  but 
the  words  died  on  her  lips. 

The  bleeding  fpe6lre  repeated  his  quef« 
tion,  flow  and  awful. 

"  To  take  an  eternal  farewell  1"  fhe 
Hammered  at  laft,  with  a  faint  voice. 

"  In  this  company  Here  his  flaring 
eyes  fhot  flaflies  of  anger; — The  Countefs 
looked  by  turns  at  me  and  my  tutor  ;  the 
latter  feemed  offended,  and  was  going  to 
feize  the  phantom,  but  a  terrible  flafh  of 
lightning  proftrated  him  to  the  ground. 

"  Woman  I  woman  !  woman  /" 
O  fpeak !  thy  fervant  hears  with 
"  trembling." 

What  hu/inefs  haft  thou  with  the  fon  of 
"  my  ajjajfm 

She  ftarted  fuddenly  up  :— "  How  ?" 
pointing  at  me,  "his  father  thy  murderer?" 

"  He  did  not  perpetrate  him/elf  the  ruf- 
jian  deed^  he  Jent  his  myrmidons  to  ajaf» 
/mate  me,'* 

"  All-powerful  God!"  with thefe  words 
I  funk  on  the  fofa,  almoft  fainting. — Hor- 
ror raifed  my  hair  like  the  briftles  of  the 

porcupine* 

«  Shme* 
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Shamefully  J  Jloamefully  have  I  been  mur- 
dered  I  look  here  l—Jummon  all  thy  fcrti^ 
tude  1  look  ho'w  they  have  treated  me  T 
So  faying,  he  uncovered  his  lefi  Tide 
entirely,  and  five  gaping  wounds  were 
ftreaming  widi  biood.    This  fight  dried 
up  the  marrow  in  my  bones. 

The  Countefs  moaned  like  a  mianiac. 

0  fpeak fhe  exclaimed  at  length  in 
an  agony  of  violent  pain,  tell  me  what 
^*  I  can  do  for  thee." 

"  Avenge  thyjelf  on  my  murderer  through 
"  magnartiraity  :  I  muft  he  g07ie 

Impenetrable  darknefs  concealed  him 
from  our  eyes.  My  defimy  calls  me  hence, 
"  Be  generous^  and  forgive  my  murderer  /" 

O  fiav  but  a  moment  longer  :  onlv 
^»  one  word  more — flie  exclaimed.  A 
tremendous  cla.p  of  thunder  interrupted 
her  words.  Lightnings  flafhed  and  the 
phantom  vaniflied. 

1  fat  on  the  fofa  loH  in  dumb  afioniili- 
ment.  The  Countefs  feemed  to  be  out  of 
her  fenfes.  My  tutor  recovered  firll  and 
roufed  me  from  my  ftupefaction.  We 
then  attempted  to  revive  the  Countefs; 

0%  but 


X24  THE  VICTIM  OF 

but  all  our  endeavours  were  fruitlefs.  I 
rang  the  bell  furioufly.  ,The  fervants 
rufhed  into  the  room,  and  I  exclaimed 
in  an  agony  of  diftrefs,  make  halle, 
makehafte  to  affiftyourlady,fhehas  been 
feized  with  a  fainting  fit  at  play  1"  This 
accident  alarmed  the  whole  houfe,  and  all 
the  domeftics  crouded  into  our  room. 

In  about  a  quarter  of  an  hour  the  Coun- 
tefs  recovered,  but  her  ftrength  was  fo 
much  exhaufted,  that  Hie  hardly  could 
fpeak.  The  fervants  hinting  that  fhe 
wanted  to  go  to  reft,  we  left  her  and  went 
to  our  apartments. 

When  we  were  alone  I  put  feveral 
queftions  with  regard  to  the  apparition  to 
my  tutor;  finding,  however,  that  he  was 
very  fparing  with  his  words,  I  kept  my 
opinions  to  myfelf.  I  fliall  never  forget 
that  night ;  it  was  the  moll  horrid  of  my 
life;  doubts,  cdnjeftures,  thwarted  expec- 
tations, dreadful  fancies,  apprehenfions. 
Sec,  Sec,  &c.  alTailed  and  tormented  me 
by  turns,  "  My  father!"  faid  I  to  myfelf, 
^'  the  murderer  of  the  hufband  of  the  dar- 
ling of  my  heart  ?  Impoifible  I  And  yet 

if 
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if  I  refleQ:  on  the  reality  of  that  dread- 
ful apparition,  how  can  I  convince  my- 
felf  of  the  contrary  ?  Who  knows  in 
what  connexions  my  father  has  been  with 
the  deceafed  ?  Who  knows  whether  he 
,.has  not,  deceived  by  falfe  informations, 
refolved  to  bring  a  facrifice  to  the  ftate 
by  the  aflafTination  of  that  unfortunate 
man?  But  perhaps  the  whole  apparition 
is  nothing  but  a  fraud  of  the  Unknown, 
and  the  afTaffination  nothing  but  a  fidion, 
adapted  to  the  plan  he  has  formed  with 
regard  to  me.  Yet  how  can  he  dare  to 
found  his  plan  upon  fomething,  the  falfity 
of  which  I  can  deteB:  fo  eafily  ?  Eafily  ? 
* — Will  my  father  ever  confefs  it  tome,  if 
he  has  committed  that  murder?  and  by 
what  means  elfe  fnall  I  know  it  ?  Hov/- 
ever,  how  does  his  probity,  his  noble  cha- 
ra6ler  correlpond  with  an  afTaffination  by 
the  affiftance  of  banditti  ?  No,  it  is  a  lie! 
But  is  not  my  father  a  Duke  ?  perhaps  he 
has  been  obliged,  by  reafons  of  ftate,  to 
do  what  he  would  not  have  done  as  a 
private  man.  And  fappofe  it  fliould  be 
falfe,  alas !  how  ihall  I  convince  my  Ame- 
G  g  lia 
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lia  of  it  ?  What  will  it  avail  me,  while  fhc 
believ^es  it  true  ?  In  what  light  muft  fhe. 
view  the  Ton  of  her  hufband's  murderer  ? 
Kow  can  I  dare  to  appear  before  her  ? 
O  God  1  to  fee  her  no  more,  to  fpeak  no 
more  to  her  I  And  yet  this  might  perhaps 
be  the  only  means  to  come  to  the  bottom 
of  that  myfterious  matter.  The  relation 
of  her  hiftory  might  probably  throw  fome 
light  upon  the  words  of  the  phantom,  and 
afford  a  clue  to  come  to  the  certainty. — > 
Eut  to  Y/hat  certainty  ?  Shall  I  not  lofe 
every  thing  if  the  pretended  murder  fliould 
be  confirmed?" 

Thefe  and  fimilar  ideas  tormented  me 
all  night  long  in  fuch  a  manner,  that  my 
tutor  was  frightened  at  my  appearance, 
when  he  faw  me  in  the  morning. 

The  fituation  in  which  I  found  myfelf, 
told  me  v/hat  I  had  endeavoured  to  con- 
ceal from  myfelf— 'that  the  beautiful  Coun- 
tefs  had  fettered  my  heart  for  ever.  I 
felt  now  that  the  feparation  from  her, 
■which  could  not  be  avoided,  would  make 
me  miferable  to  the  higheft  degree;  and 
alas!  every  ray  of  hope  to  avoid  that  fe- 

parationj 
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paration,  began  to  vanilli  the  more  I  re- 
{le8:ed  upon  the  matter.  How  ^\-illingly 
would  I  have  renounced  all  my  claim  to 
future  grandeur,  which  I,  as  the  fon  of  a 
Duke,  was  entitled  to.  to  any  one  who 
had  pointed  out  to  me  certain  m.eans  of 
reftoring  the  former  relation,  which  had 
fubfiiled  between  myfelf  and  the  Coun- 
tefs. 

I  rofe  very  early  in  the  morning,  to 
enquire  of  the  fervants  how  flie  had  refted. 
The  phyfician,  who  was  juft  coniing  from 
her  apartment,  told  me  the  Countefs  was 
in  a  fituation  which  made  him  defpair  of 
her  life.       The  fever,"  he  faid,  which 
was  already  fo  violent  when  I  came, 
feems  to  increafe  with  eveiy  moment. 
"  I  muil  firfl  fee  what  effect  the  medicine 
which  I  have  adminiftered  fiiall  pro- 
duce,  before  I  can  take  further  mea- 
fures."     The  information  I  received 
from  the  phyfician  was  a  dagger  to  my 
heart,    I  intreated  him,  I  coniured  him 
^vk\l  tears,  to  apply  all  his  feill,  in  order 
to  fave  a  life  for  which  I  would  facrifice 
any  thing.        The  Countefs,"  I  added, 
G  4  after 
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after  Ibme  reflexion,  is  a  near  relation 
"  of  mine,  for  whom  I  have  the  greateft 
alFeftion."  The  phyfician  promifed  to 
do  whatever  fhould  be  in  his  power, and  I 
left  him  with  a  beating  heart. 

What  is  the  matter  ?  what  ails  you  ?'* 
my  tutor  exclaimed,  frightened,  when  I 
entered  his  room.  I  told  him  every  thing. 
He  ftrove  in  vain  to  make  me  eafy,  and 
perceived  with  terror  that  his  foothing  ar- 
guments increafed  my  uneafmefs.  My 
apprchenfion  for  the  life  of  the  beautiful 
Countefs,  began  to  change  into  a  furious 
grief,  and  I  interrupted  the:  confolations 
of  my  tutor  by  exprefiions  of  the  moft 
violent  agony.  He  found  it  extremely 
.difficult  to  remove  me  from  the  caftle. 

However,  nothing  was  gained  by  my 
removal,  for  I  had  left  my  heart  at  the 
caftle.  I  was  in  a  Hate  of  defpondency, 
and  nothing  in  the  world  was  capable  of 
cheering  me  up.  I  fent  my  fervantmore 
than  four  times  a-day  to  the  caftle,  and 
he  always  returned  with  the  intelligence 
that  the  illnefs  of  the  Countefs  was  grow- 
ing more  and  more  alarming.  How  fre- 
quently was  I  going  to  be  an  eye  witnefs 
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of  the  fituation  of  the  lady  :  however,  the 
apprehenfion  that  the  fight  of  me  might 
increafe  her  illnefs,  did  not  fufFer  me  to 
go.  Torn  by  two  fo  violent  paffions  as 
love  and  grief,  my  ftrength  declined  vifi* 
bly,  and  the  rofes  of  youth  began  to  fade 
on  my  cheeks.  My  tutor,  vho  obferved 
it  with  terror,  fancied  the  removal  from 
the  fource  would  cure  the  evil,  and  there- 
fore propofed  to  continue  our  travels; 
however  I  told  him  plainly  that  I  could 
not  travel  at  prefent.  All  his  remon- 
flrances  proved  abortivcj  and  I  kept  firm 
to  mv  refolution. 

All  my  endeavours  were  bent  upon 
finding  out  the  Unknown.  He  w^as  the 
only  perfon  of  whom  I  expetled  advice 
and  affiftance.  I  enquired  every  where, 
but  nobody  knew  any  thing  of  him.  I 
roamed  through  the  foreft  for  whole  days 
'till  late  at  night,  but  he  was  no  where  to 
be  found.  Thefe  proceedings  I  kept 
however  concealed  from  my  tutor,  be- 
caufe  I  was  w^ell  aware  that  he  would  pre- 
vent me  from  doing  it.  for  fear  fome  acci-* 
dent  might  befal  me;  and  aflving  me  one 
time,  why  I  ftaved  out  fo  late  at  night, 
'05  I  pre- 
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I  pretended  to  take  long  walks  for  no 

other  reafon  than  to  divert  my  thoughts. 

One  afternoon  my  fervant  came  to  in- 
form me  that  the  Countefs  was  worfe  than 
ever,  and  at  the  fame  time  gave  me  a 
letter.  I  knew  inftantly  the  hand  writing 
of  my  father,  and  tore  it  open;  but  how 
was  I  ftruck  with  aftoniihment  when  I  read 
the  following  lines  : 

"  I  am  very  ill  fatisfied  with  you.  Itwas 
my  intention  you  fnould  travel,  but  not 
^'  turn  a  knight  errant.    I  have  been  in- 
formed  that  you  have  contrafted  an  in- 
timate  acquaintance  with  a  certain  Coun- 
tefs  De  Darbis,  and  even  difciofed  to 
her  your  name  and  rank.    Is  this  the 
obedience  you  pay  to  my  commands  to 
travel  incognito  f  Do  you  thus  anfwer 
^'  the  purpofe  for  which  I  have  fent  you  to 
travel  ?  How  can  you  account  for  your 
fulfering  yourfelf  to  be  entangled,  in  the 
very  beginning  of  your  travels,  by  a  fool- 
*^  ifli  pafTion  which  fixes  you  to  one  fpot, 
and  fetters  your  reafon  ?  I  command 
you,  as  you  value  my  favour,  to  fet  off 
u  fo^  *  *  *  as  foon  as  you  have  read  this 
2  '  letter. 
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letter.  If  I  fliould  hear  that  you  do 
not  inftantly  execute  the  commands  of 
\o\\Y  father^  the  orders  of  \}c,^  ''Duks  fliall 
reduce  you  to  obedience. 
Your  Father, 

Duke  of  ^"^-^ixA, 

Marquis  of  Villa^*V 

1  was  rivetted  to  the  ground  as  if  a  clap 
of  thunder  had  ftruck  ine,  when  my  tu- 
tor entered  the  room.  He  aflced  me  with 
aftonifhment  vrhat  had  happened.  I  gave 
him  the  letter  without  returning  an  an- 
i\ver.  He  was  aftoniflied.  as  well  at  the 
contents,  as  at  the  tone  of  the  letter,  and 
could  not  conceive*  like  mvfelf,  how  my 
father  could  have  been  informed  of  my 
acquaintance  v/ith  the  lady,  which  I  had 
kept  fo  fecret.  At  the  fame  time  he  af, 
fared  me  upon  his  honour,  that  he  had 
not  wrote  him  a  fmgle  line  on  that  fub- 
jecl.  So  much  the  vrorfe  P'  I  exclaim- 
ed, for  then  I  have  here  an  unknovs-n 
^*  fpy  upon  me,  who  fecretly  watches  all 
my  fteps." 

\\'hat  ilruck  me  mofi,  was  the  vrannth 
v;ith  which  my  father  commanded  me  to 
C  6  rc-^ 


13*  THE  VICTIM  OF 

renounce  all  connexion  with  the  lady.-- « 
"  Should  he,  perhaps,"  faid  I  to  myfelf, 
«  have  reafon  to  fear  that  ihe  might  dif- 
clofe  fomething  to  me  which  he  does  not 
wifh  me  to  know?  The  Countefs  has  re- 
lated to  me  only  the  beginning  of  her  hif- 
tory ;   who  knows  what  I  Ihould  have 
heard  farther  ?  The  apparition  of  her  huf- 
band  gives  at  leaft  reafon  to  fufpe6t  that 
my  father  had  a  fhare  in  her  hiftory, 
which  is  not  much  to  his  credit.    He  ap- 
prehends, perhaps,  his  fon  might  hear 
things  which  would  give  him  a  difadvan- 
tageous  idea  of  his  father,  or  at  leaft  lef- 
fen  the  good  opinion  I  have  entertained 
of  him  as  yet. — He  upbraids  me  for  hav- 
ing contrafted  an  intimate  acquaintance 
with  the  Countefs,  and  foon  after  he 
reproaches  me  for  having  difcloied  to 
her  my  name  and  rank.     How  could 
he  be   difpleafed  with  that,  if  our  fa- 
mily had  no  reafon  to  dread  this  lady, 
and  if  he  did  not  wifn  for  very  im- 
portant reafons,  that  I  might  remain  un- 
known to  her?  The  uncommon  barfti 
and  lording  drain  in  which  he  commands 
me  to  depart  fer  *  *  *  as  foon  as  I 

fhould 
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fliould  have  read  his  letter,  feems  to 
fpring  not  fo  much  from  a  paternal  de» 
fi^n  to  cure  me  of  mv  love,  as  from  an 
apprehenfion  to  be  betrayed."  In  fhort, 
the  murder  of  which  the  apparition  had 
been  fp caking,  appeared  to  me  m^ore  and 
more  probable.  I  did  not  conceal  this 
conjecture  from  my  tutor.  He  combated 
it,  but  not  in  fuch  a  manner  that  no  doubt 
had  been  left,  and  thus  at  lead  fome  fuf- 
picion  was  left  lurking  in  my  heart. — 
This,  and  the  harfh  ftrain  in  which  my 
father  had  commanded  me  to  give  up 
the  firft  objed  of  my  attachment,  lelTened 
very  much  the  regard  and  love  I  had  al- 
ways felt  for  him. 

Whoever  has  experienced  the  power  of 
the  firft  love,  can  form  an  idea  of  the  fitua- 
tion  to  which  the  ftern  command  of  my 
father  reduced  me.  To  tear  myfelf  from 
a  woman  whom  I  loved  beyond  expref= 
fion,  to  tear  myfelf  from  her  at  a  time 
when  a  life,  which  was  dearer  to  me  than 
the  favour  of  my  father,  was  hovering  on 
the  brink  of  the  grave,  to  remove  to  a 
place  which  was  above  three  hundred 

leagues 
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leagues  diftant  from  her  abode,  and  to  ex- 
pofe  myfelf  to  the  danger  of  feeing  her 
no  more  in  this  life,  wounded  my  heart  fo 
deeply,  that  I  fliould  have  flayed  in  fpite 
of  the  commands  of  my  father,  if  the  kind 
and  convincing  remonftrances  of  my  tu- 
tor had  not  forced  me  irrefillibly  to  yield 
to  fad  necelTity. 

All  that  my  prayers  and  fupplications 
could  perfuade  him  to,  was  to  grant  me 
one  day's  refpite ;  the  day  after  to-mor- 
row being  fixed  for  our  departure.  I 
fpent  almofl  the  whole  day  in  fearching 
for  the  Unknown ;  however,  I  came  home 
very  late  without  having  had  the  leafl 
fuccefs,  and.departed  the  following  morn- 
ing without  having  feen  him. 

I  now  began  to  think  that  the  Unknown 
either  had  no  defign  upon  me,  or  given  it 
up  becaufe  he  had  defpaired  of  attaining 
his  purpofe.  "  For  if  neither  were  the  cafe^ 
(faid  I  to  myfelf  j  would  he  not  have  done 
his  utmoft  to  prevent  my  departure,  or  at 
ieaft  to  delay  it  till  he  fliould  have  gained 
his  aim.  I  was  in  his  power;  if  he  had 
had  a  defign  upon  me^  ho\j  could  he  have 

fuffered 
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fufferecl  fo  fine  an  opportunity  to  efcape, 
which  never  will  return  again.  Should 
he  not  have  exerted  all  his  povrer  to  re- 
tain me  at  a  place  \s'here  the  prefence  of 
the  beautiful  Countefs  occupied  and  per- 
plexed my  f©ul  fo  much,  that  he  could 
have  infnared  and  guided  me  verv  eafily 
wiLhout  apprehending  any  thing  of  my  cb- 
fer\  ing  him."  In  fnort.  I  acquitted  him 
of  all  fufpicion,  and  confidered  him  as  a 
great  man  vrho  Y'as  above  all  m.ean  arti- 
fices, and  would  never  diihonor  bv  a 
bad  ufe  the  fccret  power  which  he  pof- 
felfied. 

The  fufpicion  of  my  tutor  of  his  being 
fecretly  affociated  with  the  lady,  appeared 
to  me  to  be  fiili  more  unfounded  and  ab- 
furd.  If  both  had  been  leagued  to  en- 
tangle me  in  their  nets,  (faid  I  to  mvfelf ) 
how'  could  they  fho^A'  fo  much  indiffer- 
ence and  inactivity  at  my  departure.  How 
contradictory  would  it  have  been  if  the 
Ufiknc-zvn  had  diffolved  the  intimacy  which 
was  produced  between  mvfelf  and  the  la- 
dy by  an  apparition  of  his  own  contriv- 
ance, and  removed  me  from  her  houfe  ? 

If 
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If  fhe  had  preconcerted  matters  with  him^ 
whence  that  dread  at  the  apparition, 
whence  her  terror,  whence  the  horrible 
confequences  of  it,  and  the  violent  effed 
of  her  health  ?  No,  this  cannot  have  been 
the  w^ork  of  the  arts  of  diffimulation.  A 
natural  fwoon  can  be  diftinguiftied  from 
an  artificial  one,  and  the  language  of 
truth  from  that  of  fraud,  and  even  the 
higheft  degree  of  diffimulation  betrays  it- 
felf  after  fome  time  by  little  traits,  which 
cannot  efcape  the  eye  of  a  clear-fighted 
obferver.  If  the  Countefs  had  impofed 
upon  me,  then  the  party-wall  between  na- 
ture and  art,  fiPdon  and  truth,  appearance 
and  reality  mull  have  been  pulled  down. 
And  finally  :  who  could  have  informed 
my  father  of  my  love,  and  thus  effeded 
my  feparation  from  the  objeB  of  my  affec- 
tion ?  No  perfon  befides  my  tutor  and  the 
Unknown  was  privy  to  my  love  for  the 
Countefs ;  the  former  aifured  me  upon 
his  honor,  that  he  had  not  betrayed  me; 
my  father  muft  of  courfe  have  been  in- 
formed of  it  by  the  latter.  But  how  could 
the  Unknown  have  taken  this  Itep^  if  there 

had 
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had  been  a  fecret  intelligence  between  him 
and  the  lady  ?  No  !  (faid  I)  Amelia  nei- 
ther is  nor  can  be  an  impoflor;  it  would 
be  madnefs  and  the  blackefl:  calumny  to 
fufpeB:  her  of  it;  her  heart  is  as  pure  and 
amiable  as  her  foul."  Thus  I  difcourfed 
with  myfelf  on  the  road,  vrhen  the  furious 
grief  which  was  rankling  in  my  heart 
abated  now  and  then  a  little. 

We  were  already  three  days  at  the  place 
of  our  deiiination,  .when  my  fervant 
biought  me  a  letter  from  the  poft-office. 
It  was  from  the  valet  of  the  Countefsj  and 
contained  the  folio v/ing  afflifting  news. 

"  My  Lord, 

You  have  ordered  me  to  inform  you 
frequently  of  the  ftate  of  my  Lady's 

^'  health,  and  how  great  foever  the  plea- 
fure  I  ahvays  felt  when  executing  your 
commands  may  have  been,  yet  I  wiOi 
this  time  you  had  entrufted  fomebody 
elfe  with  that  commiffion,  for  the  intel- 

^'  ligence  I  am  going  to  give  you  is  of 
fuch  a  nature  that  my  hand  trembled  to 
write  it  down,  and  my  heart  bleeds  for 

vour 
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your  Lordfhip. — -Yes!  prepare  your- 
felf  for  the  worft,  for  alas !  fhe  is  dead, 
my  dear  Countefs  is  dead ! 
"  Previous  to  her  departure,  fhe  re- 
covered  her  recolleQion^  of  which  fhe 
had  been  bereft  during  her  illnefs.  She 
died  with  the  greateft  refignation,  and  I 
can  add  with  pleafure.    The  anticipa- 

^'  tion  of  the  joy  to  prefs  in  yon  peaceful 
manfions  her  Lord  again  to  her  bofom, 
the  hope  of  being  reunited  to  him  for 
ever,  conquered  all  fear  of  the  phantom 
of  death.  A  few  moments  before  her 
deceafe,  fhe  inquired  after  you.  I  told 
her  that  you  had  left  us.    '  Left  us  ?' 

"  file  replied  with  aftoniifiment.     '  Why 

"  has  he  left  us  ?'  She  died  without  hear- 
ing  my  anfwer.  O  I  My  Lord  !  fpare 
me  the  pain  of  drawiag  a  piQure  of  our 
grief  and  forrow:  v>^e  all  are  ftandin?^ 
around  her  cofiin  like  orphans  who  have 

^'  loft  their  mother.  Groans  and  lanien- 
tations  refound  through  the  caftle.  My 
heart  bleeds — I  miuft  leave  off  writing. 

"  Francis  Pile  sky.'* 


I  need 
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I  need  not  tell  \v'hat  efFecl  this  intelli- 
gence had  upon  my  heart.  Such  fenfa- 
tions  furpafs  all  defcription.  My  peace 
of  mind  feemed  fled  for  ever;  the  vio- 
lent beating  of  my  heart  threatened  to 
buril  my  breaft,  and  almofl:  fuffocated 
me.  I  threw  my  cloak  around  my  ihoul- 
ders  and  hurried  into  the  fields  like  a  mad- 
man. Vrithout  recollection  was  I  roving 
about,  as  far  as  my  feet  would  carry  me. 
When  the  violent  workings  of  my  heart 
began  to  abate,  after  I  had  roamed  about 
for  ibme  hours.  I  found  m}-felf  at  the  bor- 
ders of  a  river  in  an  unknown  place.  The 
filver  ravs  of  the  mioon  were  fkipping 
upon  the  chr^'ilal  waves,  and  I  vralked  up 
and  down  the  bank  lofc  in  gloorav  medita- 
tion. The  awful  folemn  filence  of  a 
church-yard  reigned  around  me.  The 
iinifon  munnuring  of  the  river,  added  to 
the  gloominefsof  my  foul. 

I  felt  an  irrefiftible  defire  to  bury  myfelf 
and  my  grief  in  the  waves.  I  went  to  the 
brink  of  the  rifmg  bank,  looked  around, 
and  then  fixing  m.y  eyes  again  upon  the 
water,  methouc^ht  fome  one  was  whifner- 
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ing  in  my  ear  : — ^'  In  thefe  waves  is  reftj 

why  do  ft  thou  hefitate  to  drown  thy 

endlefsfufFerings."  I  fancied  Amelia  was 
rifing  from  the  waves  and  winking  me  to 
follow  her.       Yes  1"  exclaimed  I,  "  I 

am  coming."  So  faying,  I  plunged  into 
the  water.  The  current  hurried  me  ra- 
pidly along,  I  entangled  myfelf  in  my 
cloak  and  went  to  the  bottom. 

I  had  foon  fwallowed  fo  much  water^ 
that  I  was  bereft  of  all  recolleQion. 

When  my  fenfes  returned,  I  was  feized 
with  a  ftrange  unfpeakabie  fenfation — I 
felt,  indeed,  that  I  was  no  longer  in  the  wa- 
ter, but  where  I  was  I  could  not  guefs.  In- 
tenfe  darknefs  furrounded  me  ;  the  king^ 
dom  of  eternal  iilence  feemed  to  have 
received  me.  I  felt  that  I  was  lying  on 
firm  ground,  but  not  a  fmgle  glimmering 
of  light  hailed  my  eyes.  Different  con- 
fufed  ideas  crowded  upon  and  tormented 
me.  1  had  kept  myfelf  as  quiet  as  poffi- 
ble  for  a  confiderable  time,  but  at  length, 
the  incertitude  in  which  I  was,  left  me  no 
reft.  My  app^ehenfions  hurried  me  up; 
when  I  was  going  to  rife^  I  felt  myfelf 

pre  fled 


MAGICAL  DELUSION,  r4s 

preffed  down  again  by  anunknov/n  power. 
I  gave  a  fcream  of  horror,  and  the  echo 
of  my  own  voice  filled  me  with  awful 
dread. 

After  a  long  painful  paufe,  I  heard,  not 
far  from  me,  fomebody  exclaim,  JVoe^ 

zvoe,  woe At  the  fame  time,  I  felt  a 
pufh  from  behind,  and  a  ilame  arofe  with- 
in a  fmall  diilance  from  me,  fpreading  a 
bluifli  glimmer  around.  I  beheld  myfelf 
in  a  fpacious  empty  vault,  and  not  far  ofF 
efpied  a  man  wrapt  in  a  fcarlet  cloth,  with 
a  round  hat  that  covered  part  of  his  face 
which  was  turned  towards  me.  He  was 
(landing  there  filent  and  motionlefs  like  a 
ftatue.  My  blood  curdled  in  my  veins, 
and  my  hair  briftled  ;  I  fancied  myfelf  to 
be  at  the  place  of  eternal  judgment.  After 
a  long  awful  paufe,  the  former  voice  ex- 
claimed once  more,  Woe^  wocy  woe 
The  man  in  the  fcarlet  cloak  was  ^ftill 
lilent  and  miOtionlefs  ;  my  heart  fhrunk 
vath  chilly  dread;  my  teeth  began  to 
chatter. 

After  a  long  interval  the  man  feemed  to 
ftir. — Fear  roufed  my  fpirit;  I  addreffed 
1  myfelf 
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myfelf  to  him. — "  Whofoever  thou  art,'' 
faid  I,  "  thou  art  probably  my  preferver; 
^'  receive  my  thanks,  and  tell  me  why 
I  am  in  this  place,  and  how  I  came 
hither  ?"  Neither  my  thanks  nor  my 
apprehenfion  feemed  to  move  him  ;  he 
remained  filent  and  without  motion. 
Now  all  my  courage  and  every  glimmer 
of  hope  left  me. 

The  exclamation  of  woe  refounded  a 
third  time,  the  phantom  lifted  the  hat,  and 
opened  his  cloak.  He  was  dreffed  in 
black  ;  a  white  beard  v/as  flowing  down 
his  bread  ;  he  came  towards  me  with 
flow  and  folemn  fteps. 

Doft  thou  know  me  ?"  he  faid,  with  a 
voice  which  thrilled  my  marrow  and 
bones.  He  advanced  a  ftep  more,  and 
looking  him  in  the  face,  I  dropped  to  the 
-ground  with  a  loud  fcream.  It  was  the 
Unknown. 

I  lay  proflrated  on  my  face  a  long 
while,  as .  if  ftruck  down  by  a  clap  of 
thunder ;  at  length  I  got  on  my  tottering 
legs.  DoR  thou  know  me  ?"  he  re- 
peated with  a  look  which  pierced  my  foul^ 

and 
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and  with  a  tone  which  makes  even  the 
righteous  tremble.  Unfathomable  be- 
"  ing  who  art  hovering  about  me  every 
"  where  1  I  do  not  know  thee,  though  I 

have  feen  thee  frequently." 

He  paufed  awhile. 

«  What  haft  thou  done  ?" 

The  words  died  upon  my  lips» 

Doft  thou  value  life  fo  little,  as  to 
^«  throw  it  away  for  the  fake  of  a  wo- 
«  man  ?" 

"  The  lofs  of  Amelia~my  love — " 
"  Be  filent  ;  can  the  lofs  of  a  woman 
juftify  the  felf-murder  of  a  man  !  Mi- 
ferable  wretch  !  thou  knoweft  the  value 
of  thy  life,  as  little  as  thy  duties  !" 

Alas  !  if  you  knew  the  power  of 
«love— "  .......  ^^  ^^^^ 

"  Love  is  the  fweetener  of  life,  but  to 
make  it  the  fcope  of  life  is  madnefs." 
"  My  infatuation — 

"  Infatuation  is  no  excufe  becoming  a 
man,  who  foars  above  the  common 

"  herd,  by  the  power  of  reafoiiing." 

Pronounce  my  doom^  my  fate  is  in 

"  thy  power.'* 

«-Well 
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Well  then,  liften  to  what  I  am  goin;g 
«  to  fay." 

"  Providence  has  placed  thee  in  a  fitu- 
ation,  the  importance  of  which  thou 
hadft  not  w^eighed  before  thou  didft 
plunge  into  the  waves.  Thou  art  the 
fon  of  a  Duke,  and  foon  wilt  fucceed 
thy  noble  father. — Has  thy  deftiny  no 
charms  for  thee  ?  Doft  thou  deem  it  of 
no  value  to  become  one  time  the  ar- 
biter  of  the  happinefs  of  many  thou- 

"  fands  ?  1  am  not  fpeaking  now  of  the 
happinefs  of  thy  future  fubje8:s  only,  I 
am  fpeaking  of  the  welfare  of  the  ftate, 
whofe  member  thou  art,  and  upon  the 

"  conftitution  of  which  thou  canft,  and 
fhalt  have  the  moll  important  influence, 

^'  if  thou  defireft  it.  Or  fhould  it  be  in- 
different  to  thee  that  thy  native  coun- 
try  groans  under  the  goad  of  a  foreign 
tyrant,  and  by  degrees,  is  reduced  to  a 

*^  deadly  languor  by  its  ever  bleeding 

''  wounds?  Is  a  woman  dearer  to  thy 
heart  than  the '  common  weal  ?  Can  the 

"  diftrefs  of  thy  country,  the  voice  of  ho- 

"  nour,   which  calls  thee  to  great,  im- 

mortal 
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mortal  deeds,  prevail  fo  little  upon  thy 

mind,  that  a  mean,  felf-interefted  pal- 
"  fion  is  fufficient  to  employ  all  thy  in- 

telleftual  powers,  and  to  make  thee  for- 
"  get  all  thy  honourable  conne8:ions,  and 

the  concerns  of  a  M^hole  oppreffed  peo- 

pie  ? — -Speak  I  anfwer  me 

Let  the  bluilies  which  cover  my 
"burning  face  ferve  inftead  of  an  an- 
''fwer/' 

Woe  unto  thee  that  thou  art  in  want 
of  thefe  admonitions,  in  order  to  fee  the 
f  whole  extent  of  the  atrocioufnefs  of  thy 
deed  1  Hearken  to  me, and  hear  thy  fen- 
^»  tence  !   Thou  art  a  mean,  thoughtlefs 
man,  undeferving  the  poft  which  Provi 
dence  has  pointed  out  to  thee,  while 
thou  art  concentrating  thy  wifhes  in  the 
favours  of  a  woman,  and  thinkeft  her 
"  lofs  the  greateft  misfortune  that  can  be- 
fall  thee;  while  thou  art  regardlefs  of 
"thy  great  calling;  while  atlive  patri- 
"  otifm  and  honour  are  not  thy  conftant 
"  companions,  and  thy  heart  does  not 
"  thirft  for  the  glory  of  noble  deeds 

Thou  haft  roufed  my  patriotifm,  and 
my  thirft  for  glory;  I  will  adopt  thy 
Vol,  I,  H  «^  prin- 
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principles.  Farewel  love,  and  every 
mean  paffion.  To  dedicate  myfelf  to 
honour,  and  to  the  welfare  of  my  fel- 

€^  low  citizens,  be  from- hence  my  fole 

««aim!" 

I  do  not  want  thee  to  renounce  love 
entirely,  but  only  to  ceafe  being  her 

"  flave.  I  only  defire  thee  to  dedicate 
to  her  none  but  thy  leifure  hours,  and 
not  to  afcribe  to  her  a  value  which  (he 

"  has  noto  Do  net  confine  thy/elf  to  indivi- 
duah^  hut  make  the  whole  thy  chief  aim. 

"  trifles  muft  have  no  charms  for  thee, 
and  the  opinion  of  common  men  no  va- 

"  lue.    Learn  to  know  thyfelf  and  to  va- 

«^  lue  thy  life.    I  do  not  wifli  thee  to  fear 

"  death,  but  only  to  honour  life  as  an  in- 
ftrument  to  the  great  ends  for  which 
thou  haft  been  endowed  with  fuperior 
intelle6:ual  powers.     Swear  that  thou 

"  never  wilt  Jeek  death  until  thy  life  fliall 
ceafe  being  ufeful  to  thy  fellow  citi- 
zens !  fwear  !" 

"  I  fwear  by  God  and  my  honour  to 
follow  thy  advice." 

He  looked  at  me  with  an  eye  which 
cannot  be  deceived  by  falfe  appearance; 

he 
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lie  was  looking  at  me  for  ibme  time.  The 
flame  began  to  blaze  aloft,  and  a  foft  en- 
chanting mufic  to  Vibrate  in  my  ear.  I 
heard  harmonious  ftrains,  but  faw  no» 
body  ;  a  fweet  angelic  voice  accompanied 
the  melodious  notes  of  a  harp  :  the  them.e 
of  us  fong  was — Amelio.  h-ves  I 

Amelia  lives?''  i  exclaimed  with  a* 
mazernent. 

She  liv.^s !"  the  Unhwz>:nrQ^\itdi^  but 

do  not  enquire  farther." 

He  blindfolded  my  eyes  and  led  me 
aw?-y.  I  afcended  a  flight  of  fteps,  and 
defcended  another  j  at  length  I  came  into 
the  open  field.  I  put  feveral  queftions  to 
my  conductor,  but  he  gave  me  no  anfwer. 
At  length  the  bandage  w^as  removed  from 
my  eyes,  and  looking  around,  I  found 
myfelf  (landing  at  the  door  of  my  houfe. 
My  conductor  was  no  where  to  be  feen. 

My  tutor  was  already  afleep  when  I 
came  home,  and  I  refolved  not  to  tell 
him  a  word  of  what  had  happened  to  me. 
When  he  afked  -me  the  following  morn- 
ing where  I  had  ftaid  fo  late  laft  nidit.  I 
gave  him  an  evafive  anfvrer, 

H  2  My 
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My  wet  garments  I  gave  fecretly  to  my 
fervaiit  to  dry  them  ;  however  that  inci- 
dent had  produced  fuch  a  violent  efFeft 
upon  me,  that  I  was  obliged  to  keep  my 
bed;  yet  my  iilnefs  was  of  no  confequence, 
for  the  fecond  day  I  was  again  able  to  go 
abroad. 

Tv/o  days  were  elapfed  before  I  per- 
ceived that  I  had  loft  two  bank  bills,  each 
of  one  thoufand  guelders.  I  recollc6led 
to  have  put  them  in  my  coat  pocket  the 
fame  evening  I  had  plunged  into  the 
river,  and  went  therefore  inftantiy  to  my 
fervant,  to  whom  I  had  given  my  coat, 
aflving  him  w^hether  he  had  not  found 
them  in  it.  I  was  almoft  petrified  when 
he  replied  he  had  not.  Having  always 
known  him.  to  be  an  honeft  fellow,  I  fan- 
cied I  either  had  dropped  them  fome- 
where,  or  loft  them  in  plunging  into  the 
river,  I  enjoined  my  fervant  not  to  tell 
my  tutor  a  fyllable  of  it,  adding  I  might 
perhaps  have  miflaid  them,  and  probably 
would  find  them  again. 

I  was  in  the  greateft  diftrefs,  becaufe  I 
did  not  chufe  to  tell  my  tutor  of  it,  nor 

could 
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could  I  acquaint  my  father  with  my  lofs, 
for  if  he  has  a  prevailing  fault,  it  is  over- 
ftrained  parfimonvj  wliich  I  however  had 
fo  much  the  lefs  reafon  to  condemn,  as  he 
was  hoarding  only  for  me,  his  fole  future 
heir.  Haviii^x  confidered  for  fome  tirne 
how  to  extricate  my  fell  from  m.y  difagree- 
able  fituation,  I  refolved  to  addrefs  my- 
felf  to  the  Unknowj^^  of  whofe  power  and 
benevolent  diipofition,  the  iaft  accident 
had  given  vdt  fo  high  an  idea,  that  I  rcn 
pofed  an  unbounded  conndcnce  inhim.  . 

This  confidence  encreafed  on  my  re-. 
ceivinof  after  a  few  davs  the  folIov;in^  let- 
ter. 

"  My  Lord,  " 
"  It  is  w^th  unfpeakable  pleafure  I  am 

"  taking  up  the  pen  to  communicate  to 
you  an  event  which  is  as  joyful  as  it  is 
incredible.  Countefs  Amelia  lives ; 
my  departed  Lady  is  returned  to  life 

"  again.    Give  me  leave  to  relate  the  hif- 
tory  of  her  refurrection  from  the  be-- 
ginning. 

She  had  lain  already  three  days  in  her 
coffin;  on  the  evening  of  the  third  day, 
H  3  'Hvhen 
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when  fhe  was  to  be  buried,  an  unknown 

perfon  came  to  the  caille,  defiring  to  fee 
"  the  deceafede  We  admitted  him.  He 
''  was  dreffed  in  black,  carrying  a  round 
"  hat  in  one  hand,  and  concealing  %vith 
''  the  odier  one  half  of  his  face  in  a  fear- 

let  cloak.  He  approached  the  deceafed, 
"  viewed  her  for  fome  timcj  and  then  put 
"  his  mouth  clofe  to  hers.  Having  been 
*'  about  three  minutes  in  this  fituettioiij  he 
^  flarted  fuddenly  up,  taking  her  by  the 

left  hand,  exclaiming:  '  Amelia!  Ame- 
^Mial  Amelia!  rife!'   No  fooner  had  he 

pronounced  the  laft  word,  than  the  de- 
"  ceafed  began  to  fiir.    We  were  ftand- 

ing  around  him  almoll  petrified,  when 
"  he  fuddenly  let  loofe  her  hand  and  went 

out  of  the  room.  Turning  round,  I  had 
''  an  opportunity  of  feeing  his  face,  and 

knew  him  without  difficulty  to  be  the 
"  fame  perfon  whom  v/e  oace  carried  to 

your  Lordiliip,  tied  with  cords,  and 

who  afterwards  difappeared  in  an  ad- 

joining  apartment. 

Our  aftonifhment  was  raifed  to  the 
"  higheil  degreej  when  the  Countefs  rofe 

"  up 
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^«  up,  looking  alternately  at  myfelf  and 
my  fellow  fervants,  and  feeing  berfelf 
^'  in  a  coffin,  exclaimed  with  terror:  •  For 
heaven's  fake,  where  am  I  ?' 
"  We  were  {landing  around  her  for  - 
^'  fome  time,  ftruck  dumb  with  amaze- 
"  ment ;  looking  by  turns  at  the  Countefs 
"  and  at  each  other,  none  of  us  daring  to 
come  near  her.    Some  time  elapfed  be- 
fore  we  could  be  perfua<led  by  her  pref- 
fing  prayers,  to  affift  her  in  getting  out 
^*  of  the  coffin. 

The  firft  thing  fhe  defired,  was  fome- 
thing  to  eat  and  to  drink,  complaining 
"  of  a  dreadful  hunger  and  thirft.  Hav- 
ing  fatisfied  her  appetite,  ffie  defired  us 
to  relate  to  her  how  fhe  had  come  in  a 
"  coffin  ?  The  hiftory  of  her  refufcitation 
"  filled  her  with  wonder  and  aflonifhment, 
c;  When  we  enquired  how  file  did,  fiie  re- 
^'  plied  file  found  herfelf  as  if  roufed  fud- 
denly  from  a  profound  fieep,  and  as  well 
"  as  ever. 

That  very  night  fiie  enquired  after 
your  Lordfhip;  I  could  give  her  no 
"  other  anfwer,  but  that  you  was  departed 
H  4  '  for 
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u  f^j.  *  #  which  threw  her  into  profound 
^'  meditation.  She  did  not  go  to  bed  all 
"  night  long." 

The  reft  of  the  letter  contains  nothing 
worth  notice.    It  is  figned 

Francis  Palesici. 

The  intelligence  which  I  received  by 
this  letter,  was  an  additional  motive  to 
make  me  defirous  of  a  meeting  with  the 
Unknown,  I  fearched  him  in  every  direc- 
tion, many  miles  around  the  town ;  how- 
ever all  my  diligence  to  find  him  out  was 
fruitlefs.  One  evening  (it  was  late  and 
tempeftuous)  when  I  was  going  home,  after 
a  long  and  fatiguing  ramble,  I  perceived 
a  perfon  in  a  white  cloak,  following  me 
every  where.  The  place  where  I  then 
found  myfelf  was  lonely  and  very  fufpi- 
cious,  which  made  me  quicken  my  pace. 
However  before  I  was  aware  of  it,  I  was 
feized  by  the  fhoulders  from  behind,  and 
fomebody  exclaimed  in  a  terrible  accent,. 

Have  I  caught  thee  at  laft  ?"  I  difen- 
gaged  myfelf,  and  hardly  could  gain  time 
to  draw  my  fword ;  however,  it  dropped 

out 
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■out  of  mv  hand  as  foon  as  I  faw  the  face 
of  my  antagonift.  I  fancied  I  faw  the 
deceafed  hufband  of  Ameha.  a  nci  was 
feized  vrith  horror. 

The  refemblance  was  flriking  to  the 
higheil  degree.    My  terror  did  not  allow 
me  for  fome  time  to  obferve.  that  my  pur-  , 
fuer  was  not  iefs  furprifed  at  my  coun- 
tenance than  I  vras  at  his.  Hovrever, 
he  recovered  firfh  from  his  aftonifliment 
and  begged  my  pardon,  in  a  manner 
which  difpelled  at  once  my  apprehen- 
fions.  "  I  have  miftaken  vou  for  another 
perfon,"'  he  added.      and  if  you  knew-' 
how  much  vou  refemble  in  fize.  drefs^ 
and  everv  thing,  a  man  who  has  done 
me   the   greateib   injury,  you  would 
readily  forgive  me  my  miftake," 

And  if  ycu  did  know''    I  replied, 
vrhat  a  fir  iking  refemblance  you  have, 
"  to  a  deceafed  acquaintance  of  mine, 
^'  you  will  eafilv  be  able  to  account  for 
the  terror  in  which  your  appearance 
has  thrown  me." 

"  May  I  crave  the  name  of  your  ac=  • 
(^uaimance 

H5  O  yes! 
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"  O  yes  !  Count  de  Barbis." 
''-Count  de  Barbis !  Impoflible  !  I  am 
that  very  perfon  1" 
I  daggered  back  ! 

"  But  perhaps  you  may  have  known 

^«  my  deceafed  brother  ?"  he  added,  after 

a  long  paufe  of  aftonifhment. 

'VNot  perfonally,"  I  replied,  after  I 

had  recolleQed  myfelf  a  little,  "  how- 
ever,  I  have  feen  his  portrait,  and  the 
Countefs  Amelia  has  told  me  fo  much 
to  his  praife,  that  I  think  myfelf  very 
happy  for  having  met  unexpeftedly 
fo  near  a  relation  of  that  worthy  man." 
"  How  1  do  you  know  my  fifter-in- 

^•law?" 

Yes,  I  have  had  the  honour  of  paying 

her  a  vifit  at  her  caftle."  - 

Having  ftared  at  me  for  fome  time,  he 
embraced  me  joyfully,  pronouncing  him- 
felf  happy  for  having  been  made  ac- 
quainted with  me,  lamenting  at  the  fame 
time,  that  our  acquaintance  had  been 
made  in  a  manner  fo  very  difagreeable 
a"nd  alarming. 

He  went  home  with  me,  and  told  me  on 
the  roadj  that  he  had  miltaken  me  for 

a  cer- 
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a  certain  Baron  who  had  robbed  him  of 
the  heart  of  his  miftrefs.  and  after  having 
debauched  her,  had  fuddenly  difappeared 
and  forfaken  the  poor  mifguided  crirL 

How  much  reafon  have  I"  he  added, 
^'  to  praife  heaven  for  having  opened  my 

eyes  in  time  ;  for  I  certainly  v/ould 

have  pierced  you  to  the  heart,  if  I  had 

not  perceived  my  miftake." 

At  the  door  of  my  houfe  he  took  leave 
of  me,  after  I  had  promifed  to  pay  him  a 
vifit  the  next  day. 

This  incident  had  furprifed  me  in  fuch 
a  manner,  that  I  could  not  help  relating 
it  inftantly  to  my  tutor,  as  foon  as  I 
entered  his  apartment.  He  fancied  the 
whole  matter  was  very  fufpicious,  and 
cautioned  me  to  be  on  my  guaid. 

When  I  went  to  the  Count  s  hotel  the 
followdng  morning,"  ire  had  been  obliged 
to  go  out,  but  left  a  note  for  me,  by 
which  1  was  delired  to  wait  a  few  mo- 
ments, I  was  fliewn  into  an  apartment 
where  I  experienced  a  moft  agreeable 
furprife  as  foon  as  I  had  entered  it.  Ame- 
lia's piQurej  which  hung  in  the  room,  was 
^  H  6_  the 
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the  firft  objeQ  which  affailed  my  gazing 
looks.    It  feemed  to  fmile  at  me,  and  was 
executed  with  admirable  tafte.  and  afto- 
nifhing  truth.    She  was  painted  in  a  loofe 
night-gown,  and  the  moil  beautiful  bofom 
which  ever  my  eyes  beheld,  was  half  un- 
covered.   Her  auburn  hair  floated  down 
her  fhoulders  in  natural  trefTes,  and  one 
part  of  it  encircled  her  lily-white  arm ; 
the  fpirit  of  heavenly  love  was  diiFufed 
over  her  face,  and  her  fparkling  eyes  dif- 
played  a  pure  celeftial  fire  which  re- 
kindled every  tender  feeling  of  former 
times  of  blifs.    My  eyes  were  feafting  in 
a  voluptuous  trance  on  her  beautiful 
form,  and  difcovered  charms  which  had 
been  concealed  from  my  eyes,  when 
viewing  in  a  kind  of  ecftafy  the  lovely 
original.    I  was  fo  tranfported  by  this 
charming  fight,  that  I  could  not  refrain 
from  imprinting  a  burning  kifs  on  the 
pi6lure.   But  at  the  fame  time,  I  recol- 
iefted  the  promife,  never  to  bow  at  the 
Ihrine  of  love,  which  I  had  made  to  the 
Unknown  i  I  ftaggered  back,  feized  with 
ierrorj  and  alas !  feltj  for  the  firft  time, 
.  that 
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that  I  had  promifed  more  than  I  fhould 
be  able  to  keep.  When  I  renounced  love 
for  ever,  I  fancied  Amelia  to  be  dead  ;  but 
no^s'  I  knew  that  flie  was  alive,  and  her 
piclure  had  reproduced  in  my  imagination 
the  Tweet  recollection  of  all  the  happinef^ 
paft  Vvhich  I  had  enjoyed  by  her  fide,  and 
made  me  anticipate  greater  pleafures  to 
come.  Heavens !  what  a  dreadful  drug- 
gie. No,  it  is  impoiTibler'  I  exclaimed 
at  length. 

What  is  impoITible  The  Count 
enquired  fmiling,  having  entered  the  apart- 
ment while  I  was  occupied  with  viewing 
the  pitture,  without  being  perceived  by 
mic.   I  could  not  hide  my  confufion.  It 

is  not  poiTible,"  faid  I,  at  length,  after  I 
had  recovered  as  much  as  poffible  from 
my  perplexity,     it  is  not  poffible  to  take 

a  likenefs  in  a  more  flriking  manner/' 
Ke  feemed  fatisfied  with  this  anfwer. 

The  pifture  introduced  a  difcourfe  on 
the  original,  and  the  Count  pretended  not 
to  have  received  the  lead  tidings  from  his 
filler  for  fix  months,  and  even  did  not 
know  th-e  prefcnt  place  of  her  abode.  He 

cdeemed 
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efteemed  himfelf  happy  in  having  met  a 
perfon  who  could  give  him  a  fatisfaBory 
account  of  his  iifter-in-law,  and  I  com- 
municated to  him  what  I  knew  of  her 
lituation,  and  the  ftrange  adventure  at  the 
caflle.  He  was  very  much^  furprifed 
when  I  told  him  that  the  lady  had  difclofed 
to  me  a  part  of  her  hiftory,  and  that  fhe 
would  have  communicated  to  me  the  reR, 
if  a  letter  from  my  father  had  not  obliged 
me  to  depart  fuddenly  from  the  cahle.  I 
requeftedhim  to  let  me  know  the  reft^  and 
hearing  that  I  knew  already  fo  much  of  it, 
he  hefitated  not  a  moment  to  fatisfy  my 
curiofity. 

"  The  Countefs'*  faid  he,  was  inter- 
rupted in  her  narrative,  when  fJie  was 
going  to  fpeak  of  that  period  of  her  life^ 
when  fhe  got  acquainted  with  my  bro- 
ther. She  faw  him]  the  firft  time  in  the 
houfe  of  an  aunt  at  a  mafquerade.  Ame- 
lia being  very  fond,  and  a  good  con- 
noiffeur  of  dancing,  my  brother  foon 
attracted  her  notice,  as  he  was  one  of  the 
bed  dancers  in  the  room  ;  and  you  know, 
it  is  a  pow^erful  recommendation  with  a 

young 
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young  girl,  if  one  poffeffes  an  eminent 
Will  in  that  feducing  art.  My  brofiier, 
who  had  been  charmed  with  Amelia  at 
firft  fight,  improved  the  propitious  oppor- 
tunity, and  before  the  mafquerade  waS 
finiihed,  had  contratled  an  intimate  con- 
nexion with  his  charmer ;  which,  how- 
ever, was  carefully  concealed  from  her 
aunt.  He  kept  up  acorrefpondence  with 
the  houfe  of  her  relation,  and  in  a  fnort 
time  was  fo  happy  as  to  convince  the  Coun- 
tefs  of  the  fmcerity  of  his  love.  Her  aunt, 
not  fufpecling  their  growing  attachment, 
gave  him  frequent  invitations,  and  the 
love  of  my  brother  increafed  every  day. 

"  Their happinefs  was  uninterrupted, till 
Charles,  Amelia's  brother,  paid  his  filler  a 
vifit.  My  brotherfaffered  himfelf  to  be  de- 
ceived by  the  fair  appearance  of  the  artful 
villain,  and  was  fo  imprudent  as  to  make 
him  acquainted  with  the  ftate  of  his  heart, 
Charles  pretended  to  be  extremely  pleaf- 
^d  with  my  brother's  paffion  for  his  filler, 
vowed  eternal  fecrecy,  and  went  in^lant^y 
to  betray  him  to  his  aunt,  who,  however, 
was  too  prudent  to  reproach  her  niece  on 

account 
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account  of  her  love,  blaming  her  only 
.   for  having  concealed  her  attachment  from 
a  relation  who  took  a  fincere  intereft  in 
her  happinefs.   The  two  lovers  were  con-= 
fequently  confiderable  gainers    by  the 
treachery  of  the  perhdious  confidant,  and 
at  once  releafed  from  the  fetters  of  diffi- 
mulation.    However,  their  happinefs  was 
of  fliort  duration.    A  certain  Greek,  a 
beautiful  man,  of  about  thirty  years,  who 
on  account  of  the  fplendor  of  his  manner 
of  living,  and  his  immenfe  wealth,  had  at- 
trafted  the  notice  of  the  whole  town,  faw 
my  fifter-in-law,  and  was  fettered  by  her 
uncommon  charms.    He  endeavoured  to 
get  acquainted  with  Charles,  and  foon 
fucceeded,  difclofed  his  paffion  to  himj 
and  gained  him  over  to  his  party  by  fre- 
quent prefents  of  great  value.  Charles 
introduced  him  to  his  aunt,  and  after  a 
few  vifits  he  began  to  difclofe  his  fen- 
timents,  but  Amelia  pretended  not  to  un- 
derhand him.    Every  one  pronounced 
her  happy  on  account  of  her  conqueft, 
however,  flie  kept  firm  to  her  firft  at- 
.ta-chment.    The  Greek  offered  princely 

prefents ; 
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prefents  ;  they  were  rejeded.  The  indif- 
ference with  which  flie  treated  her  new 
lover,  almofl  deprived  him  of  his  reafon. 
It  is  very  probable  that  Charles  acquainted 
him  with  the  caufe  of  his  cool  reception; 
for  one  day,  he  invited  my  brother  to  a 
fumptuous  dinner,  and  after  the  cloth 
was  removed,  led  him  into  a  cloiet,  offer- 
ing a  million  of  livres  if  he  would  re- 
nounce Amelia  ta  him.  My  brother  was 
highly  offended,  and  anfweredhis  rival  as 
he  deferved.  The  latter  threw  himfelf 
down  at  his  knees,  weeping,  and  con- 
juring my  brother,  who  remained  in- 
exorable. The  Greek,  feeing  his  rival 
could  not  be  perfuaded  to  renounce 
'  Amelia,  ftarted  up  with  furious  rage,  and 
uttered  terrible  threats  ;  but  neither 
prayers  nor  menaces  could  move  my  bro- 
ther in  his  favour. 

I  When  the  Greek  fav7  at  length  that 
all  his  labour  was  loft,  he  begged  the 
Count  not  to  mention  that  incident  to 
Amelia,  and  having  received  a  promife  to 
that  purport,  left  him  to  himfelf.  My 
brother  ftayed  not  a  minute  longer  in  the 

houfe 
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houfe  of  his  competitor,  and  went  home^ 

but  from  that  day,  all  his  fteps  were  watch- 

ed  by  hired  aflaffins.  v/hom  he  efcaped 

feveral  times  with  the  greaieft  riik  of  his 

life. 

"  The  aunt  refolvcd  to  leave  the  town 
for  fome  months,  and  to  go  to  a  country 
feat  about  five  leagues  diftant,  in  order 
to  get  rid  of  the  frequent  importunate  vifits 
of  the  Greek,  which  began  to  be  very 
troublefome  to  Amelia.  The  day  on 
which  they  intended  to  depart  was  fixed, 
and  the  preparations  were  made  fo  fecret- 
ly,  and  with  fo  much  precaution?  that  it 
was  almoft  impoffible  the  Greek  fhould 
get  the  lead:  knowledge  of  their  depar- 
ture, which  was  concealed  from  every 
body  except  Charles,  v/ho  got  leave  to  vi- 
iit  the  ladies  fometimes. 

"  The  day  which  v/as  fixed  for  their  de- 
parture arrived,  and  the  aunt,  Amelia,  and 
her  brother,  accompanied  by  one  fervant, 
left  the  town  w  ith  the  firft  dawn  of  day, 
the  reft  of  the  fervants  having  been  fent 
to  the  villa  the  preceding  day.  Having 
rode  two  leagues  they  entered  a  w^ood,  in 

the 
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the  middle  oF  v/hich  feven  mafl^ed  men 
ruflied  out  oFa  thicket,  flopped  the  horfes^ 
and  knocked  the  coachman  down.  This 
done,  they  opened  the  coach,  forced 
Amelia  out  of  the  arms  of  her  aunt,  and 
haftened  away  v/ith  their  trembling  prize. 

"  The  coachman  and  the  fervant  were 
roufed  from  tlieir  fwoon  by  the  fc reams  of 
the  auuc,  but  the  robbers  were  already 
vanifhed  with  their  booty  ;  never thelefs 
the  infilled  upon  their  parfuing  the  virgin 
kidnappers.  Nothing  but  Charles's  re- 
peated remondrances  that  fix  unarmed 
hands  would  be  of  little  ufe  againfl  feven 
ruffians  provided  with  arms,  could  per- 
fuade  her  to  return  to  town,  and  to  implore 
the  affiilance  of  the  officers  of  police.  . 

"  One  circumftance  threw  a  light  upon 
the  whole  matter.  The  Greek  had  difap- 
Reared,  and  it  was  not  difficult  to  guefs 
in  whofe  power  Amelia  was.  The  offi- 
cers of  the  police  v/ere  difpatched  in- 
ftantly,  and  the  refult  of  their  puriuit  was 
expected  between  hope  and  fear. 

When  my  brother  heard  the  dreadful 
news  he  raved  like  a  madman,  got  upon 

his 
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his  horfe,  and  rode  away  with  the  fwift- 
nefs  of  the  temp^eft.  All  our  remon« 
ftrances  availed  nothing.  I  will  find 
"  her,"  he  exclaimed,  even  if  (lie 
*•  fhould  be  concealed  in  the  bowels  of 
the  earth." 

"  Six  weeks  were  now  elapfed,  and  we 
had  heard  not  a  fyllable  of  him  nor  of 
Amelia,  Anxious  bodings  crowded  upon 
my  mind,  and  I  began  to  entertain  dread- 
ful apprehenfions.  At  length  I  received 
a  letter  at  the  end  of  the  feventh  week. — 
I  have  got  it  in  my  writing  deHc,  and  if 
you  will  give  me  leave,  I  will  read  it  to 
you." 

The  Count  fetched  the  letter,  and 
was  fo  kind  as  to  give  me  leave  to  take  a 
copy  of  it,  which  I  ftiall  infert  here  word 
for  word. 

'  O  my  brother !  I  was  never  more 
convinced  that  innocence  and  virtue  have 
their  guardian  angels,  than  I  am  now. — 
Amelia  would  have  been  loll  for  ever,  if 
the  immediate  interceffion  of  Heaven  had 
not  faved  her  precious  life.  Read,  and 
then  judge  v/hether  I  am  an  enthufiaft. 

^  After 
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.  •  After  I  had  taken  leave  of  you,  I  rode 
srway  with  the  velocity  of  lightning,  hur- 
ried on  by  a  prefentiment  which  told  me 
"thou  fhalt  find  Amelia!"  This  fecret 
foreboding  made  me  difregard  every  fa- 
tigue and  danger.  On  the  fourth  day 
after  my  departure,  I  was  fo  happy  as  to 
trace  out  the  courfe  which  the  robbers 
had  taken  :  I  purfued  them  like  a  mad- 
man, hrnily  determined  to  refcue  Amelia 
from  their  fangs  at  the  peril  of  my  life. 
On  the  fixth  day  I  loft  every  trace,  rode 
eight  days  more  at  random  from  one  place 
to  the  other,  and  at  length  arrived  at 
entirely  fpent  wath  fatigue,  and  deftitute 
of  every  hope» 

'  The  great  fatigue  which  I  had  under- 
gone, and  the  dittratled  ftate  of  my  mind, 
confined  me  above  twelve  days  to  my 
bed,  and  the  lofs  of  fo  much  time  depriv- 
ed me  of  all  hope  ever  to  trace  out  again 
my  dear  Amelia.  I  was  almoft  weary  of 
life,  and  many  black  and  tormenting 
thoughts  hauntedjme  conftantly. 

'  On  the  day  of  All  Souls  I  happened 
to  pafs  a  church-yard  during  the  after- 
noon 
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noon  fervice,  and  was  tempted  by  tl>: 
great  multitude  flocking  to  the  church, 
to  enter  it.  I  fat  down  in  a  corner,  wrap- 
ped myfelf  in  my  cloak,  and  abandoned 
myfelf  to  the -wild  flights  of  my  diforder- 
ed  fancy.  A  dreadful  howling  roufed  me 
from  my  meditations ;  it  was  the  fermon. 
The  pater  who  delivered  it  poffeffed  the 
art  of  preaching  his  auditors  into  a  pro- 
found flecp,  and  I  foon  experienced  tbe 
fomniferous  power  of  his  voice.  When 
I  awoke  1  faw  neither  preacher  nor  hear- 
ers. The  church  was  empty,  and  an  aw- 
ful ftillnefs  reigned  around.  After  many 
fruitlefs  ai tempts,  1  fucceeded  at  length 
in  forcing  the  lock  of  the  church  door. — 
Millions  of  twinkling  ftars  decorated  the 
firmament ;  the  moon  illuminated  the 
church-yard  with  a  pale  light,  and  here 
and  there  the  faint  light  of  a  lamp  gleam- 
ed upon  the  graves,  while  the  wind  ruflled 
in  the  dry  leaves  of  the  trees.  The  whole 
exhibited  a  grand  and  awful  fight,  which 
thrilled  my  frame  with  a  cold  tremor. — - 
When  I  came  to  the  gate  I  found  it 
locked,  and  exerted  my  ftrei^gth  in  vain 

with 
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with  fruitlefs  attempts  at  forcing  the  mafiy 
lock.  I  muft  confefs,  brother,  that  the 
idea  of  fpending  a  night  in  a  church-yard 
chiiied  me  to  the  very  marrow  of  my 
bones.  I  exclaimed — ^-'^  Nobody  here  ?'* 
An  hollow  echo,  repeated — here !"  it 
feemed  as  if  the  dead  had  an^A^^red  from 
their  graves.  No  human  being  ftirred, 
and  I  faw  myfelf  neceffitated  to  remain 
where  I  was.  Filled  with  horror  I  ftag- 
gered  over  graves  and  fkuils.  and  feated 
myfelf  upon  a  tomb-ftone.  "  There  I  was 
rclting  alone  in  the  ghaftly  company  of  the 
dead.  The  profound  univerfal  lilcnce 
that  reigned  around  me  was  now  and  then 
interrupted  by  the  chiming  of  the  bells 
from  the  church  fteeple.  O  !  my  bro- 
ther, it  Vv^as  no  unmanly  fear  which  quick- 
ened the  pulfes  of  my  heart;  but  it  was 
an  undefcribable  awful  fenfation,  of  be- 
ing the  only  living  being  amid  a  heap  of 
rotting  and  decayed  carcafes.  I  fancied 
frequently  I  heard  a  foft  ruilling,  or 
faw  a  pale  figure  hovering  towards  me  ; 
however  it  was  nothing  but  the  ruftling  of 
the  wind  betwijit  the  dry  leaves  of  the 

trees^ 
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trees,  and  the  pale  light  of  the  moon  re- 
flefting  from  the  white  tomb-ftones.  At 
length  midnight  was  fetting  in;  the  lamps, 
upon  the  graves  were  extinguifhd  by  de- 
grees ;  dark  clouds  veiled  the  wan  face  of 
the  moon ;  the  air  began  to  grow  damp  and 
chilling,  and  the  fmell  of  corruption  arofe 
fenfibly.  Anxious  bodings  trembled 
throiigli  my  foul,  and  I  wrapped  my  cloak 
clofer  around  my  body. 

'  The  clock  itruck  twelve,  and  the  found 
of  the  laft  ftroke  was  yet  vibrating  in  my 
ear,  when  the  folding  gate  of  the  church- 
yard ruflied  open,  and  was  fiiut  again  with 
a  tremendous  noife.  I  ftarted  up,  and 
concealed  myfelf  behind  a  tomb-ftone.' 
Hollow  foot-fteps  and  groans  of  a  dying 
.  perfon  alTailed  my  ears.  The  moon  peep- 
ed through  the  clouds,  and  I  faw  three 

-  perfons  coming  towards  the  place  \vhere  I 
was  concealed.  I  unflieathed  my  fword, 
and  awaited  their  arrival.  When  they 
came  nearer,  I  perceived  two  fellows  who 
were  dragging  a  veiled  lady  over  the  graves, 
and  flopped  about  nine  paces  diftant  from, 
tne.    The  lady  dropped  to  the  ground,  as  | 

■    ^r""-  ■  ■  it 
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It  feemed  in  a  fwoon.  vhen  they  unhand- 
ed her. 

*  Let  us  make  hafte  brother,  anddif- 
patch  her!"  one  of  the  ruffians  exclaim- 
ed. We  will  not  make  it  long  his  af- 
fociate  replied.      it  would  be  ^Trong  to 

torment  the  poor  thing  much.''  At  the 
fame  time  he  took  hold  of  a  fpade.  which 
he  had  brought  with  him,  and  began  to 
dig  up  the  earth.  I  vras  rivetted  to  the 
ground,  feized  with  horror  and  afionifli- 
ment.  While  one  of  themi  was  digging  a 
grave,  the  other  took  a  large  knife  out  of 
his  pocket. 

^  "  O  !  God  !  So  am  I  then  doomed  to 
deftruction  ?  O  h?.ve  mercy  upon  m.e, 
and  fpare  mv  life  !"'  exclaimed  the  veil- 
ed lady.     The  firfi   Udlable   fne  pro-- 
noiuiced,  told  me  it  was  Amelia. 

*  "You  m.uiL  die!"  replied  the  man 
vrith  the  knife.  Amelia  removed  the  veil, 
exclaiming  in  a  trembling  accent :  If  I 
luufb  inevitably  die,  then  let  me  prav  nrfl, 
that  I  mav  not  leave  this  world  un^ire- 
pared." 

'  The  fight  of  her  beautiful  face^ 
Vol.  L  I  moved 
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moved  the  heart  of  the  barbarians,  and  hc^ 
prayer  was  granted. 

'  Having  prayed  for  a  few  minutes,  flie 
began  to  weep  bitterly. 

^  "  Amelia!  thy  prayer  is  granted!'*  I 
exclaimed,  rufhing  at  the  fame  time  from 
my  hiding  place.  The  two  affaflins  muft 
have  fancied  me  to  be  a  fpeSlre,  for  they 
ilood  motionlefs  and  pale  with  terror, 

<  I  buried  my  fword  in  their  villainous 
hearts  before  they  could  recover  from' 
their  fright;  then  I  tore  the  keys  out  of 
the  hand  of  one  of  the  ruffians,  threw  both 
of  them  into  the  grave  which  had  been 
dug,  and  covered  them  with  earth.  This 
done,  I  took  Amelia  under  my  arm,  who 
feemed  to  doubt  whether  flie  faw  me  real- 
ly, or  a  fpeftre,  and  haftened  with  her  from 
that  place  of  horror  to  my  inn.  I  ordered 
poll  horfes,  and  after  I  had  unfolded  to 
her  the  myftery  in  a  few  words,  hurried 
her  into  the  coach.  On  the  road  flic  re- 
lated to  me,  that  the  Greek  who  had  car- 
ried her  off  had  tried  every  means  to  gain 
her  love,  but  that  fhe  had  treated  with 
fcorn  all  his  endeavours  to  overcome  her 

difguft 
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difguft  to  his  perfon,  and  thus  had  roufed 
his  anger  and  refentment  in  fuch  a  man- 
ner that  he  had  vowed  to  facrifice  her  to 
his  fury.  If  I  cannot  enjoy  thee,"  the 
favage  exclaimed,  "  then  nobody  elfe 
"  fiiall."  "  The  reft  (ilie  added)  you 
^'  know." 

^  I  am  no^sr  with  Amelia,  on  the  road  to 
her  mother,  of  whom  I  fhall  defire  her  iit 
marriage.  Do  me  the  favour  to  deliver 
the  enclofed  letter  to  her  aunt;  it  is  from 
Amelia,  and  contains  a  full  account  of  her 
fufferings,  along  with  the  reaibns  which 
prevent  her  from  returning  to  her.  Fare- 
well! you  fiiall  foon  hear  again  from  me  I'  * 

The  Count  had  fcarcely  done  reading 
the  letter  when  company  was  announced. 
A  game  at  Faro  was  propofed,  I  fufPered 
myfelf  to  be  perfuaded  to  be  of  the  party, 
and  loft  almoft  all  my  money.  On  my 
return  to  our  inn,  I  met  the  Unknown^  who 
feemed  to  have  been  fentby  heaven  to  my 
relief.  I  was  going  to  relate  to  him  my 
difagreeable  fituation;  however  he  did 
not  fuller  me  to  go  on,  telling  me,  "  I 
know  what  you  want*  come  to-morrow 
;  I  2  night 
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night  to  the  well  known  fpot  by  the  fide 
of  the  river,  and  your  difficulties  fliall 
be  removed."    So  faying,  he  left  me. 

My  joy  at  this  happy  meeting  was  un- 
bounded, and  I  repaired  to  the  appointed 
place  at  eight  o'clock  the  following  night; 
however  I  waited  till   eleven  o'clock 
before  the  Unknown  joined  me.    I  was 
juft  confidering  whether  I  fliould  go  or 
wait  a  little  longer  for  him,  wheK  he 
fliowedhimfelf  at  a  diflance,  like  an  appa- 
rition.   He  beckoned  to  me,  and  1  fol- 
lowed him.  He  led  me  on  unbeaten  paths^ 
along  a  hill  which  we  at  length  afcended. 
Upon  the  top  of  it  a  ruinous  building  pre- 
fented  itfelf  to  my  eyes;  here  my  guide, 
who  as  yet  had  not  uttered  a  fyllable, 
flopped  and  faid;  "  In  the  womb  of  this 
hill,  an  immenfe  treafure  is  concealed. 
I  read  in  the  book  of  fate,  that  you  are 
not  the  perfon  who  is  deftined  to  re- 
move  it,  however  it  is  in  my  power  to 
let  you  have  as  much  of  it  as  you  want. 
Are  vou  refolved  to  defcend  into  the 
deep  and  to  try  your  fortune  ?" 
I  am!" 

The 
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The  U?tknown  gave  me  a  dark  lanthornj 
and  ail  ebony  wand,  adding,  "  take  this 
"  wand,  it  will  be  your  protector  in  dan- 
gers.    Vv'hatever  you  may  meet  on  your 
"  way,  touch  it  with  your  wand,  and  no 
harm  will  befall  you.     You  will  iee 
many  things  which  will  attract  your  cu- 
riofity,  but  do  not  itop,  nor  examine 
them.    Purfue  your  v/ay  quickly,  and 
vou  will  come  into  a  fpacious  hall,  where 
"  you  will  Rnd  a  fleeping  virgin,  whom 
you  miuil  touch  with  the  v/and;  and  then 
you  may  take  the  diamond  pin,  which  is 
in  her  hair.    When  you  have  taken  pof- 
feffion  of  that  jewel,  you  may  return; 
i  lhall  expeO:  you  here.''    So  faying,  he 
led  me  into  the  ruinous  building,  opened 
a  trap-door,  and  I  began  to  defcend.  The 
noife  with  which  the  tra.p-door  was  iliut, 
thrilled  my  heart;  I  fancied  1  defc ended 
into   my  grave.     Having  reached  the 
ieventh  ftep,  I  ilopped  and"  deliberated 
whether  I -fiiould  proceed  farther.     It  was 
not  Vv'ant  of  courage  that  made  mic  heii- 
tate,  for  I  think  I  have  proved  more  than 
once,  that  I  erni  no  cov/ard;  however,  it 
feem.ed  as  if  feme  invifible  povrer  kept  me 
I  3  forcibly 
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forcibly  back.  I  looked  into  the  abyfsj 
from  which  a  cloud  of  dull  and  mould 
fecmed  rifmg  up,  and  an  undefcribable 
dreadful  anxiety  ftraitened  my  breaft.  I 
iiruggled  for  fome  time  with  myfelf,  not 
knowing  what  I  fiiould  do,  but  foon  rouf- 
ed  my  drooping  fpirits  by  the  reflexion, 
how  difgraceful  it  would  be  to  me  if  I 
Ihould  return  to  the  Unknown^  without 
having  executed  my  delign,  and  was  going 
to  proceed;  however,  the  anxiety  which 
feized  rae  with  addit:ional  force,  made  me 
foon  ftep  back.  I  do  not  know^  what  I 
ihould  have  determined  upon  at  laft,  if 
a  ftrange  incident  had  not  put  a  flop  to 
my  deliberation. 

Having  fpent  about  eight  minutes  in 
that  dreadful  fituation,  I  heard  fuddenly 
the  report  of  a  gun  from  without,  and  at 
the  fame  time  a  confufed  noife  of  well- 
known  voices  vibrated  in  my  ear.  I  re- 
covered at  once  my  full  recolleftion, 
which  had  been  partly  fufpended  by  an 
irrefiPdble  charm,  and  re-afcended  haftily 
the  fteps.  Having  pufhed  open  the  trap- 
door, heavens !  what  a  fcene  did  then  my 

eyes 
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tves  behold !  I  fancied  I  faw  fome  magic 
delufion.    The  firfl  objeQ  ^vhich  iny  eyes 
met,  was  Count  Barbis  and  my  tutor,  ^\-ho 
ran  to  clafp  me  in  their  arms  as  foon  as  I 
appeared.     Ho^v^ever,  my  firil  aftonifh- 
ment  foon  gave  room  to  a  fecond  and 
greater  one.    Four  conftables  had  taken 
hold  of  the  U?iknoiv',2^  and  ^vere  going  to 
tie  his  hands  and  feet.    He  feemed  en- 
tirely unconcerned,  and  fufFered  himfelf 
to  be  fettered  ^vith  the  noble  fcorn  of  a 
lion,  ^vho  is  bound  with  cords.    At  length 
he  turned  towards  me  :     Afcribe  it,"  faid 
he,     to  your  irrefolution,  that  you  have 
not  got  what  you  wanted."     "  Away 
''with  him  T'  the  Count  exclaimed  in  a 
thundering  accent — lead  the  impoftor 
to  the  dungeon       The  Unhio-vn  darted 
a  loo  k  of  annihilation  at  the  Count,  with- 
out  vouchfafing  to  return  an  anfwer. 
When  he  v;as  going  to  be  led  avray  by  the 
conftables,  he  addreffed  me  once  more. 
Farewell  1    my   Lord,''  faid  he,  at 
*  «  7f       J  Vp^^w        yQ.j  again."  The 

place  which  he  had  named,  was  above 
three  hundred  leagues  diftant. 

^14  This 
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"  This  time,"  the   Count  called  out 
after  him,      thy  prophecy  mav  prove 
"  falfe,  for  the  hand  of  the  hangman  will 
quickly  Rop  thee  for  ever  in  thy  diabo- 
iical  career." 

I  was  riveted  to  the  ground,  and  every 
power  of  refleQion  feemed  fufpended. 
My  tutor  took  me  by  the  hand  and  en- 
treated me  to  follow  him.  "  Come  1" 
faid  he,  "  and  thank  this  w^orthy  man  for 

his  having  delivered  you  from  the  fangs 

of  an  infernal  impoftor." 

An  tmpcfior  T'  I  replied,  ftill  feiz- 
ed  with  wonder  and  aftonifliment. 

"  Yes,  an  impoftor"  the  Count  faid,  I 

v/ill  give  you  convincing  proofs  of  it." 

«  Impoffible  !" 

Certainly,"  he  refumed,     if  you  be- 

lieve  it  impoffible,  then  it  will  be  difficult 

to  convince  you  of  the  reality  of  my  af- 

fertion."  - 

"  By  heaven  it  will!" 

The  Count  dared  at  me  with  rifmg  in- 
dignation,  and  then  turned  to  my  tutor, 
^«  how  much  are  we  to  be  pitied  that  we^ 

by  our  premature  interceffion— " 

I  m- 
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I  interrupted  him  with  rvrelling  anger  : 
Count.  I  know  what  you  are  going  to 

"  iav ;  but  I  beg  you  will  not  take  too 

•*  much  liberty  with  me  ;  if  the  man 
proves  an  impoilor,  I  certainly  fhall  be 
verv  thankful  to  you  ;  but  till  then,  you 
will  have  the  goodnefs  to  bear  Vv'ith  my 
increcaility." 

By  God  this  is  too  much  !"  my  tutor 

exclaimed,      what  foolifh  deluhon  has 
fettered  your  heart  to  this  villain  ?" 
Delulion  ! — do  you  not  owe  your  life 

^'  to  this  very  villain  ?  or  vras  the  poniard 
which  was  pointed  at  your  heart,  and 
guarded  off  by  that  villain  alfo.  a  mere 
delufion 

"  Gne  good  action  is  no  proof  of  honefty 
''and  virtue;  and.  befides  one  can  fave 
the  life  of  a  perfon  wiih  a  very  villain-- 
ous  view." 

Or  w^asit  alfo  a  foolifli  delufion  that 
when  I  lately  plunged  into  the  river, 
this  very  villain  faved  my  life,  which 
then  could  be  preferved  only  by  a  kind 
of  miracle  . 
How  my  tutor  exclaimed,  with  afta- 
I  5  niflimentj 
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"  nifhment,  your  life  has  been  in  danger^ 
^'  and  you  have  concealed  it  from  me  ?" 
6«  Why  fhould  I  have  acquainted  you 
with  an  incident,  the  relation  of  which 
"  would  have  terrified  you,  and  covered 
me  with  blulhes,  without  anfwering  any 
purpofe  ?  But  now,  as  the  honour  of  mj 
^'  unknown  benefaBor  is  at  (lake,  I  can- 
^*  not  keep  it  fecret  any  longer." 

You  fell  into  the  river  ?  Merciful 
God  1" 

"  Through— careleffhels.    I  was  waik- 
ing  one  evening,  by  myfelfjclofe  by  the 
fide  of  the  river '.—Being  immerfed  in 
profound  thought,  I  did  not  obferve 
that  I  was  walking  on  the  outermoil  ex- 
tremity  of  the  bank,  the  ground  beneath 
my  feet  fuddenly  gave  way — " 
6'  Merciful  God !  and  you  fell  down  ?" 
I  fell  in  the  water.   The  current  hur- 
«^  ried  me  along  ;  I  endeavoured  to  fave 
^'  my  life  by  fwimming,  but  entangled 
^'  myfelf  in  my  cloak^  and  went  to  the 
bottom." 

You  went  to  the  bottom 

I  had 
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I  had  already  loft  all  power  of  recol- 
le61ion,  and  when  I  recovered  the  ufe  of 
my  fenfes  I  found  myfelf  in  the  arms  of 
<•  — the  villain  whom  you  have  fent  to 
«  prifon." 

Come,  Count,"  my  tutor  exclaimedj 
for  God's  fake  come!" 
"  Whither." 

"  How  can  you  aflc  ?  to  fave  a  man  to 
*^  whom  we  owe  two  lives." 

"  But  you  don't   conlider,  that  this 
action  is  not  fufficient  to  prove  his  inno- 
cence ;  and  that  he,  neverthelefsj  may 
^  be  an  impoftor." 

Here  is  nothing  to  confider,  except 
^'  that  he  has  aQed  in  a  noble  manner^ 
*^  with  refpeclto  myfelf  and  my  pupil,  and 
confequently  has  a  juft  claim  to  our 
5'  gratitude." 

"  Acted  in  a  noble  manner  ? — Even 
two  good  actions  are  no  proofs  of  ho- 
"  nefty  and  virtue,  and  befides,  one  may 
fave  the  lives  of  two  perfons  for  a  very 
"  villainous  purpofe." 

"  Then  you  will  not  go  with  us,"  I  ex- 
claimed with  warmth,  ''Come!"  taking 
my  tutor  by  the  arm,  «'  don't  let  us  wafte 
16  fo 
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"  fo  much  time  with  ufelefs  talk  ;  the  life 

of  our  benefa8:or  is  at  flake." 

"  Well,  go,  if  you  have  a  mind  to  have 
5'  a  ufelefs  walk,"  the  Count  refumed. 

Do  you  think  juftice  will  be  fo  partial 
^'  in  this  country  as  to  pardon  a  criminal 
"  becaufe  he  has  been  ferviceable  to 

you  ?" 

"  You  are  right,"  my  tutor  replied,  af- 
ter fome  reflexion.  "  This  time  my  old 
^'  head  has  been  mifguided  again  by  my 

heart." 

We  w^ere  now  arrived  at  the  hotel 
of  the  Count.  He  took  leave  very 
cordially  of  my  tutor,  but  very  coldly  of 
me.  This,  and  his  having  thwarted  my 
plan  of  making  an  attempt  to  fave  the 
Unknown^  vexed  me  very  much,  and  I' 
was  determined  to  be  revenged. 

My  tutor  very  probably  expeQed  my 
curiofity  would  tempt  me  to  enquire  after 
the  particulars  of  the  whole  incident, 
however,  he  was  difappointed.  I  was 
vexed,  indifpofed,  anxious  about  the  fate 
of  the  Unhiovjn'i  and  confequently  would 
cafily  bridle  my  curiofity*     My  tutor 

who 


MAGICAL  DELUSION.  iSi 
■who  feemed  delirous  to  roufe  it,  in  order 
to  juftify  his  behaviour  towards  the  Un* 
known  and  the  Count,  endeavoured  to 
unfeal  my  lips  by  repeated  reproaches  on 
account  of  my  careleflhefs,  my  referved- 
nefs,  &c.  &iQ..  however  I  returned  very 
fliortand  dry  anfwers,  v/iflied  hnn  a  good 
night  and  went  to  bed. 

I  flept  very  uneafy,  niy  deep  being  in- 
terrupted by  horrid  dreams.  1  got  up 
early;  an  unaccountable  reiLleffnefs  drove 
me  out  of  the  houfe,  and  I  rode  to  the 
Count.  He  As^as  jull  going  out,  and  fur- 
prifed  at  my  early  vifit. 

"  Can  you  fpare  me  a  few  minutesj 

Count  ?" 

"  As  many  as  you  wifii";  in  what  can  I 
ferve  you  ?" 

"  You  have  calumniated  yefterday,  a 
man  v/hois  dear  to  me." 

I  have,  if  fpeaking  truth  can  be  cal- 
^'  led  calumniating." 

You  have  called  him  an  impoftor." 

I  did  ;  and  I  am  ready  to  maintain 
my  affertion." 
H  With  the  fword  too  ■ 

Cer<i 
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«  Certainly  1'" 

"  Then  be  fo  kind  as  to  take  a  ride 

with  me  into  the  fields." 

Why  take  fo  much  pains  ?  can  we 

not  decide  the  matter  here  ?" 

We  unfheathed  our  fwords. 

"  Stop  only  one  moment,"  the  Count 
exclaimed,  "  will  you  not  hear  firft  my  juf- 

tification  ?  perhaps  you  may  change 
*^  your  naind/' 

A  perhaps  has  no  weight  v/ith  me,  if 

the  honour  of  a  friend  is  at  ftake  !  Let 

us  come  to  the  point  !" 

I  mull  remark  here,  that  in  miy  native 
town  I  was  known  to  poflefs  the  greateft 
fkiii  in  fencing,  and  feared  by  every  one 
on  that  account.  I  had  indeed  attained 
a  very  high  degree  of  perfe8:ion  in  that 
art,  partly  through  my  natural  agility  and 
flexibility  of  body,  and  partly  through 
frequent  exercife,  the  eonfcioufnefs  of 
which  made  me  boldly  face  every  dan- 
ger, and  prompted  me  now  alfo  to  meet 
the  Count  with  the  greateft  intrepidity. 

The  fight  began,  and  I  obferved  from 
the  firfl  onfet  that  my  antagonifl  was  no 

common 
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'  common  fencer.  Butfoon  I  experienced 
more  than  that,  being  difarmed  after  the 
fir  it  fix  turns. 

The  Count  wanted  to  fiiake  hands  with 
me.  One  turn  more  !"  I  exclaimed, 
taking  up  my  rapier.  He  ftepped  back 
with  uncommon  coolnefs,  and  waited  my 
attack.  But  no  feint  nor  furprifmg  turn 
fucceeded.  Profoundly  fkilled  in  every 
art  of  fencing,  he  parried  with  uncommon 
eafe  and  dexterity  every  onfet,  though 
planned  ever  fo  fubtle.  This  fired  my 
ambition  to  the  higheft  degree ;  the  burn- 
ing defire  to  fatiate  my  thirft  for  revenge, 
and  to  conquer  fuch  a  mafter  in  fencing, 
made  me  exert  all  my  ftrength.  Vain  en- 
deavour! I  could  as  eafilyhave  wounded 
the  incorporeal  air,  as  I  was  able  to  ftrike 
a  blow  at  my  antagonift. 

You  fee,"  the  Count  faid  fmiiling, 
that  my  blade  pofieffes  a  magic  charm 
which  repulfes  irrefiftibly  the  point 
of  your  fword.  Let  us  make  up  the 
matter." 

I  tookthefe  words  for  raillery,  exclaim- 
ing in  an  accent  of  frantic  fury — "  One 

^'  turn 
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turn  more,  perhaps  I  may  difpel  the 
charm!"  I  fought  now  with  additional 
rage,  becaufe  my  pride  was  nettled.-- 
Seeing  that  all  my  efforts  of  wounding  the 
Count  proved  abortive,  my  rage  increaf- 
ed,  and  I  riO^ed  feveral  defperate  at- 
tempts. Take  care,"  the  Count  ex- 
claimed, you  are  off  your  guard."  This 
remark,  and  his  uncommon  coolnefs,  (for 
heaBed  only  onthe  defenfive)  rendered  me 
almoft  mad,    "  I  or  you  V  I  exclaimed. 

Neither  you  nor  1 !"  was  his  reply.  He 
pronounced  thefe  words  with  fo  much 
felf-confidence,  that  I  could  not  doubt  his 
being  certain  of  his  fuperior  fl^ill.  I  hadj 
as  yet,  endeavoured  in  vain  to  ftrike  an 
indifferent  blow,  but  now  my  fword  was 
pointed  at  his  heart.  The  Count  perceiv-= 
ed  my  aim,  but  ftili  behaved  with  the 
fame  coolnefs  and  forbearance.  At  length 
my  ardour  abated,  my  ftrength  and  art 
were  exhaufted,  and  the  Count  was  ftill 
unhurt.  No  1"  I  now  exclaimed,  throw- 
ing my  weapon  to  the  ground,  "  I  will 
not  fight  againll  you  any  longer.  Here 
is  my  handj  Count|  I  am  reconciled." 

He 
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He  embraced  me  with  the  warmefc  cor- 
diality. "  I  have  fought  many  duels,  I 
added,  but  1  have  never  met  with  fucli 
"  an  antagonifl.  I  muft  confefs  you  are 
^*  my  mafter." 

And  I  am  proud,"  was  his  reply,  of 
having  regained  by  my  fword.  a  friend 
whom  I  had  loft  by  an  action  to  which 
the  fmcerell  affeftionj  h3,d  prompted 
me." 

"  Let  me  hear  the  particulars  of  that 
ftrange  incident ;  I  am  delirous  to  know 
your  charges  againft  the  Unknown^  and 
ftill  more  fo  to  hear  how  you  happened 
to  deliver  me  from  his  power." 

"  Is  it  poffible  your  tutor  fiiould  not 
have  told  it  you  already." 

"  He  wanted  to  do  it  yefterday,  but  I 
would  notliilen  to  him." 
Now  I  conceive  — 

How  could  I  challenge  you  ?  I  mud 
confefs  I  did  vvrong  that  I  would  not 
lillen  to  your  juftification,  and  I  hope 
you  will  excufe  and  forgive  it.  Let 
me  now  hear  what  you  have  to  fay." 

"  The  day  before  you  vifited  m.e  the 
laft  time,  your  tutor  cam.e  to  my  houfe, 

pre- 
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pretending  you  had  faid  fo  much  to  my 
praife  that  he  could  no  longer  refill  tll^ 
defire  of  being  better  acquainted  with  me. 
The  firfl  reciprocal  compliments  being 
over,  we  happened  to  difcourfe  of  you. 
¥our  tutor  afted  me  when  you  had  been 
with  me  the  laft  time?  I  named  the  day; 
he  fliook  his  head, and  turned  the  difcourfe 
upon  another  fubjeQ.  1  foon  became 
fenfible  that  my  new  acquaintance  was  a 
man  of  an  excellent  underftanding,  and  a 
molt  amiable  difpofition  of  heart ;  and  ob- 
ferved  with  fweet  pleafure  that  I  feemed 
not  to  be  indifferent  to  him.  Our  dif- 
courfe foon  became  more  animated,  warm 
and  unreferved,  and  you  happened  again 
to  become  the  objed  of  our  converfation, 

*  I  cannot  conceal  any  longer  from  you 

*  (your  tutor  faid)  that  this  young  man  is 

*  extremely  dear  to  me,  that  I  love  him 

*  almoft  better  than  myfelf.  He^is  grown 
'  up  under  my  hands,  I  have  unfolded 
^  his  underftanding,  and  chiefly  through 

*  my  care  and  attention  to  his  miprove- 

*  nient,  (I  can  fay,  without  flattering  my- 
f  felf)  he  became  what  he  is — an  excel- 

«  lent 
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*  lent  prGmifing  young  man.  of  whom  I 
^  have  reafon  to  be  proud.    ^\liat  a  hap- 

*  py  profpeCt  does  he  afford^  his  country, 
'  v,'hich  will  reap  one  time  the  fruits  of 

*  the  blcffom  which  my  eye  beholds  at 

*  prefent  v;ith  filent  fatisfaftion.' 

In  this  ftrain  he  continued  to  fpeak 
a  good  vdiile. — But  you  pay  no  attention 
to  what  I  am  faying  T' 

I  am  all  attention,  be  fo  kind  as  to 
go  on  1" 

'  However  thofe  endowments  of  mind,' 
your  tutor  continued,  '  which  I  faw  bud 
'  with  fo  much  pleafure,  and  improved 

*  and  nurfcd  with  fo  much  care  :  his 
'  burning  thiril  for  knowledge,  his  fond- 
^  nefs  for  v;hatever  is  fingular  and  un- 
'  common,  his  lenfible  heart  and  glowing 
'  fancy— thefe  excellent  qualities  begin 
'  now  to  take  a  turn  which  has  cauied  me 
'  many  gloomy  days,  and  many  nights  of 
^  iilent  fDrrow." 

*  All  this  has  my  tutor  told  vou 

Let  me  proceed'/    '  If  you  v;iil  pro» 
^  mnfe  mxe  to  keep  it  to  yourfelf."  he  con- 
tinuedj  »  I  will  difclofe  to  [you  an  inci-- 
•  '      ■  ^  dent 
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'  dent  which  will  enable  you  to  judge  of 
'  the  dangerous  turn  the  mind  of  this 
^  young  man  has  taken.' 

Havmg  promifed  upon  my  honour 
to  be  difcreet,  he  related  to  me  your  ad- 
ventures with  the  Unknown,  When  he 
had  finillied  his  relation,  he  looked  at  mc 
for  fome  time,  gloom.y  and  filently ;  then 
he  took  me  by  the  hand  and  faid,  ^  Count 5 
^,  I  have  communicated  to  you  all  that  I 
^  know  of  the  matter ;  however,  I  fear  I 
^  do  not  know  all  ;  a  filent  apprehenfion 
^  tells  me  that  he  continues  his  connec- 
*  tion  with  that  dangerous  man  without 
'  my  knowledge.  He  who  never  con- 
'  cealed  any  thing  from,  me,  who  has 
^  laid  open  to  me  the  moil  hidden  re- 
^  ceffes  of  his  foul,  is  grown  at  once  clofe 
^  and  referved,  I  fear,  I  fear  he  is  hill 
^  conncQed  with  the  Unknown^  and  meets 
^  him  at  night,  for  he  always  comes  home 
^  very  late.' 

"  Indeed !  did  he  tell  you  fo  ?" 

"  Yes,  your  tutor  told  me  fo,  and 
conjured  me  with  tears,  if  I  fliould  make 
a  difcovery  to  that  pointj  to  communicate 

it 
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it  to  him  ^s"ithout  delay.  An  accident 
enabled  me  (boner  than  I  had  expected  to 
return  his  confidence  in  me." 

Indeed.  I  am  curious  to  know  what 
accident  this  was!" 

A  member  of  the  government  of  this 
town,  Mr.  Alvarez,  whom  you  faw  the 
day  before  yefterday  at  my  houfe,  and 
v.'ho  left  it  before  you,  faw.  when  ftepping 
out  of  the  door,  a  man  wrapt  in  a  purple 
cloak  hovering  around  the  houfe,  as  if  he 
had  fome  fmifier  dengn.  My  friend,  who 
thought  it  very  fufpicious,  pretended  not 
to  have  noticed  him,  and  went  about  fixty 
fleps  farther,  concealing  himfelf  in  a  place 
where  the  light  of  the  moon  enabled  him 
to  obferve  the  fufpicious  lurker,  without 
being  feen  by  him.  Soon  after  you  left 
the  houfe  too,  and  the  man  in  the  purple 
cloak  followed  you.  My  friend,  feeing 
you  enter  into  a  converfation  with  him, 
concluded  he  was  an  acquaintance  of 
yours  v;ho  had  waited  for  you,  and  was 
going  to  purfue  his  way,  but  you  were 
tiien  fo  clofe  by  the  place  where  he  vras 
concealed  that  he  could  not  leave  it  with 

propriety. 
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propriety.  "  I  know  every  thing,*'  faid 
your  companion,  who  thought  himfelf 
unobferved  and  had  opened  his  cloak, 
come  to-morrow  evening  to  the  well 
known  fpot  by  the  fide  of  the  river, 
«  and  you  fhall  find  affiftance."  Thefe 
words,  and  the  accent  with  which  they 
were  pronounced,  ftruck  my  friend;  he 
fancied  he  knew  the  voice,  and  examined 
his  countenance  as  well  as  his  fituation 
permitted  it.  He  recollefted  his  features, 
only  his  long  white  beard  made  him  hefi- 
tate  a  little  at  firft.  However,  even  that 
difguife  could  not  conceal  him  long;  he 
was  foon  convinced  that  this  man  was  the 
fame  perfon  whom  he  had  known  fome 
years  pad  in  the  Eaft-Indies,  and  whofe 
memory  had  been  deeply  engraven  on  his 
mind  by  a  moft  remarkable  incident.  My 
friend,  being  fpurred  by  what  he  had 
heard  and  feen,  returned  inflantly  to  tell 
me  into  whofe  hands  you  had  fallen.  His 
intelligence  filled  me  with  fear  and  afto- 
nifhment.  W e  confulted  on  the  fpot  how 
we  could— 

.  ^-    ^    «^  The 
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"  The  incident!" — I  exclaimed — the 
«^  incident !  or  dare  I  not  know  it  ?" 

The  gratification  of  your  curiofity 
fhall  be  your  punilhment !"  the  Count  re- 
fumed  fmiling,  after  a  fliort  paufe :  "  it 
^vill  flatter  your  pride  very  little  when 
you  fhall  hear  what  a  wretch  the  man  is 
for  whom  you  drew  your  fword  a  quarter 
of  an  hour  ago." 

"  I  certainly  fliall  fight  you  with  pif- 
tols,"  I  replied,  if  you  don't  come  fooa 
to  the  point." 

My  friend  embarked  about  twelve 
years  ago  for  the  Eail-Indies,  forced  by 
ftrefs  of  fortune,  in  order  to  improve  his 
fituation.  He  had  been  recommended  to 
one  Finaldi,  a  banker  of  immenfe  pro- 
perty. Being  provided  with  letters  of 
recommendation  from  the  beft  houfes,  he 
was  received  in  his  counting-houfe  with«- 
out  the  leail  hefitation,  and  under  very 
advantageous  conditions.  His  great  abili- 
ties and  his  uncommon  diligence  foon 
gained  him  the  favour  of  Finaldi,  and  he 
had  every  reafon  to  expefl  to  make  his 
fortune.    A  ftrange  adventure  raifed  his 

fanguine 
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fanguine  expeftations  ftill  higher.  One 
evening  when  he  was  fitting  in  his  room 
quite  alone  overlooking  his  accounts,  a 
black  flave  entered  his  apartment,  giving 
him  a  note.  He  opened  it,  and  read  the 
following  words :  "  If  thou  canft  return 
love  for  love  and  keep  filence,  then  fix  a 
place  where  the  bearer  may  find  thee  at 
midnight.  Follow  him  whitherfoever  he 
fiiall  condud  thee,  and  fear  nothing.  A 
loving  heart  and  a  fweet  reward  are  await- 
ing thee." 

"  My  friend  perufed  the  note  more 
than  four  times  without  knowing  what  to 
think  of  it.  He  endeavoured  in  vain  to 
fift  the  black  flave,  who  pretended  to 
have  been  bound  to  fecrefy  by  a  dreadful 
oath.  No  promifes  nor  prefents  were  able 
to  open  his  lips.  My  friend  could  extort 
nothing  but  the  promife  that  no  harm 
fhould  befall  him.  The  referved  flave 
went  av/ay,  and  met  him  at  midnight  on 
the  appointed  fpot. 

My  friend  followed  him  not  without 
apprehenfion.    "  Slave,"  faid  he,  "  whi- 

ther  art  thou  conducing  me  ?"  The 
a  flave 
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flave  remained  filent,  putting  his  hand 
upon  his  lips.    "  Tell  me,  whither  art 

thou  conducing  me  ?"  The  black 
beckoned  to  follow  him  filently.  My 
friend  followed  with  anxious  expeQation. 

"  A  high  wall  ftopped  their  courfe. 
«  Afcend  the  ladder  1"  the  flave  laid. 
My  friend  climbed  up  the  ladder,  and 
defcended  into  a  garden  of  great  extent 
and  fplendor.  Take  a  turn  in  this 
palm  grove  till  I  come  back."  So  faying, 
he  left  my  friend.  After  a  quarter  of  an 
hour  he  returned  and  bade  my  friend  fol- 
low him.  They  entered  a  fmall  gate,  and 
arrived  at  laft,  over  a  narrow  and  dark 
ftair-cafe,  in  a  palTage  w^hich  w^as  lighted 
by  a  few  lamps ;  there  the  black  ftopped, 
beating  the  floor  twdce  with  his  foot.  A 
door  was  thrown  open,  and  a  fw^eet  aro- 
matic odor  evaporated  from  a  dark  apart- 
ment. The  flave  pufhed  my  friend  in 
the  room,  and  fliut  the  door  upon  him. 
My  friend  groped  in  the  dark;  a  fmall 
foft  hand  took  hold  of  his,  and  a  har- 
monious fem.ale  voice  w^hifpered  in.  his 
ear,  "  Comcj  and  fear  nothing."  His 

Vol.  I.  K  invifible 
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invifible  coiiduBrefs  led  him  foftly  along^ 
and  fuddenly  a  iilken  curtain  was  drawn 
open;  a  fplendid  apartment  illuminated 
jwith  numberlefs  torches,  and  a  velvet 
couch  upon  which  a  heavenly  female  fi- 
gure was  repofing,  prefented  themfelves 
to  the  gazing  looks  of  my  aftonifhed 
friend.  "  Come  nearer,  charming  Euro- 
pean,"  lifped  the  crimfoning  fair  one, 

but  take  care  not  to  trefpafs  the  laws  of 
modefty ;  for  at  the  firil  fignal  my  people 
will  rufn  into  the  room  and  kill  thee.'* 
Then  the  beautiful  Indian  told  him, 
that  fhe  had  feen  him  accidentally,  had 
fallen  in  love  with  him  at  firll  fight,  and 
was  determined  to  be  married  to  him. 

It  is  true,"  added  flie,  my  mother 
hates  you  Europeans,  and  this  has  obliged 
mc  to  meet  thee  at  night;  however,  I  do 
Bot  defpair  of  p^rfuading  her  to  give  her 
confent  to  our  union,  for  fhe  doats  upon 
me.  I  only  want  to  know  whether  thou 
canft  return  love  for  love,  and  wilt  be- 
come my  Lord.  I  am  very  rich  and 
handfom.e  too,  as  thou  feeft;  if  thou  wilt 
promife  to  marry  me,  thou  flialt  have 
leave  to  fee  me  every  night/' 

Here 


MAGICAL  DELUSION.  ir^^ 

Here  I  ita.rted  up  from  my  chair,  ex- 
claiming, Count,  do  you  keep  vour 
vord  thus  ?  You  have  promifed  to  relate 
to  me  the  adventure  \\'ith  the  Unknown^ 
and  you  give  m.e  the  romance  of  your 
friend,  ^vith  all  the  particulars. 

I  ihall  ioon  have  done  V  refumed 
■he  Count,  ^vho  feemed  to  be  deteiTnined 
.0  be  revenged  on  my  patience  for  my 
challenge.  - 

I  need  not  tell  you,"  thus  he  refumed. 
that  miV  friend  accepted  vith  rapture 
the  oiFer  of  the  beautiful  Indian,  and  that 
the  damfel  exerted  every  pov.-er  of  per- 
luafion  to  get. the  confent  of  her  mother, 
her  father  being  dead  fom.e  years.  For- 
tune feem.ed  indeed  to  favour  the  vko 
lovers.  The  greateft  obftacles  vrere  al- 
ready removed,  the  mother  bega.n  to  liilen 
with  patience  to  the  arguments  of  her 
daughter,  and  the  latter  furrendered  with- 
out referve,  to  the  tendernefs  of  her  pre- 
furaed  hufband,  vrhen  an  unexpected  clap 
of  thunder  defiroyed  every  hope  of  fu- 
ture happinefs;  ?md  a  dreadful  blow  ruin-^ 
cd  my  friend  for  ever.  A  rich  Irifhrna?:^ 
K  z  who 
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who  was  gone  to  the  Eaft-Indies  half  a 
year  before  my  friend  went,  and  lived  in 
a  fplendid  manner,  fent  one  morning  a 
fervant  to  the  banker,  with  the  intelli^ 
gence  that  he  was  going  on  board  of  a 
fhip  to  undertake  a  long  journey,  defiring, 
at  the  fame  time,  Mr.  Finaldi  to  remit 
him  without  delay  the  fum  which  he  had 
entrufted  to  his  care.  The  banker  was 
certain  that  he  never  had  received  money 
from  the  Iri/hman^  and  told  his  fervant  to 
inform  his  mailer  he  was  very  much  mif- 
taken,  for  he  never  had  received  a  far- 
thing from  him,  much  lefs  the  fum  of 
15000!.  and  confequently  could  remit 
hinr  no  money.  No  fooner  was  the  fer- 
vant gone,  when  my  friend  was  fent  to 
the  juftice  of  peace  in  order  to  inform 
againft  the  Irifmnan  as  a  fwindler,  but  how 
great  was  his  aftonifliment  when  the  fup- 
pofed  cheat  entered  the  office,  telling  the 
juftice  that  he  had  fent  to  Mr.  Finaldi, 
foon  after  his  arrival  in  the  Eaft-Indies,  |i 
15000I.  in  piafters,  and  begged  him  to  J 
keep  that  fum  till  he  fhould  demand,  it 
back.    The  latter  he  had  done  to-day, 

becaufe 
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becaufe  he  was  going  on  a  long  voyage^- 
but  the  banker  denied  having  received 
any  money,  and  as  his  departure  could 
not  be  delayed,  he  defired  to  have  a 
fearch  As'arrant,  He  added  at  the  f?.me 
time,  that  if  the  banker  fliould  have  re- 
moved his  money,  the  ofhcers  of  police 
^^'ould  perhaps  find  the  letter  fealed  with 
a  feal,  which  he  produced,  and  fent  by 
him  to  rina.ldi  along  with  the  money  in 
queftion.  So  faying,  he  gave  to  the  judge 
a  copy  of  his  letter,  and  a  liiL  of  the  dif* 
ferent  numbers  with  w"hich  the  bags  were 
marked,  offering  to  wait  meanwhile  at  the 
office,  in  order  to  be  refponfible  for  every 
thing,  if  neither  money  nor  letter  fhould 
be  found,  and  then  to  prove  his  demand 
in  a  more  convincing  manner.  The  judge 
could  not  refufe  granting  the  requefb}  he 
went  alono-  ^vith  forne  officers  of  the  do- 
lice  to  the  houfe  of  the  banker,  requefl- 
img  him  to  deliver  to  him  the  mioney  of 
the  Iriihman  without  delay,  fhewing  him 
at  the  fame  time  the  copy  of  the  letter, 
and  enquiring  whether  he  had  not  re- 
ceived the  original  ?  However,  when 
K  3  linaldi 
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Finaldi  protefted  he  had  never  feen  fucb 
a  letter,  he  was  informed  that  his  houfe 
and  writings  would  be  fearched.  Fi- 
naldi fubmitted  very  cheerfully  to  it,  and 
went  him felf  w^ith  the  judge  into  the  firft 
floor,  opening  the  repofitory  and  the 
chefts  in  which  he  kept  his  money  and 
bills  of  exchange.  The  banker  faw,  with 
die  greateft  equanimity,  the  judge  take  a 
note  oat  of  his  pocket,  and  compare  with 
it  the  marked  bags.  The  judge  difco- 
vered  very  ealily  thofe  which  v/ere  marked 
wit-h  the  numbers  mentioned  by  the  Irifh- 
man,  and  fealed  with  his  own  feal.  The 
letter,  a  copy  of  which  had  been  given  to 
the  judge  by  the  Iriihman,  was  lying 
open  on  one  of  the  bags,  and  of  courfe 
the  demand  of  the  claimant  fully  proved, 
and  the  money  ordered  to  be  carried 
away.  Finaldi,  hearing  the  judge  order 
his  money  to 'be  carried  away,  grew  al- 
moll  frantic  and  proteited  folemnly  againft 
his  proceedings,  but  to  no  purpofe.  The 
judge  {hewed  him  the  letter  of  the  Irifii- 
man,  and  his  feal  on  the  bags.  My  friend 
faw  the  banker  ftagger  back  with  a  coun- 
tenance 
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tenance  as  pale  as  afkes.  After  a  long 
paufe  of  horror,  he  fwore  at  length  by  the 
living  God,  he  knew  not  how  the  feal  and 
the  letter  could  have  been  put  upon  the 
bags,  protefting.again  and  again,  that  the 
money  was  his  property.  However,  his 
pretended  ignorance  appeared  to  the  judge 
an  additional  proof  of  the  banker's  crime, 
and  he  was  obliged  to  lufter  his  money  to 
be  carried  away,  and  delivered  into  the 
hands  of  the  Irifliman,  who  received  it 
with  the  iblemn  declaration  that  he  would 
reiurn  very  foon  and  formally  profecute 
the  banker  for  fraud,  and  let  (ail  that  very 
hour» 

^'  And  this  Irifliman  — 

Pray  let  me  hniih  my  narration.— On 
the  evening  of  that  very  day,  a  young  man 
with  whom  my  friend  v;as  very  intimate, 
came  in  his  room,  v/ith  evident  figns  of 
the  greateft  confternation.  Make 
hafte,  make  hafie,  my  dear  friend,"  he  ex- 
claim-ed  with  a  tremxbling  voice,  and— 
lave  thyfelfi  Finaldi  is  in  the  greatefh 
fury;  he  has  been  informed — God  know» 
by  what  traitor — ^that  )  ou  have  been  out 
K  4  of 
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of  the  lioufe  laft  night,  and  returned  fome 
hours  after  midnight.  He  is  firmly  con- 
vinced that  you  muft  have  been  privy  to 
the  fraud  of  the  Irifhman,  and  betrayed 
him  in  the  nightJ  For  heaven's  fake, 
don't  defitate  a  moment!  Make  hafte  to 
fave  yourfelf  by  flight;  every  moment 
threatens  to  be  fatal  to  you;  you  are  be* 
fet  by  Finaldi's  fpies,  all  your  fteps  are 
ivatched;  difguife  yourfelf,  and  flee  as  far 
as  you  can." 

My  friend  being  confcious  of  his  in- 
nocence, was  determined  to  ftay.  His 
no6lurnal  abfence  had  been  occafioned  by 
the  fair  Indian,  and  not  by  Finaldi's 
money-bags,  which  his  confidant  knew 
very  well.  But  how  will  you  prove 
your  innocence  ?"    the  latter  refumed. 

Did  not  your  miftrefs  make  you  fwear  a 
folemn  oath  to  be  fllent  ?  Do  you  intend 
to  expofe  the  honor  of  the  darling  of  your 
heart  to  public  ridicule,  and  publifn  in  a 
court  of  juftice  the  nofturnal  myfteries  of 
love  ?  And  fuppofe — which  I  never  can 
believe  you  could  commit  fuch-a  cruel 
treachery,  do  you  think  this  would  excul- 
pate 
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pate  you?  Are  not  appearances  entirely 
againft  you  ?  No  one  except  yourfelf 
and  Finaldi  keeps  the  keys  to  the  apart- 
ments,  repofitories  and  chefts  -w'hich  con- 
tain the  money  and  the  papers;  confe^ 
quentiy,  nobody  but  yourfelf,  or  the  per- 
fon  with  whom  you  were  connefted,  can 
have  defrauded  the  banker."  O  God  1" 
exclaimed  my  friend  with  defpair,  I  am 
ruined!  fave  me!  whither  fliall  I  flee?" 

In  the  arms  of  friendfliip  V  his  confidant 
replied.  "  Come!  I  will  procure  you  a 
temporary  afvlum  againfl:  the  fpies  of  Fi- 
naldi; with  the  firfl:  dav;n  of  day.  youmufL 
go  on  board  a  fhip."  He  was  as  good  as 
his  word,  concealing  my  friend,  during 
the  night,  in  his  lodging,  and  conducing 
him  in  difguife  on  board  of  a  vefTel  as 
foon  as  morning  began  to  dawn.  Shall 
I  flee  Vv'idiout  taking  leave  of  my  mif-- 
refs  My  friend  aflced  groaning.  \Vill 
you  on  the  brink  of  fafety,  plunge  your- 
(cU  in  the  gulf  of  deftruftion?"  his  confi-^ 
dant  replied.  The  wind  fwelled  the  faiis^ 
and  in  a  few  minutes  the  fliip  was  out  of 
the  harbour.  My  friend  faw  the  Eafi-In- 
K  5  dies 
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dies  and  his  native  country  no  more.  He 
aftervvards  repented  in  vain  his  prema- 
ture flight,  by  which  he  had  ftrengthened 
the  fufpicion  of  his  fuppofed  crime  ;  he 
looked  in  vainj  with  heavy  groans,  to- 
wards the  place  which  contained  his  mif- 
trefs,  who,  as  he  was  informed  after- 
wards, drowned  herfelf  out  of  defpair. 
All  his  promifing  views,  ail  his  rofy  hopes 
%vere  ruined  for  ever.  He  was  now 
wjretched,  unfpeakably  wretched  —  ren- 
dered fo  by  one  man. — Conceive  his 
aftoniHiment,  when  he  found  again  this 
very  man,  the  day  before  yefterday,  in 
your  Unknown.'" 

Is  it  pofiible 
^*  Yes !  it  is  but  too  certain — And  in 
fuch  a  wretch  you  have  confided." 

Should  the  Iriihman  really  have  been 
*•  a  cheat." 

How  can  you  doubt  it  ?" 
^'  1  confefs  Count,  on  one  fide  appear- 
ance  is  entirely  againfthim;  but  on  the 
^'  other  fide  appearance  is  not  lefs  againft 
the  fraud." 

*-  J  cannot  comprehend  you." 

I  will 
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I  vnll  explain  myfelf  diftinQly,  and 
^  with  brevity  :  If  1  fuppofe  the  Irifhman 

to  be  an  impoilor,  then  the  incident 

which  you  have  been  relating  to  me  is 

more  incomprehenfible,  than  if  I  fup- 
^'  pofe  him  to  be  an  honeft  man." 
For  what  reafoh 

^-  Be  fo  kind  to  anfwer  me  firfl  a  few 
^-  queftions,  and  every  thing  will  be  clear- 

edup."  . 

"  W ell !  what  do  you  wifh  to  know 

"  Had  the  Irifhman  never  been  in  the 

houfe  of  the  banker  ?" 

"  Never,"  '  '  ^ 

Had  no  perfon  befides  your  friend 

and  Finaldi,  been  intrufted  with  the 
"  keys  to  the  rooms,  repofitories,  and- 

chefts  ?^' 

"  No  perfon  whatever." 

^'  Had  neither  of  them  ioft  one  of  thofe 

keys?" 

Certainly  not.  Nay,  I  will  tell  you 
more;  on  the  day  previous  to  that  on 
which  the  Irifhman  claimed  the  money, 
my  friend  faw  the  bags  without  his 
feah" 

K  6  ^'  Has 
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Has  no  door  nor  cheft  been  found 
forced,  nor  a  lock  damaged;  and  have 
"  no  other  marks  of  a  violent  entry  been 
_«^deteaed?" 

No,  affuredly  not  !'* 
How  could,  therefore,  the  Irifliman 
have  committed  that  fraud  ?  You  liave 
refuted  your  own  affertion,  Count!  or 
you  muft  allow  that  the  Unknown  is  pof- 
^*  feifed  of  fupernatural  fl^ill — and  then  I 
*^  agree  with  you/' 

He  that  is  entrufted  with  fupernatural 
2^  power/'  the  Count  replied  in  a  folemr^ 
accent,      will  never  mifufe  it  for  a  vil- 
lainous  purpofe." 

Then  explain  to  me  the  whole  inci- 
^*  dent  in  a  natural  manner,  and  I  will 
^»  embrace  you  as  the  greateft  philofo- 
pher.'' 

I  mud  confefs  that  I  find  it  impoffi- 
ble  j  but  what  does  this  prove  ?  are  jug« 
gling  tricks  impofition  in  a  lefTer  de- 
gree  becaufe  I  cannot  explain  them;  or 
^*  does  the  man  who  has  robbed  another 
"  perfon  of  150001.  ceafe  being  a  villain^ 
becaufe  I  cannot  penetrate  the  web  of 
his  fraud 

"  '  My 
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My  tutor  who  h?.d  joined  us  during  this 
difcourfe,  and  fignified  by  hlent  figns.  his 
approbation  of  the  Count's  remarks,  took 
now  his  part.  Don't  you  recolieB;,'* 
faid  he  to  me,  "  that  the  firft  attempt  of 

the  Unknown  upon  us,  was  nothing  lefs 

than  a  theft?  He  had  robbed  us  too,  in 
"  an  incomprehenfible  manner;  but  have 

we  been  lefs  impofed  unon  on  that  ac- 

count." 

"I  beg   your   pardon!"    I  replied. 

This  cafe  is  very  different  from^  the  for- 
^-  mer,  at  ieaft  in  one  refpeB.  In  the  for- 

mer  cafe,  he  is  a  downright  cheat,  if  we 
"  fuppofethat  he  never  reRored  the  theft; 
^'  or,"  faid  I  to  the  Count,  "  has  he  ever 

returned  the  money  to  the  banker?" 
My  friend  has  been  informed  by  letj 

ters  which  he  lately  received  from  the 

Eaft  Indies,  that  he  neither  is  returned 

thither,  nor  has  remitted  the  money." 
The  cheat  which  he  played  upon  us," 
I  refumed,     proves  nothing  againft  his 
"honefty!" 

Nothing  ?   how  can  you  maintain 

this  ?" 

The 
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"  The  event  has  proved  it.  He  haf 
returned  every  thing  ;  he  did  therefore 

«^  never  delign  to  appropriate  our  proper- 
ty  to  himfelf." 

"  The  latter  conclnlionj  I  think,  is  too 
5»  premature.    He  has  perhaps  changed' 
his  plan/* 

Perhaps  he  may  have  returned  the 
fraailer  fum,"  my  tutor  faid,  "  in  or- 
der  to  hoodwinkj  and  to  cheat  us  of  a 
greater  fum." 

By  heaven  !  you  judge  too  feverely.'* 
J  exclaimed. 

^»  You  have  maintained  juft  now,"  the 
Count  refumed,  "  that  if  you  were  to 
^.^  fuppofe  the  Irifhman  to  be  an  impoftor, 
the  incident  with  the  banker  would  ap- 
pear  more  incomprehenfible  to  you, 
than  if  you  fliould  fuppofe  him  to  be  an 
honeil  man.  The  former  part  of  this 
aflertion  vou  have  exnlained;  will  you 
be  fo  kind  to  give  us  fome  light  with 
refpeB  to  the  latter  point  ?" 
*^  If  I  take  the  Irifliman  to  be  an  honeft 
rnan,  then  I  feek  the  impoftor  in  Final- 
di's  houfcj  and  the  cheat  becomes  very 
comprehenfible/' 
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^'  In  Finaldi's  houfe  ?  hovv  mould  this- 
^*  be  poffible  ?  Did  I  not  tell  yoiu  tbatna 
peiTon,  except  my  friend  and  tbe 
banker,  had  the  care  of  the  keys  to  his 
money  and  papers*  I  can  be  bound 
for  the  honefty  of  my  friend." 
*•  For  the  banker's  honefty  too 

No  ;  but  I  think  there  is  no  oc canon 
for  it." 

What  can  prevent  me  from  believ= 
ing,  that  the  banker  really  received  the 

"  1  s.oool.  from  the  Irifliman^  and  wanted 
to  cheat  him  of  that  fum  ?" 

Hov7  can  you  give  room  to  fuch  a 
fuppofition,  only  for  a  fmgle  moment. 

"  Not  to  mention  the  readinefs  and  un- 
concern  vrhich  Finaidi  difplayed  on  the 

"  examination  of  his  chefts,  you  mAift  con- 
fiderthathe  could  eafily  have  rem.oved 
the  letter  which  bore  ^vitnefs  acrainfh 
againft  him,  if  he  had  really  received 
the  money,  and  defigned  to  defraud  the 
Irifliman  of  it.  Then  you  will  pleafe 
to  confider,  that,  according  to  the  de» 
claration  of  my  friend,  the  feal  of  the 

"  Irifliman  was  not  on  the  bags  the  day 

before 
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before  the  examination,  and  that  the 
^'  banker  certainly  would  not  have  im- 
printed  it  the  preceding  night,  in  order 
to  betray  himfelf  the  day  foIlowing^ — " 
My  difcourfe  with  the  Count  was  in- 
terrupted by  his  friend  v/ho  came  to  fee 
him,    "  Anxiety  for  your  fafety."  faid  the 
magiftrate  to  the  fonPxer,  "  and  for  yours, 
my  Lord,"  turning  to  Count  Galvez,  my 
tutor,     has  carried  me  hither.  The  Irifli- 
"  man  whom  I  have  imprifoned  yefterday 
<^  does  not  know,  as  yet,  who  his  informers 
are,  and  although  he  never  fliould  re<- 
^'  ceive  intelligence  of  it,  he  will,  never- 
"  thelefs,  fufped  you  to  be  the  primary 
caufe  of  his  imprifonment.     Do  not 
"  flatter  yourfelves  that  you  will  be  able 
to  efcape  the  effeQs  of  his  refentmentj 
if  you  flay  here  any  longer.    It  is  yet 
"  in  your  power  to  fave  yourfelves,  be- 
caufe  his  myrmidons,  are  at  prefent  ig- 
norant  of  the  matter.    But  you  will  not 
if  they  receive  intelligence  of  the  affair^ 
5'  Do  not   think  that  my   anxiety  for 
^«  your   fafety   exaggerates  the  danger 
againft  which  I  have  cautioned  you, 

. ;  ^       2  You 
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*^  You  do  not  know  that  dreadful  man^ 
*^  nor  his   incredible   power.    Only  a 

fpeedy  departure  and  the  mod  fecret 

incognito  on  the  road  can  fave  you." 

We  thanked  the  magiftrate  for  his  at- 
tention and,  deliberated  inftantly  on  our 
fituation.  We  determined  to  prepare 
with  the  utmoft  fecrecy  for  our  departure, 
and  to  leave  the  town  againft  midnight, 
taking  an  afre6lionate  leave  of  the  friend^ 
ly  magiftrate  after  we  had  made  him  promife 
to  fend  us  frequent  and  exa8:  accounts  of 
theconduB:  of  the  Iriilimanj  and  the  pro- 
grefs  and  iffue  of  his  trial. 

The  Count  begged  leave  to  accompany 
us,  alledging,  that  he  had  fettled  his 
bufmefs  at'^  ^  *  and  confequently  was  at 
liberty  to  follov/  us  every  where.  I  and 
my  tutor,  who  had  a  particular  regard  for 
the  Count,  were  very  agreeably  furprifed 
by  his  offer,  and  accepted  it  with  great 
pleafure.  We  left  the  town  as  foon  as  it 
grew  dark,  and  at  fix  o'clock  the  next 
morning,  were  fixty  miles  diftant  from  the 
place  of  danger. 

The  Count  did  not  think  it  advifeable  to 
Hop,  and  as  we  flayed  no  where  longer 
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than  two  days  at  mod,  we  were  foon  534 
miles  diftant. 

On  the  road  I  received  a  complete 
account  of  the  particulars  of  my  delivery 
from  the  power  of  the  Irifhman.  The 
Count  having  communicated  to  my  tutor 
the  intelligence  which  he  had  received 
from  the  magiftrate,  a  plan  of  taking  up 
the  Irifhman  was  inftantly  defigned  and 
executed. 

My  fervant  had  received  orders  not  to 
lofe  fight  of  me  all  the  evening,  and  to 
follow  me  every  where  at  a  proper  dif- 
tance.  When  I  came  to  the  bank  of  the 
river,  and  began  to  walk  up  and  dov/n  as 
if  expefting  fomebody,  he  concluded  that 
this  was  the  place  of  rendezvous,  and 
informed  my  tutor  of  it.  My  tutor  com- 
municated his  intelligence  to  the  Count, 
and  the  Count  to  the  magiftrate.  The 
latter  ordered  fome  officers  of  the  police 
to  attend  him,  and  followed  my  fervant 
to  the  place  where  I  expeBed  the  Un- 
known. All  m.y  fteps  were  watched  at 
a  diftance  ;  which  could  be  done  fo  much 
eafier,  as  I  had  not  the  leaft  fufpicion  of 
being  furrounded  by  fpies* 

The 
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The  U7ikncwn  appeared,  and  the  whole 
train  follo-*>ved  us  at  a  great  diftance,  only 
the  magiilrate  went  home  again,  thinking 
his  prefence  fuperfluous.  My  fervant 
carried  a  lanthorn  under  his  cloak  in  order 
to  light  the  torches  which  the  officers  of 
the  police  were  provided  with,  as  foon  as 
the  ficriial  fhould  be  made  in  order  to 

o 

prevent  the  Irirnman  from  making  his 
elcape  in  the  dark.  The  Count  and  my 
tutor  v/ere  the  firft  who  had  afcended  the 
hill  after  us,  and  as  foon  as  I  had  entered 
the  ruinous  building,  they  befet  the  en- 
trance in  order  to  feize  the  Triilmian 
w^hen  he  fhould  return.  Their  plan  fuc- 
ceeded ;  the  Count  gave  the  fignal  wuth  a 
piilol,  the  police  officers  rufhed  forth 
from  their  ambufli  and  ieized  the  Irifh- 
man.  This  w'as  the  natural  courfe  of  an 
incident,,  which  at  firft  furprifed  like  a 
magical  delufion. 

Six  hundred  miles  feparated  us  now 
from  the  dreaded  Unknown.  We  therefore 
believed  ourfelves  to  be  out  of  the  reach 
of  his  myrmidons,  and  flopped  at  *  *chj 
without  entertaining  the  leaft  apprehen- 

fiOH:* 
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fion.  In  that  town  I  renewed  my  ac- 
quaintance Y/ith  the  amiable  brother  of  the 
Duke  of  Braganza.  He  was  an  amiable 
young  man,  adorned  with  the  moft  excel- 
lent qualities.  His  underftanding  was 
acute  and  penetrating,  his  prefence  of 
mind  unequalled,  his  difpofition  jovialj 
his  generofity  unbounded.  At  the  fame 
time  he  was  enthufiaftic  in  his  friendfhipj 
poiTelTed  a  noble  heart,  void  of  every  art 
and  fufpicion,  which  however,  was  the  re- 
lidence  of  lav>^ful  ambition.  He  was 
affable  in  a  high  degree,  and  entirely  def- 
titute  of  that  foolifh  pride  which  fo  fre- 
quently mifleads  the  Spaniih  and  For- 
tuguefe  nobility  to  fancy  themfelves  to 
be  a  kind  of  fuperior  beings ;  his  conver- 
fation  was  inftruQive,  and  his  humanity 
and  kindnefs  to  every  one  unbiaffed  by 
felfiflmefs.  Whoever  faw  and  converfed 
with  him  could  not  but  love 'him  fin- 
cerely. 

I  had  net  feen  him  for  fix  years.  When 
we  parted,  he  left  our  common  native 
country  to  enter  into  the  Spanifli  military 
fervice.    He  was  when  a  foldier  the  fame 

tender 
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tender  friend  which  he  had  been  when  at 
home,  and  with  a  kind  of  rapture  put  me 
in  mind  of  our  juvenile  years,  which  we 
had  fpent  in  fweet  congenial  unanimity. 
I  loved  him  as  ardently  as  I  hated  his 
brother,  who  was  quite  the  reverfe  of  him* 
The  Prince  w^as  a  true  foldier,  and  the 
Duke  a  confummate  courtier ;  the  for- 
mer conftant  in  his  friendfhip,  and  above 
fufpicion;  the  latter  changeable  and  mif- 
truftful.  The  former  united  ambition 
with  courage  and  perfonal  bravery,  the 
latter  an  arrogant  defire  of  greatn^fs  with 
cowardice  and  irrefolution;  which  was 
the  reafon  that  the  Prince  ftrove  to  fa- 
tisfy  his  pafTion  in  an  open  and  difguifed  ' 
manner,  and  the  Duke  by  intrigues  and 
artful  wiles. 

One  gloomy  afternoon,  when  I  was 
converfing  with  the  Prince  in  a  confiden- 
tial manner  on  the  lamentable  ftate  of  our 
native  country,  he  related  tome,  that  on  the 
evening  previous  to  his  departure,  a  prieft 
had  entered  his  apartment  with  a  myfte- 
rious  mxien,  and  exhorted  him  not  to  leave 
his  native  country  in  the  bloom  of  his 

llfCj 
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life,  as  he  might  aO:  a  very  importam 
part  in  a  great  undertaking  which  would 
foon  be  carried  into  execution.       I  con- 
eluded  from  this  hint,"  the  Prince  ad- 
ded,     that  a  plan  was  carrying  on  to 
fhake  off  the  Spanifii  yoke,  and  to  place 
*^  again  on  the  throne  the  pretended  im- 
prifoned  king;  but  feeling  myfelf  not 
called  to  have  a  fhare  in  the  confpiracvj 
1  paid  no  regard  to  his  admonition^ 
and  departed«" 

1  ailvcd  the  Prince  whether  he  had  not 
endeavoured  to  get  more  intimately  ac- 
quainted  v/iih  the  prieft,  and  to  pump  out 
bis  fecret  ?  The  prince  replied,  As  foon 
as  he  faw  that  I  was  not  inclined  to  en- 
ter into  his  views,  he  evaded  all  my  quef- 
tions  and  left  me.  He  was  the  fame  monk 
who  once,  during  a  riotous  concourfe  of 
the  multitude  at  the  capitalj  had  attraOied 
our  notice.  You  will  recolleB:  how  he 
went  into  the  midft  of  the  crowd,  ex- 
claiming in  an  accent  of  prophetic  infpi- 
ration-:  ^  There  is  an  inland  king  exift- 
^  ing  f  he  is  indeed  difguifed  at  prefentp 

^  but  foon  will  ftiew  himfelf  in  public/— 

Do 
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Do  you  recoUeQ;  how  icon  after,  the  pro- 
phefied  king  appeared,  but  was  feized  and 
imprifoned  by  the  Spanifhgovernmer.  un*' 
der  the  fine  pretext  of  being  an  impoftor?" 

I  recollected  this  inciaent  very  well, 
and  a  thought  fluihed  through  my  head 
like  lightning  :  j  fancied  I  had  found 
again  the  features  of  that  nr.cr.k  in  the 
countenance  of  the  Irifhman. 

The  longer  I  revolved  that  idea  in  my 
mind,  the  more  refemblance  I  found  be- 
tween thefe  two  men.    ^*  If  the  monk  and 
^-  the  Irifh:nan  are  one  and  the  fame  per- 
fon,"  laid  I  to  myftif^     then  u  is  clear 
what  deiign  he  has  upon  me.     A  great 
undertaking  is  going  on.  as  he  has  told 
the  Prince,  and  he  wants  to  implicate 
me  in  it.    And  wfat  undertakL^^  is  it? 
this  too  is  no  fecret  to  me*    A  plan  is 
carrying  on  to  fhake  off  the  Spanifa 
yoke,  to  fet  the  ola  king  at  liberty, 
and  to  replace  him  on  the  -brone. — 
^'  With  that  view  the  Inlhrnaii  once  faid 
"  to  me  :  ^  Can  you  behold  with  indif- 
"  ference  your  native  country  fm.arting 
*^  under  the  whip  of  a  foreign  tyrant,  and 
J  fee 
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^'  fee  it  wafte  its  ftrength  by  degrees 
^'  O !   it  is  clearer  than  the  noon-tide 
fun,  what  defigns  the  Unknown  has  upon 
^«  me." 

I  believed  firmly  I  had  traced  out 
the  plan  of  the  Irifbman,  and  haflened  to 
communicate  my  difcovery  to  my  tutor 
and  the  Count.  Both  were  of  opinion 
my  fufpicion  might  be  well  founded,  and 
conjured  me  by  every  thing  facred,  never 
to  fuffer  myfelf  to  be  implicated  in  fuch 
a  dangerous  plot.  My  tutor  and  the 
Count  differed  only  with  regard  to  the 
reftoration  of  the  old  king.  "  What  con- 
"  cerns  the  fhaking  off  of  the  Spaniflr  yoke 

may  be  true,"  the  former  faid,  hov/- 
«^  ever  the  good  man  who  was  believed 
"  to  be  the  old  king,  died  in  prifon,  and 
"  it  would  be  ridiculous  to  /peak  only  of 
«^  his  refloration."  The  Count  replied, 
^«  that  he  would  not  maintain  -that  he 
"  who  had  pretended  to  be  the  old  king 

had  been  the  true  one;  however,  he 
"  knew  from  fecret  intelligence,  that  he 

had  not  died  in  prifon,  as  it  has  been 
6^  pretendedj  but  had  found  means  to  ef- 

capcj 
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"  cape,  and  was  ilill  alive  :  yet  he  did  noi 
know  the  place  of  his  concealment." — 
The  whole  hiftory  of  this  unfortunate 
^*  Prince."  the  Count  added,      is  very 
^'  fingular  and  niyfterious.    \\'hen  he  v^-as 
twentv-four  years  of  age  he  went  to  war 
^*  againft  the  Moors  ;  a  bloody  battle  was 
fought  on  a  large  plain,  and  although 
^'  the  enemy  were  very  fuperior  in  num- 
^'  ber,  yet  he  put  them  to  flight.  Kow- 
"  ever  the  general  of  the  enemy  rallied 
"  his  army  again,  and  the  fortune  of  war 
changed  on  the  fecond  attack.  The 
^'  chriftians  were  entirely  routed,  and  the 
^'  king  himfelf  was  in  the  greateft  danger* 
*•  Some  of  his  moft  faithful  generals,  who 
had  been  fpared  by  the  fury  of  the 
enemy,  conjured  him  to  fave  himfelf; 
^'  and  one  of  them  who  knew  the  coun- 
try  offered  to  lead  him  to  a  place  of 
fafety.    However  the  young  hero  re= 
plied,  •  What  a  (tain  would  it  be  on  my 
royal  honour,  if  it  fliould  be  faicl  I  had 
fled!  No,  my  friends,  I  will  retreat  like  a 
'•foldierl'     Three  horfes   had  already 
been  killed  under  himj  neverthclefs  he 
Vol,  L  L  forced 
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^'  forced  his  way  through  the  enemy  to 
his  corps  de  referve,  which  (till  was  in 
tolerable  order,  but  furrounded  on  all 
"  fides.     Some  of  his  attendants  called 
"  for  affiftance,  and  thus  the  enemy  got 
^'  acquainted  with  his  dignity,  furround- 
ing  him  clofer  and  clofer.  Meanwhile 
the  fight  was  continued,  and  one  after 
the  other  of  his  principal  officers  was 
^'  killed  by  his  fide.    At  length  one  of 
them,  who  never  had  ftirred  from  his 
fide,  exclaimed :  ^  My  Lord  and  king, 
what  alfiftance  can  we  exped  here  ?' — 
'  That  which  our  feats  deferve  to  re- 
ceive  from  Heaven,'  the  king  anfwered, 
^*  rufliing  in  the  midft  of  his  enemies,  and 
caufing  a  great  havoc  among  the  infi- 
dels.    But  he  was  foon  furrounded  by 
"  great  numbers,  and  one  of  the  enemy 
called  to  the  four  knights  who  had  fol- 
lowe4  him,  to  furrender,  it  being  well 
known  that  the  king  was  amongft  them. 
"  One  of  his  faithful  knights,  who  per- 
"  ceived  too  plainly  that  no  other  expe- 
^9  dient  was  left,  begged  the  king  to  give 
him  his  fword^  left  an  infidel  might  feizc 
■     -  it; 
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^»  it;  ho^A'ever  the  hero  refufed  firmly  to 
grant  his  prayer,  exclaiming,  '  A  king 
never  ought  to  part  with  his  liberty 
^'  but  with  his  life.'    Thefe  words  vround- 
ed  the  foul  of  his  faithful  fervant  fo 
deeply,  that  weary  of  his  life,  he  rufh- 
ed  into  the  midll  of  the  enemy,  and  fell 
covered  with  wounds.    The  king  de- 
^'  fended  himfelf  fome  time  longer,  but 
foon  w^as  overpowered  and  difarmed. 
Now  a  quarrel  arofe  among  the  infidels 
^'  on  account  of  the  king,  every  one  of 
^'  them  contending  he  was  bis  prifoner  • 
^'  the  conteft  foon  began  -to    be  very 
warm,  and  they  attacked  each  other 
fword.in  hand.    Unfortun?itelv  a  Cady 
interrupted  them,  and  feeing  their  rage, 
exclaimed—-'  Ye  dogs,  Allah  has  given 
you  victory,  and  now  you  are  going  to 
cut  each  other  to  pieces  on  account  of 
a  prifoner!'  With  thefe  v/ords  he  dii- 
perfed  them  vrith  his  fab  re,  and  rui^- 
"  ing  upon  the   king,  whofe  head  was 
"  uncovered,  gave  him  fucli  a  blow  acrofs 
the  right  eye-brow,  that  he  fell  from 
his  horfe  mort?dly  Vv-Qunded  to  all  ap- 
L  s  pear= 
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pearance.  The  reft  of  the  infidels  fee- 
^'  ing  this,  gave  him  fome  more  wounds 

upon  the  head  and  neck,  being  hinder- 
"  ed  by  his  armour  from  wounding  his 

body.    «  Thus,'  added  the  knight,  who 

was  an  eye-witnefs  of  that  lamentable 
^'  fcene,  and  communicated  the  particu- 

lars  to  me,  '  thus  the  beft  and  moft  va- 
^'  iiant  king  was  inhumanly  butchered  in 

the  fpring  of  his  life.'  As  foon  as  the 
^'  news  of  his  death  was  known,  five  pre- 

tenders  to  the  crown  of  my  country 
*^  arofe  at  once.    All  thefe  rivals  proved 

the  validity  of  their  title  in  a  moft  Ijpe- 

cious  manner,  but  the  moft  powerful  of 
*•  them  carried  the  palm  of  victory.  The 

king  of  Spain  had  the  good  fortune  to 

poffefs  himfelfof  the  crown  of  Portugal; 
*^  and  ever  fince  my  native  country  has 

groaned  under  the  tyranny  of  a  foreign 
*^  power;  which,  however,  fome  years  ago 

was  in  danger  of  receiving  a  mortal 

blow,  the  king,  whofe  death  was  uni- 
*^  verfally  believed,  appearing  at  once  at 
"  Venice!  The  new  pretender  found  much 

credit^  not  only  with  the  multitude,  but 
1  "  alfo 
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^*  alfo  with  many  grandees.    His  preten- 
fions  were  particularly  ftrengthened  by 
^'  feme  of  my  countrymen  who  had  known 
^»  the  king  perfonally,  and  often  declared 
"  upon  their  honour,  that  his  features, 
his  fize  and  voice  refembled  exa6lly 
that  of  their  royal  mafter.    He  was  fup- 
^  ported  fo  powerfully,  that  he  foon  be- 
gan  to  live  in  a  manner  anfwering  to 
^'  his  dignity,  and  declared  himfelf  pub- 
"  licly  to  be  the  perfon  whom  he  repre- 
fented.    This  alarm.ed  the  Spanifh  Am- 
balTadcr  at  Venice,  who  fucceeded  at 
^'  length  in  perfuading  the  fenate  to  arreft 
^'  him.    On  his  examination  he  related, 
that  he  had  been  dangeroufly  wounded 
in  that  fatal  battle,  but  in  a  moil  won- 
derful  manner  faved  from  death.  He 
added  he  had  been  cured  in  Algarbia, 
^*  and  being  afliamed  of  fnowing  himfelf 
to  any  known  perfon,  after  fo  great  a 
misfortune,  he  had  tak^n  the  refoiution 
"  to  vifit  Abyifmia,   and  other  remote 
"  countries  and  kingdoms :  in  his  wan- 
^'  derings  he  had  come  to  Perfia,  affifted 
^'  in  many  battles,   and  received  many 
L  3  wounds : 
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wounds  :  at  length  he  had  been  tired 
"  of  leading  a  wandering  life,  and  found 
"  an  afylum  in  a  monaftery  in  Georgia, 
where  he  had  lived  many  years ;  'till  at 
^'  length  the  defire  of  re-vifiting  his  fub- 
"  jeQs  had  impelled  him  to  leave  his  afy- 
"  lum.    He  farther  added,  he  had  landed 
hrlt  in  Sicily,  and  from  thence  difpatch- 
*^  ed  a  meiTenger  to  his  kingdom,  v/ho 
however,  had  never  returned,  which 
had  prompted  him  to  vifit  his  country 
in  perfon,  but  previouOy  to  implore  the 
interpofition  of  the  Pope,  which  he  had 
been  prevented  from  carrying  into  exe- 
cution  by  the  villainy  of  his  own  peo~ 
pie,  who  had  robbed  him  on  the  road. 
"  After  that  misfortune,  he  faid,  he  had 
"  repaired  to  Venice,  where  he  had  been 
"  recognized  by  fome  of  his  former  fub- 
jeQs. 

However,  his  aiTertion  ftill  wanted 
thofe  proofs  which  one  juftiy  would  re- 
^»  quire.    He  declared  frankly  that  he  re- 
lied  on  the  candour  and  adiftance  of  the 
"  Venetian  Senate,  who  would  eafily  re- 
colled  what  letters   he  had  wrote  to 

them 
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them  during  the  laft  war  againft  the 
"  Turks,  and  how  much  defire  he  had 
evinced  to  affift  them  powerfully,  al- 
ledging  that  whoever  ha,d  feen  the  king 
"  could  not  but  recognife  the  identity 
of  his  perfon.    And,  indeed,  every  ap- 
pearance  was  in  his  favour  with  regard 
to  this  point.     His  features  not  only 
"  refembled  exaQly  thofe  of  the  true^king, 
but,  what  is  particularly  remarkable^ 
"  the  left  fide  of  his  body  was  fhorter 
than  his  right,  which  v/as  exaSlly  the 
cafe  with  the  prince  whom  he  repre- 
fented.    A  fear  of  a  wound,  which  the 
"  kin^T  had  received  above  his  ri2;ht  eve- 
"  brow  when  a  child,  was  very  vifible, 
and  many  other  marks  by  v/hich  that 
^*  prince   had  been  diflinguiHied,  were 
"  found  upon  hirn  after  a  clcfe  exami^ 
"  nation.  He  remained  neverthelefs  three 
whole  years  fhut  up  in  aprifon.  Mean- 
^'  while  my  countrymen  endeavoured  ta- 
move  heaven  and  earth  in  his  favour. 
The  Senate  of  Venice  being  prefTed 
from  all  fides,  decreed  at  length  that 
^'  he  ihould  leave  their  territory  on  pain 
L  4  of 
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of  being  fent  to  the  gallies  for  the  reft 
of  his  life.  My  countrymen  deliberated 
"  now    carefully  which   road  the  king 
^'  fhould  take  in  order  to  return  to  his 
kingdom,  whether  he  fbould  go  by  way 
of  Germany,  SwifTerland,  or  France. — 
"  Unfortunately  he  chofe  the  latter  road, 
and  no  fooner  had  he  entered  the  fron- 
tiers  of  Plorence,  difguifed  in  the  garb 
"  of  a  Dominican  friar,  than  he  was  ap- 
prchcnded  by  order  of  ihe  Grand  Duke, 
and  delivered  up   to  the  Spanifh  go- 
vennnent  at    Naples,  which,  as  one 
may  eafily  conceive,  was  very  anxious 
to  feize  upon  a  perfon,  who  v/as  fo 
dangerous  to  the  court  of  Madrid. — 
When  the  Spanifli  Viceroy  ordered  him 
to  be  brought  into  his  prefence,he  faced 
^*  him  with  gicat  Cuimdence,  and  feeing 
that  he  was  uncovered,  faid  to  him- — 
'  Be  covered.  Count  1'  Upon  the  Vice- 
^'  roy's  queftion,  who  had  given  him  the 
power  to  ufe  fach  freedom  ?  he  replied 
with  noble  franknefs,   '  He  who  made 
me  a  kingl  how  can  you  pretend  net 
*^  to  know  me  ?  Don't  you  recolleft  that 

«  the 
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"  the  king  has  fent  you  twice  to  mycourtj 
and  that  on  that  occafion  I  gave  you 
a  fvvord  fet  with  jewels,  and  your  lady 
a  diamond  ring  of  great  value  ?'  This 
being  literally  true,  the  Viceroy  order- 
ed  a  number  of  rich  fwords  and  dia- 
mond  rings  to  be  brought  into  the 
apartment.    The  king  not  only  knew 
^'  inftantly  the  pieces  in  queftion,  fele8:-= 
^»  ing  them  from  the  reft,  but  at  the  fame 
^'  time  touched  a  fecret  fpring  of  the  jewel 
*•  and  fliewed  beneath  it  his  name,  wdiich 
^*  till  then  had  been  difcovered  neither 
^*  by  the  Count  nor  his  lady. 

"  But  what  was   the  confequence  of 
^»  thefe  convincing  proofs  ?  He  was  plac- 
"  ed  upon  an  afs,   carried  through  the 
"  ftreets  of  Naples  as  an  impoftor,  and 
fent  to  the  gallies.    Whenhe  approach- 
^*  ed  the  coafts  of  Portugal,  a  general 
commotion  took  place  in  my  native 
country.     The  monks,  being  diffatif- 
"  fied  with  the  Spanifh  government,  ftir- 
red  up  the  populace,  and  a  general  re- 
volt  was  on  the  eve  of  breaking  out.— 
Tranquillity  and  order  were,  indeedg 
L  5  foon 
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foon  reftored;  two  monks  were  gibbet^ 
"  ed,  and  feveral  other  perfons  executed; 
however  the  commotion  was  not  en- 
tirely  flopped.     The  government  of 
"  Spain  were  obliged  to  fecure  the  perfori 
of  the  unhappy  man  in  a  caftle  at  St. 
"  Luke,  where  he  v/as  clofely  confined, 
"  and  is  commonly  believed  to  have  died* 
However  the  manner  of  his  death  has 
never  tranfpired,  and  for  that  very  rea- 
fon,  the  rumour  of  his  having  effefted 
"  his  efcape  cannot  be  refuted  direQlyo 
However  improbable  his  flight  may  be, 
yet  the  impoihbility  of  it  never  can  be 
proved.     The  government   of  Spain 
may  have  had  good  reafons  for  pre- 
"  tending  the  fugitive  v/as  dead,  partly 
in  order  to  prevent  the  former  com- 
motions  from  breaking  out  again,  and 
^-  partly  animated  by  the  hope  that,  inti- 
midated  by  his  repeated  fruitlefs  at- 
tempts,  he  would  never  dare  to  appear 
"  once    more  upon    the    ftage,   as  he 
"  would  have  reafon  to  fear  being  traced 
out  and  imprifoned  a  fecond  time." 

This 
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This  is  the  fubftance  of  the  account 
given  us  upon  this  lubject  by  the  County 
\dio  (vrhich  I  mud  not  forget  to  mention) 
kad  confefTed  to  us  on  the  road,  that  his 
name  ^vas  not  Barhis.  but  ClairvaL  "  The 
former  name,"   added  he,       I  have 
adopted  by  defire  of  the  Countefs,  vrho 
fancied  a  fictitious  name  would  enable 
me  to  trace  out  eafier  the  murderer  of 
mv  brother."  No  fooner  had  the  Count 
pronounced  thefe  lafl:  words  than  I  grew 
pale.    This  fudden  ftriking  change  could 
not  efcane  the  eaode  looks  of  the  County 
and  he  ftared  by  turns  at  me  and  my  tu- 
tor.   The  latter  thought  fdence  would  be 
more  dangerous  than  a  frank  confeffion, 
and  difclofed  to  the  Count,  without  re- 
fer ve,  the  whole  hiflory  of  the  apparition 
at  the  caille  of  the  Countefs,  vowing,  at 
the  fame  time,  that  the  latter  mufh  certain- 
ly have  been  impofed  upon  by  the  Iriih-- 
man,  who  very  probably  had  bribed  fome 
of  her  fervants  to  carry  on  his  fecret  in- 
trigues with   more  fecurity,   the  noble 
character  of  my  father  being   in  open 
L  6  COR- 
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Gontradiclion  with  a  murder  by  hired  af= 
fafTms. 

The  Count  protefted  he  was  entirely  of 
the  fame  opinion  with  my  tutor,  and  could 
not  but  think  the  whole  adventure  the  ef- 
fe6l  of  a  fine  fpun  deception  of  the  Irifh- 
man.       Not  only  the  noble  charade r  oF 
the  Duke,  your  father,"  added  he,  "  but 
other  circumftances  too,  prove,  with-> 
out  contradi8:ion,  that  he  can  have  had 
no  hand  in  the  affaffination  of  my  bro» 
ther,  who  never  was  in  your  country." 
Weil,  then  the  cheat  is  laid  open  at 
*•  once !"  I  exclaimed,  "  for  I  am  certaia 
that  my  father  has  not  left  hi^  country 
"  thefe  fix  years." 

We  v/ere,  foon  after,  more  ftrongly 
convinced,  that  the  apparition  at  the 
caflle  had  been  nothing  elfe  but  a  decep- 
tion ;  for  the  Count  received  a  ktter  from 
Amelia,  in  which  the  hiftory  of  her  re= 
CO  very  was  related  in  a  manner  entirely 
different  from  the  account  of  her  valet 
de  chambre.  "  Having  been  feized  with 
"  a  death-like  fainting  fit,  (thefe  are  her 
"  very  words}  I  received  a  vifit  from 

the 
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the  Unknown^  who,  as  I  afterwards  hare 
been  told  by  my  people,  poured  fome 
"  drops  out  of  a  fmall  phial  into  my 
«  mouth  and  left  me,  after  he  had  given 
orders  to  my  nurfe,  to  give  me  what- 
ever  I  fhould  defire  upon  my  recovery 

"  from    my    flate  of  infenfibility.  

"  Awaking  from  my  fwoon,  I  felt  a  vio- 
"  lent  hunger  and  thirft,  which  were  no 
"  fooner  appeafed,  than  I  was  animated 
with  new  life  and  vigour.    The  next 
day    I  was  able   to   leave  my  bed, 
"  and,  in  a  fhort  time,  was  as  well  as 
ever  I  had  been»     My  valet  (added 
^'  flie)  has  difappeared  fuddenly,  and  I 
"  have  not  feen  him  fince." 

The  latter  circumftance  left  no  doubt  of 
Palefl^i's  being  in  the  pay  of  the  Irifli- 
man.  Probably  he  apprehended  that  his 
fecret  correfpondence  with  that  impoftor 
would  be  deteQed  fooner  or  later,  and  for 
that  reafon  difappeared  in  good  time. — 
What  elfe  than  fuch  a  connexion  with 
the  Unknown  could  have  prompted  him 
to  write  two  letters  which  contained  fo 
many  fiftions^  entirely  to  the  advantage 

of 
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of  the  Iriiliman.  If  he  had  related  the 
fad  in  a  firaple  and  natural  manner,  like 
the  Coiintefs,  I  fnould  indeed  have 
thou2;ht  the  benefa8:or  of  Amelia  to  be 
a  ilcilful^  or  at  lead  a  fortunate  phy- 
fician :  however,  the  manner  in  which 
he  reprefented  the  matter,  could  not  but 
produce  an  effeB:  quite  diflferent.  Palef-. 
ki  had  the  greateil  reafon  to  expeft  the 
Iri&man  would  appear  to  me  a  kind  of 
fuperioi  being.  To  refufcitate  by  a  touch 
and  a  few  words  a  dead  perfoUj  who  had 
been  in  her  coffin  three  days  and  nights; 
this  could  not  have  been  effefted  by  natu- 
ral means,  and  it  was  not  the  fault  of  the 
Irifhman  or  Paleild,  that  I  received  a  true 
account  of  the  matter,  contrary  to  their 
expe6lation,  which  entirely  diifolved  the 
charm.  On  the  other  fide,  let  us  fuppofe 
this  accident  had  not  happened,  1  had  not 
got  acquainted  with  the  Count,  and  con- 
fequently  not  feen  Amelia's  account, 
would  then  my  belief  in  the  Irifhman's  fu- 
pernatural  pov/er  not  h?.ve  been  nurfed,, 
itrengthened  and  raifed  to  the  higheft 
pitch,  Ol  it  is  doubtlefs!"  I  exclaim- 
'  "  ed, 
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cci,  ^  that  thefe  two  fellows  have  been 
leagued,  and  availed  themfelves  of  my 
weak  fide  ;  it  is  doubtlefs  that  they  aOied 

"  in  concert,  when  my  tutor,  Amelia,  and 
myfelf  were  deceived  by  the  pretended 
apparition." 

Count  Clairval  and  my  tutor  were  higli- 
ly  rejoiced  to  fee  me  cured  of  my  preju- 
dices, which  had  chained  me  to  the  Un- 
known with  iron  fetters,  and  threatened  ta 
produce  the  m.oft  dreadful  confequences. 
1  myfelf  was  glad  to  have  been  freed  in 
time  from  an  error  which  had  been  rooted 
fo  deeply  in  my  foul,  and  thanked  the 
Count  wath  fenfations  of  the  fmcerefi  gra- 
titude for  having  delivered  me  twice  from 
the  power  of  the  Irifhman. 

The  Count  had  gained  the  favour  of 
the  Prince  of  Braganza  in  a  high  degree, 
being  an  excellent  companion,  and  the 
Prince  fond  of  focial  pleafures.  He 
therefore  accompanied  miy  tutor  and  my- 
felf every  evening  to  the  Prince,  where 
we  fpent  our  time  in  the  moft  agreeable 
manner.  One  evening,  the  latter  gave^ 
little  feall.  and  all  the  gueils  were  already 

aiTembled 
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affembled  except  my  tutor,  who  had  mif- 
fed to  come  at  the  fixed  hour.  I  fent  my 
fervant  feveral  times  for  hhn,  but  he  al- 
ways returned  v;ithout  being  able  to  find 
him  out.  This  accident  made  me  very 
uneafy,  and  the  Count  and  myfelf  did  not 
know  what  to  think  of  it.  It  grew  late, 
and  fiill  my  tutor  did  not  come.  The 
feaft  was  finifhed,  the  company  left  the 
houfe,  two  hours  after  midnight  were  paft^ 
and  we  were  ftill  waiting  in  vain  for  him, 
feized  with  anxious  apprehenfion.  At 
length,  I  went  home  accompanied  by  the 
Count.  The  hope  of  finding  him  at  ou# 
hotel  winged  our  Heps ;  however,  we  were 
fadly  difappointed,  the  apartment  and  the 
bed  of  my  tutor  being  empty.  Seized 
with  terror,  we  awakened  the  landlord, 
inquiring  after  my  governor,  but  neither 
he  nor  his  people  could  tell  us  more,  than 
that  he  had  leit  the  houfe  at  nine  o'clock. 
The  night  elapfed  amid  anxious  bodings, 
morning  began  to  dawn,  and  my  tutor  did 
not  appear.  My  apprehenfions  and  anxiety 
furpaffed  all  defcription.  I  put  every 
one  around  mc  in  motionj  difpatched 

melfen« 
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niefTengers  to  fearch  for  him  every  where^ 
and  rode  with  the  Count  to  all  the  neigh- 
bouring places,  but  we  returned  late 
'  at  night  without  having  feen  or  heard 
more  of  him  than  our  meffengers.  Three 
days  elapfed  amid  fruitlefs  fearches,  I 
fpared  neither  money  nor  promifes,  and 
the  Prince  himfelf  did  every  thing  in  his 
power  to  find  him  out,  but  in  vain  !  we 
could  not  trace  him  out.-  The  lafi;  ray  of 
hope  difappeared,  nr>aking  room  to  the 
rnoft  tormenting  pain  of  m.ind,  which 
-baffled  every  attempt  of  the  Count  to 
comfort  me. 

One  day  as  I  was  mufing  on  the  great- 
nefs  of  my  lofs,  and  was  walking  up  and 
down  the  room  in  gloomy  reverie,  the 
Count  received  a  letter  from  the  ma» 
giftrate.  He  opened,  read,  and  gave  it 
me  with  marks  of  furprife  and  aflonifli^ 
ment.    I  read  the  following  lines ; 

"  My  Lord, 

I  am  going  to  communicate  to  you  mat= 
"  ters  which  certainly  will  far  furpafs  your 
expeOiation  and  appear  very  improba-> 

^'ble.. 
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ble,  nay,  even  contradidory  to  yon^^ 
though  they  are  literally  true.    I  a8:ed 
right  before  the  tribunal  of  my  eon-- 
fcieuce,  when  I  ordered  the  Iriihman  to 
be  taken  up^  and  yet  I  repent  of  it  fm- 
cerely.    It  was  the  Irifhrnan  who  has 
ruined  me  in  the  Eaft  Indies,  and  yet  I 
<^  cannot  reproach  him  for  it.    He  cheat- 
s' ed  the  banker  of  Kjoool.  and  yet  he  is, 
at  leaft  in  my  eyes,  juftified  on  that  ac- 
count.    My  former  hatred  againit  him 
is  changed  into  admiration^  and  I  wifn 
"  moft  ardently  it  were  in  my  power  to 
deliver  him  from  the  prifon,  where  a 
fevere  doom  awaits  him.    Hear,  how 
"  thefe  apparant  contradiclions  are  con- 

Two  days  after  youtx  departure,  the 
Irifhrnan  fent  for  me.    Several — per- 
"  haps   not  very    honourable — reafons5. 
prompted   me  to   grant    his  requeft. 
'  You  have  taken  me   up,'    faid  he, 
when  1  entered  his  dungeon,  '  becauie 
"  you  think  I  was  the  author  of  your 
"  misfortune  and  cheated   the  banker. 
You  have  a8:ed  right  m  your  opinion^ 

and 
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and  I  have  not  fent  for  you  in  order  ta 
reproach  you.  ah.hough  you  are  to  be 
blaaned    on   account  of  the  precipi- 
^'  tation  v/ith  \\-hich  you  acted  ;  nor  have 
"  I    fent   for  you    becaufe    I  think  it 
mv  duty  to  account  to  you  for  my 
actions.    There  is  but  iJ/^c','  faid  he  with 
a  fohemn  accent,  uncovering  his  head 
and   lifting  up  Iris   eyes  to  heaven, 
"  '  there  is  but  c;;f  to  vrhom  I  am  ac- 
'*  countable.     I  acknovrledge  no  other 
''jud.g'e  but  him  who  has  fent  me,  and 
whofe  fecret  orders  to  execute  I  am  de- 
puted  to  man.    I  have  fent  for  you  for 
no  other  reafon.'  he  continued,  cover- 
ing  his  head.  •  than   to  rectify  your 
erroneous  notions.    You  believe  that  I 
have  cormr-itted  an  ignoble,  mean  action, 
by  robbing  the  banker  of  that  fum  ;  I 
"  forgive  you  this  error,  for  it  is  the  com- 
mion  melancholic  lot  of  mortals  to  judge 
of  matters  and  actions  by  their  external 
appearance.     You  vdll  think  othervrife 
^"  when  you  fhall  have  learnt  the  real 
ftate  of  that  m.atter.    Do  you  know  that 
Finaldi  in  whofc  fervice  you  have  been? 

Da 


©36  THE  VICTIM  OF 

Do  you  know  that  his  iinmenfe  wealth 
is  the  fruit  of  the  moft  fordid  avarice^ 

"  and  abominable  ufury ;  that  in  his  chefts 
the  property  of  a  thoufend  ruined  fami- 

"  lies,  ruined  by  his  opprefTion,  is  buried, 
and  that  his  money  is  ftained  with  the 

"  tears  of  widows  and  orphans  ?  A  man 
of  a  noble  heart,  who  in  the  times  of 
profperity  had  raifed  the  pennylefs  Fi- 

^'  naldi  from  the  duft  by  loans  of  great 
amount,  to  the  higheft  pinnacle  of  abun- 

V'  dance,  loft  the  greateft  part  of  his  pro- 
perty  through  his  unbounded  liberality, 
and  partly  through  mifcarried  under- 

"  takings.     He  applied  to  Finaldi  for 

^'  affiftance,  and  that  ungrateful  wretch 
completed  his  ruin,  by  extorting  from 
him  exorbitant  interefts.  Mifery  and 
pungent  grief  undermined  the  health  of 
the  haplefs  man  by  degrees,  and  threw 

^'  him  at  length  upon  the  bed  of  ficknefsc 

"  He  fent  his  wife  to  the  banker  to  im- 
plore  his  aff] fiance  ;  Finaldi  promifed 

^'  to  relieve  him,  but  under  conditions 

"  which  filled  his  chafte  confort  with  hor- 
ror  and  contempt.    She  went  home 

"  weeping 
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^*  weeping  and  helplefs,  and  experienced 
the  additional  mifery  to  return  empty 
handed  to  feven  half-ftarved  children, 
who  were  crying  for  bread.  '  Go  you  to 
him,  my  children,'  the  afflicted  father 
faid,  '  perhaps   the  fight  of  you  may 
move  his  heart !'  But  the  good  man  was 
deceived,  for  the  barbarian  ordered  his 
fervants  to  kick  them  out  of  the  houfe. 
That  deed  cried  to  heaven  for  punifh- 
^'  ment.    I  went  to  the  unhappy  fufferer, 
"  afking  him  wherher  he  could  refolve  to 
leave  the  Eafl-Indies,  if  I  could  procure 
him  K^oool.  ?  He  affirmed  it,  and  I 
"  carried  that  fum  out  of  the  coffers  of 
"  the  banker  to  his  houfe  ;  that  is,  I  re= 
ftored  to  the  ruined  man  one  part  of  his 
"  property,  and  the  happy  family  left  with 
"  me  the  country  where  they  had  been 
treated  with  favage  cruelty. ' — Here  the 
Irifhman  paufed,  expefting  my  anfwer. 
"  Concerning  that  matter,"  I  replied, 
you  have  juftified  yourfelf;  at  leaft,  to 
my  fatisfaclion ;  but   will    you   not  let 
me  know  the  means  which  you  made  ufe  of 
in  order  to  get  the  fum  in  queftion  in  your 
pofTelTion 

The 
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The  Irifhman  mufed  awhile,  and  then 
faid,  "  The  means  which  I  made  ufe  of 
are  very  fimple,  and  for  that  reafon  you 
will  not  think  them  worth  notice.  But 
as  they  were  molt  fit  and  fafe  to  execute 
a  laudable  defign,  prudence  bade  me  to 
ufe  them.  I  had  got  intelligence  that  the 
greateft  part  of  the  banker's  treafure  was 
kept  in  the  fecond  ftory,  and  in  the  dead 
of  night,  got  upon  a  ladder  to  the  win- 
dows. Having  opened  the  fhutters  and 
windows  with  proper  inftruments,  I  de- 
fcended  into  the  room,  and  examined  it 
by  the  light  of  a  lanthorn,  which  illumi- 
nated only  that  fpot  where  I  was,  while 
the  reft  of  the  apartment  remained  dark. 
Having  opened  the  repofitories  and  chefts 
with  a  mafter-key,  a  row"  of  money-bags 
pr^fented  itfeif  to  my  eyes.  Every  one 
of  them  was  marked  with  a  flip  of  paper, 
upon  which  the  amount  of  the  fum  which 
they  contained,  and  the  coin  was  wrote. 
I  marked  inftantly  the  numbers  of  thofc 
bags  which  I  defigned  for  the  unfortunate 
family,  and  fealed  them  with  my  own  feaL 
Then  I  wrote  a  letter  to  the  banker,  in 

which. 
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%diich  I  informed  him  that  I  was  fending 
him  15000I.  in  piaiters,  begging  him  to 
keep  that  fum,  'till  I  fliculd  demand  it 
back.  Having  fealed  this  letter  after  I 
had  taken  a  copy,  I  opened  it  and  laid 
it  upon  one  of  the  money-bags  which  I 
had  marked.  Then  I  locked  the  repofi= 
tory  and  the  cheft,  and  left  the  apartment 
in  the  fame  manner  I  had  entered  it.  V/hat 
happened  the  day  following,  I  need  not 
tell  you." 

I  mufl:  confefs,"'  I  exclaimed,  you 
have  executed  your  plan  in  a  malterly 
manner — I  only  think,"  added  I  after  a 
fhort  paufe,  "  the  means  too  human,  and 
ill-becoming  a  man  who  can  work  mira- 
cles." '  Who  told  you  that  I  can  work 
miracles?'  the  Irifhman  replied.  *  X"o  one 
except  the  great  Ruler  of  the  world,  can 
interrupt  the  courfe  of  nature,  and  alter 
her  laws ;  at  m^ofl;,  mortals  may  ferve  him 
as  inftruments  to  execute  the  wonders  of 
his  omnipotence.  I  do  not  deny  that  I 
have  been  appointed  feveral  timics  to  be  a 
minifter  of  Providence,  but  no  mortal 
being  can  work  miracles  on  his  own  ac- 
1  cord. 
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cord.  The  whole  of  the  power  intruded 
to  me,  confifts  in  the  knowledge  and  ap= 
plication  of  fuch  powers  of  nature  as 
are  concealed  from  the  fliort-fighted  eye 
of  mortals.  At  the  fame  time  I  cannot 
but  confefs,  that  the  myfterious  deeds 
which  I  perform  by  virtue  of  that  know- 
ledge, appear  to  men  to  be  wonders,  be-= 
caufe  the  fpeftator  is  unacquainted  with 
the  means  by  which  they  are  efFefted. 
Mark  well  what  I  am  going  to  tell  you 
now.  Although  the  higher  unknown 
powers  of  nature  are  at  my  command^ 
yet  this  power  has  been  intrulled  to  me^ 
only  under  the  condition  never  to  make 
an  improper  ufe  of  it,  and  never  to  have 
recourfeto  it  while  common  human  means 
fhall  be  fufficient  to  attain  my  view.  And 
this  was  the  cafe  in  the  affair  of  the  banker, 
when  I  determined  to  fave  an  unhappy 
family  from  ruin.  There  nothing  was 
wanting,  as  the  event  has  proved,  but  art 
and  precaution,  and  confequently  I  durfl 
BOt  have  recourfe  to  the  higher  power  en- 
trufted  to  me." 

"  This  doubt,"  faid  I,  "  you  alfo  have 
cleared  up  to  my  fatisfa£lion  ^  but  what 

will 
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will  you  anfwer  if  I  afk  you  how  I  have  de- 
ferved  tohave  been  rendered  miferable  by 
you  ?  Why  did  you  ruin  the  happinefs  of 
an  innocent  man,  while  you  faved  an  un- 
fortunate family  from  ruin  ?  '  I  could  tell 
you,'  the  Irifhman  refumed,  '  that  in  a 
cafe  of  collifion,  the  happinefs  of  an  in- 
dividual muft  be  facrified  to  the  welfare 
of  a  whole  family;  however,  I  have  no 
need  to  have  recourfe  to  that  fophifm.  It 
was  not  I  who  has  deilroyed  your  happi- 
nefs, it  was  you.  Why  did  you  flee? 
Was  you  not  confcious  of  your  inno- 
cence ?  No  one  could  have  conviQed 
you  of  a  breach  of  truft.  Befides,  I  had 
taken  care  that  three  days  after  my  depar- 
ture, a  letter  was' delivered  to  the  banker, 
in  which  I  explained  to  him  the  means  by 
ivhich  he  had  loft  his  money,  and  the  rea- 
fon  which  had  prompted  me  to  rob  him  of 
that  fum.  Thus  you  would  have  been 
cleared  of  all  fufpicion,  have  retained 
your  place  in  Finaldi's  houfe,  and  not  loft 
your  mi  ft  re  fs/ 

I  wanted  to  ftay,"  I  repliedj  but 
my  friend  reprefented  the  danger  fo  prel- 
-ling—" 

Vol  I,  M  How 
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How  could  you,"  the  Irifliman  inter- 
rupted me,  "  believe  that  man  to  be  your 
iriend  ?  He  perfuaded  you  to  make  your 
efcape,  in  order  to  occupy  your  place  in 
Finaldi's  houfe*,  and  in  the  heart  of  your 
midrefs.  However,  his  hope  of  fupplant- 
ing  you  in  the  heart  of  the  latter,  was  dif- 
appointecl;  that  he  fucceeded  with  refpeO: 
to  the  former,  I  need  not  to  tell  you." 

Alas!"  I  exclaimed,  then  my  fore- 
boding has  not  deceived  me."  Why  did 
you  fuffer  yourfelf,"  the  Irifhman  con- 
tinued, to  be  taken  in  by  falfe  appear- 
ances ?  Why  did  you  confide  in  a  man  of 
w^hofe  bad  heart  you  could  have  convinced 
yourfelf  by  a  vigorous  trial  ?  However 
I  will  not  wound  you  by  reproaches.  You 
have  been  your  own  puniflier."  Here  he 
flopped.  I  felt  deeply  the  juftnefs  of  his 
rem.arks,  and  could  not  bear  any  longer 
the  fight  of  him*  I  have  imprifoned 
you,"  faid  I  at  length,  "  what  can  I  do 
for  you  ?"  "  Nothing,"  was  his  reply, 
"  but  to  fuffer  juflice  to  take  its  own 
courfc."     Butifjufticefhould  be  blind?'' 

Then;'  he  repliedj     I  fnall  have  an  in-= 

vifiblc 


MAGICAL  B  E  L  U  S  I  O  N,  24.^5 

irifible  guardian  who  v/ill  proteQ  me,  and 
break  thefe  fetters."  With  thefe  words  ^ 
he  difmilTed  me;  however,  my  mind  ha> 
been  dreadfully  agitated  ever  fmce.  I 
fancied  I  had  arrefted  a  viUain,  and  am 
now^  convinced  too  late  of  my  error.  The 
confequences  of  my  rafhnefs  will  bea.r 
heavy  upon  him;  if  he  is  not  faved  by  a 
miracle,  then  he  certainly  will  be  burnt 
alive.  The  judges  of  this  extraordinary 
man  have  difcovered^  during  his  imprifon- 
ment,  matters  of  fo  lingular  a  nature,  -riiat 
they  firmly  believe  him  to  be  a  forcerer, 
and  you  knov/.  Count,  how  inexorable 
our  laws  are  w^ith  regard  to  that  point. 
If  he  dies,  his  blood  will  cry  loudly 
againft  me, 

"  You  will  nov/  fee,  Vv^hat  I  have  faid 
in  the  beginning  of  my  letter  is  conne6led» 
You  fhall  foon  hear  again  from  me,  and 
receive  a  faithful  account  of  the  iffue  of  a 
trial,  which  fills  me  with  gloomy  appre- 
henficns.  'Till  then  farewel  I  Sec,  &c, 
Szc," 

What  do  you  think  of  the  contents  of 
this  letter  ?"  The  Count  faid  when  I  re- 
M  2  turned 
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turned  it  to  liim  with  evident  marks  of 

aftonifliment. 

I  miift  confefs  this  letter'has  almoft 
entirely  changed  my  bad  opinion  of  the 
Irilhman." 

"  I  might  almoft  fay  mine  too  1" 

By  heaven !  if  your  incredulity  be- 
gins to  waver,  then  I  have  no  reafon  to 
biufh  at  my  relapfe!" 

The  Count  feemed  to  be  loft  in  pro- 
found meditation,  walking  up  and  down 
the  apartment  with  hafty  ftrides.  No  I'* 
he  exclaimed  at  length,  "  it  is  impofTible 
I  Ihould  have  been  fo  much  miftaken  with 
regard  to  that  man.  I  ftill  affirm  he  ei- 
ther muft  be  a  charletan  or  a  confummate 
logue  !" 

"  But  his  defence  feems  not  to  confirm 
this  hard  judgment  of  yours.  The  feri- 
ous,  folemn,  and  frank  tone  of  his  defence, 
theequanimity  with  which  [fe  fubmits  to  his 
fate,  and  the  confidence  with  which  he 
awaits  the  final  ilfue  of  his  trial- — " 

Is  probably  diffimulation  and  rank 
deception— nothing  elfe.  Neverthelefs,'* 
continued  the  County  after  fome  reflec- 
2  tiQi^ 
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tion.  if  I  conrider  that  my  friend,  v;ho 
has  learnt  to  diftinguiili  between  appear* 
ances  and  reaiity.  betvreen  diffimulation. 
and  truth,  who  has  himfelf  had  a  very 
bad  opinion  of  the  Irifhman.  and  without 
doubt,  accepted  his  invitation  for  no  other 
reafon  than  to  unmafic  and  to  humble  him; 
if  I  confider  that  my  friend,  notwithfland- 
ins;  this,  excriminates  him  entirelv.  and 
admires  a  man  v;hom  he  firmly  believed 
to  be  a  villain— one  fliould  think  that  all 
cannot  be  deception  and  h^'pocrify." 

^'  Believe  me.   Count  I"  I  exclaimed? 

in  a  iKuation  like  that  of  the  Iriflim.an, 
"  in  v;hich  nothing  can  be  ,2:ained  by  hy- 
^^pocrify  and  deception,  and  vhich  ex- 

eludes  all  hope  of  delivery  by  natural 

means,  deception  and  hypocrify  are  al- 

mo  ft  im:po]Iible.'' 

The  Count  ftarted  a  few  more  objec- 
tions, however,  he  could  not  perfuade 
me  thai  his  bad  opinion  of  the  IriCirnan 
had  not  received  a  mortal  blow. 

^'  If  your  tutor  vrere  but  here,"  faid  he^- 
v>dien  he  felt  the  v/eis;ht  of  mv  aro-u- 
menty,  he  would  refute,  vrith  more 
Mo  '  fucceff 
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fuccefs  than  I,   your  returning  good 

"  opinion  of  the  Iriihman.'* 

The  words  tutor,  and  Irifhman  !  were 

fcarcely  pronounced,    when  a  thought 

fliifned  through  my  fouL— Should  not 
the  Irifliman  be  acquainted  with  the 
fate  of  my  tutor  ?  I  am  almoft  certain. 
Count,  that  if  any  body  can  inform  us 
of  his  fate,  the  Irifhman  can  1' 
"  1  doubt  it  very  much  1" 
I  Will  at  leaft  make  a  trial.   The  leall 

*^  appearance  of  poiTibility  ought  to  de- 
termine  me  to  m.ake  an  attempt.  Let 
us  return  and  conjure  the  Irifliman  to 

*^  tell  us  whether  he  knows  any  thing  of 

"  the  fate  of  my  tutor  ?" 

Flow  can  you  flatter  yourfelf  to  get 

"  adrmlTion  to  a  prifoner  who  is  fbut  up 
in  an  inacceffible  dungeon  ?  but  let  us 
fuppofe  you  could  get  accefs  to  him, 
it  is  very  probable  that  he  will  be 
executed  before  we  fliall  have  travel* 

"  led  fo  many  hundredmiles,  as  my  friend 
mentions  that  his  trial,  will  not  be  de- 
layed.    If  you,  however,  are  determin- 

"  ed  to  make  a  trial^  you  may  as  well 

64  write 
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write  to  my  friend,  who  will  execute 
"  your  commiffion  with  the  greatefl:  punc- 
"  tuality,  if  your  letter  does  not  arrive 
too  late." 

Excellent  I"  I  exclaimed,  I  will  write 
inftanily." 

Stop  1  one  mioment  only,"  the  Count 
faid  when  I  was  going  to  leave  him,  "  did 
not  the  IriOiman  promife  to  m.eet  us  at 

*  *  *      3  ' 

"  Indeed  I  had  entirely  forgot  this  pro- 
mife  !"' 

Should  we  not  rather  travel  to  ^^^^n- 
and  fee  whether  he  will  be  as  good  as 
his  word  ?  I  reafon  thus  :  If  this  extra- 
ordinary  man  really  is  what  he  pretends 

"  to  be,  if  he  really  poifeffes  fupernatu- 
ral  powers,  then  he  certainly  will  meet 

"  us  at  *  *  n,  according  to  hispromifcj 
and  then  vou  will  get  the  inteliig-ence 

,  o  o 

which  you  defire.  But  if  he  is  an  im- 
"  poftor,  you  will  not  receive  the  leafl: 

intelligence  concerning  the  fate  of  vour 
'•tutor;  you  may  addrefshimin  perfon 

or  by  way  of  letters,  confequently  I 

think 
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^'  think  both  our  return  and  a  letter  to  my 
«^  friend  will  be  ufelefs." 

I  could  not  but  approve  the  Count  s 
reafoning,  and  wc  agreed  to  repair  to 
*  *  *  n,  a  place  which  was  near  three  hun- 
dred miles  diftant  from  our  prefent  re- 
•fidence.  The  Count  and  myfelf  parted 
reludantly  with  the  Prince  of  Braganza, 
who  was  not  iefs  unwilling  to  be  fepa- 
rated  from  us.  However  the  defire  of 
feeing  whether  the  Irifhman  would  fulfil 
his  promife,  and  the  hope  of  hearing  tid- 
ings of  my  tutor  would  have  hurried  me 
even  out  of — Amelia's  arms.  "  Let  us 
^'  be  gone  without  delay,"  I  exclaimed, 
"  a  fecret  prefentiment  tells  me  our  jour- 
ney  will  not  be  fruitlefs  1" 

We  had  reiided  already  a  v/hole  month 
at  *  *  n,  without  having  either  heard  or 
feen  any  thing  of  the  Irifliman,  but  I  did 
not,  neverthelefsj  give  up  every  hope.—- 
About  that  time  my  father,  whom  i  had 
informed  of  the  difappearance  of  my  tu  - 
tor, wrote  me  a  letter  replete  with  expref- 
fions  of  the  sTcatell  afFiidion.    He  had 

efteemed 
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cflecmed  that  worthy  man  as  a  true  philo- 
fopher,  and  loved  him  as  tenderly  as  a 
brother.  This  it  was  that  prompted  my 
father  to  grant  my  requefl  to  continue  m.y 
travels  under  the  tuition  of  Count  Clair- 
val,  of  whom  m.y  tutor  had  fpoken  with 
the  greateil  regard  in  a  former  letter  to 
my  parent.  If  he  had  knovfn  that  this 
Count  was  a  brother  of  Amelia's  late  huf- 
band,  he  would  probably  have  refufed 
my  requeft.  However  my  tutor  had  been 
filent  on  that  head,  and  the  Prince  of 
Braganza  too  had  recommended  him  in 
fo  advantageous  a  manner,  that  he  was 
very  happy  to  place  jne  under  his  pro= 
tection. 

The  fame  letter  informed  mcj  that  very 
lately  a  commotion  had  happened  in  Ef-- 
tramadura.  in  favour  of  the  brother  of  the 
Prince  of  Braganza,    whofe  party  had 
loudly  demanded  him  to  be  placed  on  the 
throne  of  Portus^al. — "  You  know,"  mv 
father  added,  "  that  almoft  one  third  of 
the  kingdom  belongs  to  the  Duke  ;  you 
know  the  title  which  the  houfe  of  Bra- 
ganza  has  to  the    crown ;   fliould  it 

there- 
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"  therefore  be  fo  very  improbable  thai 
the  confpirators  will  carry  their  point 
fooner  or  later  !  However,  I  declare 
folernnly,  that  notwithftanding  our  rela- 
lion  to  the  family  of  Braganza,  I  never 
fliali  take  a  fliare  in  a  plot  tending  to 
invade  the  rights  of  a  king  to  whom  I 
^'  have  fwcrn  allegiance." 

"  What  am  I  to  think  of  this  incident?"' 
faid  I  to  the  Count.  "  But  a  few  minutes 
ago  we  were  of  opinion  that  a  fecret 
"  defign  was  carrying  on  to  replace  the 
"  old  dethroned  king  on  the  royal  feat 
of  his  anceftors,  and  now  we  are  made 
acquainted  with  a  pretender  to  the 
crown  entirely  different  from  him  ?"™ 
The  Count  (hrugged  his  flioulders. 

That  very  day  we  received  a  fecond 
letter  from  the  Magiilrate.  He  informed 
us,  that  the  Irifliman,  who  had  been  con- 
demned to  be  burnt  publicly  in  twelve 
days,  w^as  looking  forward  to  his  execu- 
tion with  the  greateil  ferenity  and  uncon- 
cern. And  yet,  I  don't  know  how  it 
came^  I  retained  ilill  a  fpark  of  hope  to 

fee 
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fee   the    Irifhman  once  more,  notwith- 
{iandinc^  the  ridicule  of  the  Count. 

One  evening,  which  had  fucceeded  a 
very  fultry  day,  the  Count  propofed  a 
walk  to  a  neighbouring  w^ood.    The  fky 
was  ferene  when  w^e  fet  out,  but  we  had 
fcarcely  been  an  hour  in  the  wood  when 
it  was  fuddenly  overclouded,  and  th€  air 
began  to  grow  very  heavy.    Every  body 
had  already  left  the  field  from  the  fear  of 
an  approaching  ftorm;   it  was  growing 
late,  and  the  lightning  and  diftant  rolling  of 
the  thunder  announced  the  impending  tem- 
peft.    We  were  going  to  return  to  the 
town,  when  fuddenly  cries  of  diftrefs  vi- 
brated in  our  ears  from  a  great  diftance. 
We  hailened  tov/ards  the  fpot  whence  the 
cries  proceeded,  and  perceived  a  human 
figure,  who  was  running  with  Incredible 
velocity,  looking  back  every  now  and 
then,  as  if  purfued  by  robbers.    As  foon 
as  the  fugitive  faw  us,  he  haftened  to 
meet  us.    1  ftarted  back  with  horror,  the 
figure  refembling  more  a  living  fpe8:re 
than  a  human  being.    His  haggard  coun- 
tenance was  covered  with  a  death-like 

pale* 
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palenefs,  his  tattered  garments  were  float- 
ing in  the  ftorm,  and  his  naked  feet  were 
ftained  with  blood.  But,  conceive  my 
aftonifhment,  when  the  miferable  wretch 
pronounced  my  name,  and  dropped  to  the 
ground.  I  ftepped  nearer  to  examine  his 
features,  and  beheld — Palefidj  the  valet 
of  Amelia  I 
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